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TO „ 

. THE SIGHT HONOURABLE 

JOHN FANE, 
EARL OF WESTMORLAND, 

AND BARON BUBGHERSH, 

LORD KEEPER OF THE PRIVY SEAL, 

KNIGHT OF THE MOST NOBLE ORDER OF THE GARTER, 

AND ONE OF HIS MAJESTY^ MOST HONOURABLE 
PRIVY COUNCIL. 



My Lord, 

TN dedicating this Work to Your Lord- 
ship, I am following the example of 
the illustrious character which I have 
here attempted to delineate. Most of 
Bishop Taylor's Writings are introduced 
by " the still small voice of gratitude," 
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VI DEDICATION. 

expressed in an address to some noble 
and munificent friend. I am thankful 
that divine Providence has enabled me 
to follow such steps, though at an humble 
distance, and to request Your Lordship, 
will accept this my first endeavour, . as 
an instance of the sincerity, with which, 
My Lord, I subscribe .myself, 

Your Lordship's 
Most obliged 

Anil grateful Servant, 

H. K. BONNEY. 
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PREFACE. 



'A MONO' the various objects which engage 
the notice of mankind, there is none 
more worthy of contemplation than the hu- 
man character adorned with the treasures of 
intellectual improvement and carried to its 
utmost perfection. In the developement of 
such a subject the mind is instructed and the 
heart improved; while veneration and love 
insensibly excite a noble and generous emu- 
lation. . 

If the character of the person, whose Kfe is 
here imperfectly recorded, were Hot fully 
commensurate with that laid down, yet was 
he far advanced in the scale of intelligent and 
moral beings: and as such, it is presumed, 
will ever attract attention. 

Independent of his rank amongst divines, 
Taylor is to be regarded as holding a distin- 
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V1U PREFACE. 

guished place in the republic of letters and 

walk of genius. Few persons have possessed 

in their full extent qualifications more adapted 

to the description of a true poet, than this 

great man. 

" Ingenium cui sit, cui mens divinior, alq' ot 
" Magna sonaturum, des nominis hujus horiorem." 

Hor. Sat. 4. Lib. i. 

Impressed with the excellence of the sub- 
ject, and believing that society, is benefited 
by the presence of illustrious example, the 
author of the following pages was induced to 
collect materials for the Life of Taylor ; but 
not until he had observed that, from various 
causes, it had been relinquished by abler 
hands*. Of these it will be expected he 
should give some account. 

The first person who recorded any history 

* The adthor might have been deterred from entering 
into tfaia subject, had he not been urged, to the investi- 
gation, by several literary friends of acknowledged judg- 
ment. Among these, he records with pleasure the name 
of Dr. Thomas Fanshaw Middleton, whose friendship, 
(" qua apud animum meum nihil carius habeo") was ma- 
nifested on this occasion, in a letter written, whilst on his 
voyage to his Bishopric of Calcutta, to stimulate the 
author to the task. 
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of this eminent Bishop wss Dr. George Rust; 
who, in a sermon preached at Taylor's ib- 
fteral, and published in quarto in 1666, has 
comprehended the leading points of his life, 
and entered minutely into his character. The 
author of the " Athenae Oxonienses and 
Fasti," has preserved some further information 
on the subject $ but from the nature of these 
works they did not admit of room for more 
than the chief events of his life, atod the bare 
mention of his writings. Short as the record 
is, it will be found in great part authentic ; 
and to have been the source of information to 
all the subsequent Compilers of biographical 
Memoirs. 

The next in order was Thomas Baker, of 
St. John's college, Cambridge; who, in his 
manuscript notes to the works of the anti- 
quary already mentioned, and preserved "in 
the public library in that university, added to 
the stock already collected. 

Bishop White Kennet left important re- 
marks on his writings : and in the Cole ma- 
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Xt PREFACE* 

nusCripts are observations on the same sub* 
ject, made. with a view to an Athene? Qmta* 
higienses. In later times, the Reverend 
Mn Wheeldon, rector of Wheathamsrtead in 
Hertfordshire, and prebendary of Lincoln, 
inade a selection of his works ; which he 
published with a preface in the year 1789* 
(including, large extracts from Bishop Rust's 
sermon preached at Taylor's funeral,) in order 
to t evive attention to the genius and cha- 
racter of this superior caaiu And in still more 
modern days, a further selection was made, 
accompanied by extracts from other early 
^English writers, with a preface, by Basil 
Montague, esq. A. M. printed in London, 1 Sop 

The admirers of Taylor had some reason to 
hope for additional information from the pen 
of the late Reverend Ralph Nicholson, of 
St. James's in Liverpool, and rector of Dud- 
cote, near Abingdon in Berkshire ; but death 
deprived the world of his abilities, which ap- 
pear to have been eminently qualified for the 
task.* 

*See Gentleman's Magazine : January, 1763: Obi- 
tuary. Mr. Nicholson died December 25th, 1792. His 



Digitized by 



Google ' 



PBUAGB. XI 

To supply in so&e measure this deficiency* 
the author has endeavoured, by reference to 
original and authentic documents, preserved 
in the British Museum/ University library at 



papers have since that time been examined, $nd nothing 
relating to Taylor has been found* This information is 
obtained through the favour of Sir Christopher Robinson, 
Mr. Nicholson's son-in law ; and is confirmed by Arch- 
deacon Churton ; who, in writing to a friend, quotes a 
letter from Mr. Nicholson, sent a short time before his 
death, in which he declares that his inquiries were not 
attended with success. In the Gentleman's Magazine for 
the year 1791, a correspondence is inserted, between Mr* 
Nicholson,under the initials R. N. and other contributors 
under the signatures of £. J. apd O. C. from which it 
appears that the materials for a Life of Taylor then in 
Mr. Nicholson's possession, were as follow : 

" 1. Particulars in which the 'Biographia Britannia 9 
" differs from the * Oxford Antiquary' in the account of 
" the said Bishop. 

" 2. A more exact Catalogue of his Writings than that 
" in the * General Dictionary' or ' Anthony Wood' ; where- 
"in the authenticity of the major part is proved, the 
" spurious rejected, and the places where they were 
" written and published ascertained. 

" 3. A Copy of Archbishop Laud's Letter to the 
" Warden and Fellows of All Souls College, recommend- 
4 « mg Mr. Taylor to their election as Fellow, which was 
<c accepted, though under more than one statutable 
« disqualification. 

"f Testimonia Auctorum, and some other pieces." 
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Cambridge, as well as other Repositories of 
Literature, and by a review of his wot**, to 
give an account 6f the Life and Writings of 
this accomplished prelate. 

Kings Cliffe, 
May 22dj 1815. \ 
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- P. x.L 22. ready to have 




— .„ V . .«~.— — ,,--. ..rw. _ - VV . HVVVy »- *y- .<W~~, »,— MOT?*,. 

P. 87. 1. 7. read, irrigua. — P. 145. 1. 1. read, assurance. — 
P.ic8. 1. 19. read,intenerate» — P. 199. 1. 16. for holiness, 
read, fomness. — P. 200. L 19. read, occisurus. — P. 279. 
1. 9. read, discernible* — P. 283. 1. 19. read, charisque.— 
P« 352. 1* 3* ready iTw/uoftw. 
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tub 
LIFE 

OF 



JEREMY TAYLOR. 



CHAPTER I. 
*bom 1613 to 1642. 



T*7 E have higher authority than that of hu- 
v T man evidence for asserting, that the 
Church of Christ is firmly founded on a Rock. 
The attack of those who meditate its destruc- 
tion, whether gradual and secret, or manifest 
and sudden, is as ineffectual as it is malignant 
When assaulted either by infidelity, on the one 
side, or hypocrisy, on the other; when ob- 
scured by superstition or persecuted by force, 
its divine Protector has successively demon- 
strated the truth of his word, that, " wisdom is 
justified of her children."* 

*Matth. ii* 19. 
B 
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2 THE LIFE OF 

At no point of time, since England first re- 
ceived the blessing of Christianity, was this 
more strikingly displayed than in the age which 
succeeded the reformation. " Sons of Pro- 
phets" then arose, endued with such powers 
of mind, animated with such grace, and armed 
with aich weapons of erudition, as to render 
them invincible to their present enemies, and 
the admiration of succeeding times. 

Amongst the foremost of these was Jeremy 
Taylor : a person who does not force himself 
into notice by an origin derived from noble an- 
cestors, or raised above the ordinary level of 
mankind. On the contrary, he is found to 
have entered into life in the humblest walk of 
society, aqd to afford an illustrious example of 
learning and religion rising into notice and to 
honour by their intrinsic excellence. 

Jeremy, .the son of Nathaniel and Mary 
Taylor* was born* in the parish of the Holy 

* See Cole MSS. 5882. Art. 4. p. 90. In Brit. Mus.— 
Taylor was not the eldest son, for his brother Hathaniei 
was baptized D*c. 8. 161 1, two years earlier than himself. 
See Reg. of Trin. Parish. Camb. — The place where their 
father is said to have resided at the tirfie of Taylor's birth, 
is in the yardbelonging to a large old house, known by die 
sign of the wrestlers, situate on the south side of the street 
called the Petty-Cury, and near St. Andrew's church. 
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JEREMY TAYLOR. $ 

Trinity, in Cambridge, where his father fol* 
lowed the occupation of a barber: and was 
baptized on the 15th day of August, in the 
year of our Lord 161 3. At three years of age 
he was sent to the free school in his native 
town, then 5 newly founded under the will of 
Stephen Perse, M. D. late senior fellow of 
Gonvil and Caius college, and over which 
Mr. Lovering at that time presided. There 
he continued ten years, making such pro- 
gress in learning as to render him worthy, at 
the age of thirteen, of being admitted at 
Caius College in the same university. He 
was entered a sizar on the 18th of August, 
in the year 1626, under Mr. Bachcroft*; 

b Taylor must ^ ave Deen amongst the number of those 
pupils who first took advantage of Dr. Perse's endowment, 
as the doctor's will, under which the school was founded, 
is dated only on the 27th of September 1615. 

c Although the age at which Taylor is here stated to 
have entered the university be contradicted by the follow- 
ing abstract from the book of entrances at Caius College, 
the testimony of Bishop Rust is here preferred. It ap- 
pears from the register of the parish that he was baptized 
August 15th 161 3. — and by the college register that he 
was entered August 18th 1626, thirteen years after hig 
baptism. The following is copied verbatim from the ad- 
mittance book of Caius College. W 

B 2 
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4 THE LIFE Of 

and was matriculated on the 17th of March 
following. d 

The studies of the university were at this 
time improving. Bacon, some years before, 
had published his " Advancement of Learn- 
" nig," which had been well received e . His 
Kovum Organum had enlarged the bounds 
of reason, and by directing the powers of the 
mind to higher objects, had stamped an ad- 



« Tailor 
postea 
Episc. D« 



Jeremias Tailor Alius Natbanielis Tonsoris 
Cantabrigise natus et ibidem Uteris instruc- 
tus in Schola publica sub M r0 . Lovering 
p' decennium anno setatis suae 15° admis- x 9 
sus est in Collegium nostrum Augusti i8 ! 
1626 pauper Scholaris Fidejussor e M r ° 
Bachcroft. Solvit pro ingressu . . , 



Tho.BACHCROFT." 

There is in this copy of his admission, a slight variation 
from his own usage in the mode of spelling his surname. 
In the autographs preserved in the parish register at 
Uppingham in Rutlandshire, and at the conclusion of his 
letters preserved in the British Museum, as well as at the 
end of his Epistles Dedicatory, he invariably writes him- 
self Taylor ; and this method is therefore adopted in the 
following pages. v 

d " Jeremias Taylor, Coll. Caii admissus in Matriculam 
•cad. Cant. Mar. 17. 1626." i.e. i62f. Regr. B. Baker's 
MSS. Vol. 34. p. 157. 

c See his letter to King James I. dated 12th Oct. 1620. 
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ditional value on its acquirements : it had in- 
troduced a new logic, which had led to the 
effect that Bacon himself expressly intended,; 
" teaching to invent and judge by induction,, 
a as finding syllogism incompetent for sciences 
" of nature ; and by so doing had made phi- 
" losophy and sciences both more true and 
" more active." * 

; Greek and Roman literature was so assi- 
duously cultivated, that it not only found its? 
way into the writings of almost all the authors 
of the day, but into the common conversation 
of the higher orders of society. 

At the same time, the result which Bacon 
had anticipated from his labours was actually 
produced. " The foundation of a better mode 
" of reasoning having been laid by him, and 
" the wheel begun to move, men were now 
" searching more truth from Christian writets, 
" than hitherto they had done from heathen." 

Such appears to have been the state of edu- 
cation in the university when Taylor entered 
upon it, possessing the advantages which 

f See bis letter to King James I. dated lath Oct. f&o. 
* 3 
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Bacon had afforded, but having still to receive 
the finthet improvement of the Newtonian 
philosophy : and to this source may be traced 
many^ df the most brilliant ornaments and 
radical defects that are conspicuous in his 
twitings. 

In the society of Caius College he continued 
until he was admitted master of arts, having 
taken bis degree of bachelor in the year 1 1 630- 1 , 
being tfren & his eighteenth yeax. Bishop 
Rust asserts, " that ag soon as he was graduate, 
^ he was chosen fellofr V v \The implement 
which he made jn his infancy was followed up 
with increased assiduity during his residence 
jp> thjp college : . an^ t© such An extent had he 
carried his th^logfoaMtudies, as to be thei^ght 
worthy pC adwissiqn into holy orders before 
hef h^4 attained the age of titenty-oae, l 



'^)*w/Tayl0r,€oB^CaiLAvB. Cane 1636-1. Rtg.B: 
<' h JJo evidence, of jt^e feet appears qponr die books; 
but the testimony of Bishop Rust is much too weighty to 
be omitted. See Rust's Funeral Sermon on Taylor, 

- J )CoiBbwywho wrote -at the latter end of the seven- 
teenth pentury, in his " Discourse od the Offices of Ordi- 
nation," Lond. 1699, says, " I could instance in divers of 
44 those who entered Very young into the ministry, and 
* have proved very eminent ; but I need name no more 
"than themoet famously learned Bishop Usher, ordained 
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•- About thesoine time he took lfedfegteeaf 
master of arts* and removed' to I&ndon r whore 
beiqg requested by his chamber-fellow, Miv 
Risden, to supply his turn, for a short time* 
at the lecture in St. Paul's Cathedral, he filled 
the pulpit with ability so far beyond hia 
standing, as to attract the attention of Arch* 
bishop Laud*: who " observing the tartness 
" of his discourses, the quickness of his parts, 
u the Aodeety and sweetness of his temper^ 
ff and the becomihgness of his personage and 
" carriage, preferred him to a fellowship at 
" AM*Souls College, in the university of Ch& 
** ford; where he might have time, books, 
" and company, to complete himself in those 
." several parts of learning into which he had 
44 made so fair an entrance." ! 

. To this situation he was nominated on th» 
a*St of November* in the year 1635, and 



" before be was twenty-one ; and the pious and eloquent 
i( bishop, Jen Taylor, who entered into orders younger 
«• than he." 

k See Lloyd's Memoirs, p. 70a. 

1 See the same, 

• " Nominatus ad locum Socii a WilPo Archiep'o Cant* 
* M in CoD. Omnium Anira. Oxon. Nov. 21. a° 1615/ 
Cole MSS. 5882* art. 4* p. 90. in the Brit. Mut. 

B 4 
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admitted: oil ike, 14th" of Jwuafy {blow- 
ing. The opportunity thus afforded hi®, of 
increasing his knowledge, he did not misapply: 



In the Baker's M$S. vol. 34. p. 157. University Library, 
Cambridge, the nomination of Taylor to a fellowship at 
All, Souls, Oxoiu lis preserved, and k as follows: 
. " Nominatio Jer. Taylor ad locum Socii in Coll. Onuu 
Anim. Oxon. 

'■' 4t iQuilielmus r Pro , videntia Divina Cant: Archiep'us to- 
tfus ATrgha* Erimas et Metropol. nee non Univewltfetis 
O^on, panc^llar. Collegiiq; Aoimamm Omnium fidelium 
defunctorum ,de Oxon. Visitator^ Patronus, et Ordinarius* 
iMlectis liotiis in Christo Custodi, Vicecustodi, omnibtksq; 
etfefogulis died Collegii Sociis et Scholaribus salutem et 
gr^iam,. Cum; locus Socii Artistae- Collegii vestri dudum 
vacayerit, et vacuus est in presenti, cumq; potestas sup- 
pletidi deftcientem'humerlim Socidnfm vestroruni, nobis 
p& istttu^a XTolkgii vesttf ' sit resSrvate, ratiene ne^Kgen- 
tia? vestrae, eo quod drctus locus, Sqcii vacantia, infra dice 
in statutis Collegii vestri limitatos, per vos non fuerit 
perimpletus. Nos numerum Sociorum vestrorum, secun- 
dum . pot'extaum, aoAtn^atore vestra nobis: ^omn^skam, 
iflajlere. vojontes ^erem^n ^aylor.A^^um i M^ um ,adifijg f . 
plendura dictum ldcum Artistae vacantem, designamus 
▼obis mandantes ut prsefatum Jeremiam Taylor, ad d i ctum 

locum . vacantem. secundum formam statutorum Collegii 

fd'ifaol'-Ty'U; -,ifo.(» jsjll ■ , / r '. . .TVS' .-uT.'jT*^ 
vestri recipiatis et.admittatis. In cuius rei testimonium, 

jigillum nostrum, Arcni-ep ale presentibus apponi fecimuj- 

Dat. in Manerio nostro de Larabehitji, vjcesslmo ^prlmo 

die Mensis Novembris, Anno Tfni. 1635. et nostra; l*rans. 

annQtertio. , .... , >, * 

* See the admission Boot of bellows, MS. in AH Soul's, 

lib. Oxon. *" Jeremiaslfaylor'bio. Ellie, Artium fifagister* 

" l6| J • January 14, perpetual fellow. 
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and Whilst in this new sfeat of leaning he 
accomplished the object of his patron's muni* 
ficence, and gratified his own attachment to 
literature, " love and admiration . still waited 
w upon him." • 

At this time the Papists circtilated a report; 
that he was strongly inclined to ei\ter into comv 
•munion with the church, of Rome. But the 
authority upon which this rests must be con- 
sidered very doubtful: for the fact is weijl 
established, that the popish faction at that 
time omitted no opportunity of promoting its 
interest; and doubtless, anticipated a splendid 
-triumph in the conversion of such a disciples 

•^ .'../> . - . ' '■;■.- v ::.- 

1 it seems^ that the eaigeaness of the party fbr 
•o eminent a . convert - had carried its hopds 
to an unreasonable degree : grounded, it might 
b£, upon the intimacy of Tajflor with IViiicis a 
t&tncta Cl?^a, a membjei* of the Ifcomish church ; 
upon his knowledge of popish writings, which 
was extensive ; /ttid upon the fervour of his 
piety, which glowed with seraphic warmth. 
The best answer to this report is an appeal to 
hfe worts, ^hich contain nothing that savours 

> ■' +* Bp. Buafc'« funeral sermon* 
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of Rtfmitfi errors ; but, on the contrary* abound 
with arguments against them, as energetic 
and zealous, as are to be met -with in the afaiett 
apologies of 'the reformed religion. 

Reference may directly be made to his ser- 
mon, preached a short time after the circu- 
lation of this report, at St. Mary's at Oxford, 
before the University, " on the fifth o£ Novem- 
u ber, in the yedr one thousand six hundred and 
« thirty-eight, 6n.the anniversary of the Gun. 
u polwler Treason," and. by. the appointment 
ctf his patron the Archbishop. , In -this sermon!, 
says the Oxford antiquary, several things were 
inserted agriinst the Papists by the vice-chan- 
cellor, which gave such offence to them, that 
they rejected' <him with scorn, particularly to 
his frktod Francis, a St Clara % who told An- 

,, 9 Attap. Oxon. vol. t£ p. ^oo. and. General Dictionary, 

printed at Oxford, 1638. v 

; * Ifrancfe a Sancta Clara: Wag author of a religious 

;work callejl "&au9, Nftura,< Gratia. Sive Tractates 4e 

44 Predeetinatione, de' Mentis 8c peccatorum remis- 

" sione, seu de Justificatione, & denique de sanctorum 

** Itivocatfone. 

o* * Ujri ad trutinlma Fidei [Cbtholicae examinatur con- 

« fessio Anglicana et ad singula puncta, quid teneat, qua- 

u liter differat, excutitur. 

" Doctrina etiam doctoris subtilis, D.Augustini 86- 

" quacis acutissinbi* oMm Oxonwr & CanUbrigic, k 
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thony Woodf that Tkylorafterwkrdfe expired 
some sorrow for what he had m& But there 
k season for believing that the.antiquaiy was 
too credulous on this oetraaioti: for if the 
vice-chancellor had done what was reported; 
he must havie tomptetely - 1 new-tnodslled thfe 
Whole discourse, it being as direct an attack 
upon the principles Which actiiftted that partyi 
as can well be imagined. That a man, I£k£ 
Taylor, should deliberately pronounce such & 
discourse, and afterwards childishly lament it 
ki the ears of the; very party* he hatd so stretiu- 
dtisly and successfully opposed, is scarcely to 
be credited. 

f In the first letter aildressfed «« to a gentleman 
«' who was tended to the Romish* church,* 
Written many years 'after, he denies the diarge 
in terms too plain to be misinterpreted. After 
answering such parts of the subject as related 



" 6olem.nit.ur approbata, & honorific^ praelecta, exponitur 
" & propugnatur. » 

" Accessit paraphrastica expositio reliquorum articu- 
11 Iorum confessionis Anglic®." 

In the title page he styles himself " Olim Duacenses 
u in Collegio D. Bonaventure, Provincise Angliae, F.F. 
" Minorum, S. Theol. Lectorem primarium." The book 
published at Lyons in 1654* 
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to the particular case of the person he is ad- 
dressing, he says, "the other thing I am to speak 
" to is, the report you have heard of my incli- 
" nations to go ova: to Rome. Sir, that party 
" which need such lying stories for the sup- 
" port of their cause, proclaim their cause to 
" be very weak, or themselves to be very 
u evil advocates. Sir, be confident, they dare 
" not tempt me to do so, and it is not the 
* c Jirst time they have endeavoured to serve 
" their ends by saying such things of me. 
" But I bless God for it; it is perfectly 
" a slander, and it shall, I hope, for ever 
" prove so." r 

About this time he was appointed chaplain 
in ordinary to the King, having already * been 
made chaplain to the archbishop. And on 
the 23d ' of March, in the year 1637-8, he 

ly r Zvpfi OfcAoy, p. 68. 

ft See the dedication prefixed to the sermon. 

c It is stated in the Biographical Dictionaries, that Laud 
presented him to the, rectory of Uppingham. But the 
following is a copy of the institution register at Peter- 
borough. It is propable that it was his option, or that 
lie used his interest to obtain it for his chaplain. " 23d 
" March 1637-8, the Rev. Jeremy Taylor, Clerk, M. A. 
" was instituted by francis, Lord Bishop of Peter* 
"* borough, on the presentation of William, Lord Bishop 
" of London, on the designation of Edward Martin." 
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vms instituted to the rectory of Uppinghatn, 
in the county of Rutland, by Francis Dee, 
Bishop of Peterborough, on the presentation 
of William Juxon, Bishop of London; and 
oh the resignation of Edward Martin, B. D. 

I 

He had no sooner received institution into 
this preferment, than he commenced his 
charge u over it ; and continued to reside at 

u A charge, which he found in the hands of Peter 
Hausted, curate under the late incumbent, and a man 
not unknown in the republic of letters. He was admitted 
to his degree of D. D. on the 1st of Nov. 1642, at Oxford, 
the day on which Taylor was admitted to his. Anthony 
Wood gives the following account of him. " This noted 
" person was born at Oundle, in Northamptonshire, edu- 
" cated at Queen's college, in Cambridge, entered into 
" holy orders, when A. M. became curate of Uppingham, 
lA in Rutlandshire, and at length rector, as 'tis said, of 
" Hadham, in Herts. Upon the breaking out of the 
" Rebellion, or thereabouts, he became chaplain to the 
" Nobte and Loyal Spencer, Earl of Northampton, stuck 
" close to him in all engagements, was with him at the 
,'• castle of Banbury, in Oxfordshire, when stoutly de» 
" fended against them: where, concluding his last day 
" in the year 1645, was either buried in the precincts of 
" that castle, or else in the church of Banbury. This * 
" person, who was always accounted an ingenious man 
" and an excellent poet, hath written and published 
" several things; as, ist. *The Rival Friends, a Comedy, 
" London, 163,2, 4to. acted before the King and Queen 
u At Cambridge, 19th March 1630. 2d. Senile Odium: 
" Comedia Cantabrigian publici academicis rechata ia 
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Uppingham tmtU the year 164%. On * the 
07th of May, in the year 1639, he was mar- 
lied in the church of that! town to Phoebe 
Landisdale, by whom there is sufficient au- 
thority to state, he had four sow and three 
daughters. I 

A diligent search has been made after the 
family of Mrs. Taylor, which has not been 
attended with success. The fact of her mar* 
riage having been solemnized in the church 
at Uppingham might lead to the supposition 
of her having been an inhabitant of that neigh- 



" Coll. Reginali ab ejusdem Collegii juventute, Cantab. 
M 1633, in I2\ 3d. Ten Sermons preached upon several 
** Sundays and Saints' Days, Lond. 1636, in 4to. To 
" which is added, an Assize Sermon, ^th. Ad Populum. 
" A Lecture to the People, with a Satire against Sepa- 
" ratists, Oxon. 1644, &c * m three sheets, 4to. It is a 
M poem, and the title of it was given by King Charles the 
** First, who seeing it in manuscript, with the title of a 
" Sermon to the People, he altered it, and caused it to 
" be called a Lecture, Arc. being then much pleased with 
" it. He also translated into English Hymnus* Tabaci, 
" &c. London, 165 1, 8vo. 

* Parish register of Uppingham, in which Taylor's 
hand writing occurs, from the year 1637 to 1641. 

•' Hymnus Tabaci, sive de Paetq libri duo, wu written by Raphael 
Thorius, commonly called Thoris, by birth a Frenchman, who studied 
phytic at Oxford, and died of the plague in London, 1625. Wood's 
Athen. Vol.U. p.719. and Vol. I. p. 422. 
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bourhood, if not of that parish* it baupg a 
custom loog prevalent in this country for the 
ceremony to takepkce in the church to which 
the residence of thd bride » attached. A 
latter from her husband, addressed to, her 
brother, Dr.Laqgsdale, at Gainsborough, con- 
tains the oxily allusion to her family that is 
met with; and beigg one amoqgst the very 
few specimens of his epistolary writing on 
record, is, on that account* here inserted at 
length. ; . 

" To my very deare Brother Dr.Langsdale, at 
" his Apothecaryes House in Gainsborough. 

" Deare Brother, 

" Thy letter was most welcome to me, 
" bringing the happy newes of thy recovery. 
" I had notice of thy danger, but watched 
" for this happy relation, and had layd wayte 
" with Rdyston to inquire of Mr. Rumbould. 
" I hope I shall not neede to bid thee be 
* € careftdl fot the perfecting thy health and 
" to be feareful of a relapse j though I am 
" very much, yet thou thyself art more con- 
u cerned in it. But this I will remind thee 
" of, that thoii be infinitely to performe to 
" God all those holy promises which I sup- 
" pose thou didst make in thy aicknesse; 
n 
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u and remember what thoughts thou hadrt 
then, and beare them along upon thy spirit 
all thy life time ; for that which was true 
then, is so Still; and the world is really 
as vain a thing, as thou didst then suppose 
it. I durst not tell thy mother, of thy 
danger (though I heard of it) till at the 
same time I told her of thy recovery* 
Poore woman ! she was troubled and pleased 
at the same time; but your letter did de- 
termine her. I take it kindly that thou 
hast writ to Bowman. If I had been in 
condition, you should not have beene 
troubled with it; but, as it is, thou and I 
must be content. Thy mother sends her* 
blessing to her and her little Molly; so 
doe I, and my prayers to God for you both. 
Your little cozens are your servants, and 
I am 

" thy most affectionate and endeared 
" brother, 
« November " y Jbr Taylor." 

" 24th 1643. 

Of the exemplary manner in which Taylor 
administered the spiritual concerns of his 

* This letter is in Taylor's hand writing, MSS. Donat. 
4*74, Art.49* in the Brit. Mus. 
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parish, a fair conclusion may be drawn both 
from his ardent piety and from the way 
in which he himself speaks of his experience 
in the conduct of souls. As favourable an im- 
pression may be received of the manner in 
which he regulated the secular affairs of his 
duty, from the evidence left on the parochial 
records, whence it appears that he was always 
present at the election of annual officers and 
entered many particulars in the books with his 
own hand. Amongst others of inferior note 
is the copy of a letter directed to him and the 
churchwardens from Dr. John Towers, bishop 
of Peterborough, upon the subject of an organ; 
for the erection of which an order had been 
sent to Taylor by Bishop Dee, there having 
been an instrument of the same kind formerly 
in the church. 

The parish had obeyed the order, but were 
at a loss how to provide a stipend for an organ- 
ist ; and the object of this letter was to give 
directions to that purpose. 

But this is not the only instance in which 
he appears to have promoted decency and re* 
gularity in the public service of his church ; 
for in the next page of the book alluded to, 

c . 
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a remarkable entry occurs in his own hand, 
containing /a list erf the books, vestments, ves- 
sds and' furniture belonging to the church; all 
of which seem to have been new, as the re- 
cord begins by stating, that on the i oth of May 
in the year 1639, they were dedicated for the 
church off Uppingham, by the bishop of Peter- 
borough, in the cathedral church. * 

During his residence upon his living he lost 

his son William, who was a buried at Uppingham, 

, z From ^eir being dedicated, there is reasoq to sup- 
pose they were a gift to the church. Degge, p. i. c. 12. 
says, "Wat & person may give or dedicate goods to God's 
smicftimthe church, and deliver them into the custody 
qf thf churchwardens, and thereby the property is imme- 
diately changed." But this does not seem to have been 
prkctisgd, or tb be necessary in the ordinary case of 
theinbeingprovidediby the churchwardens, at the ex- 
pence of the parish. In the particular instance now be- 
fore us their superior costliness bespeaks something more 
than parochial origin. They are stated as follows. . One 
ihaHce with fc cover -silver and gilt ; two patins silver and 
.gik; ^wq.pe^er flaggons ; one diaper napkin for a ♦cor- 
porate ; one bible ; one book of common prayer ; one altar 
cloth of green silk damask ; fwo altar cloths of diaper y 
one long cushion of crimson velvet, lined with crimson 
serge with four great tassels of crimson silk ; one short 
cushion of the same ; one tippet of \taffety sarcenet; one 
surplice ; two black hoods of serge lined with taffety sar- 
cenet. 
- » VkL Par. Regist. de Uppingham. 

* CorportU erftcarididtim atq. mundmm, savt Linwood, quit wguificattin- 
donon, in qui Corpus Chriiti fuit inVolutum, 
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on the 28th of May, in the year 1642. Till 
this time of life Taylor appears to have ex- 
perienced an uninterrupted series of good for- 
tune. But the hoi*r . wm now arrived when, 
in common with every established minister 
and loyal subject, he was to suffer a reverse. 



c 2 
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CHAP. II. 

FROM 1642 TO 1645. 

^\N the 3d of November in the year 1640, 
^-^ that parliament assembled which accom- 
plished the subversion of the monarchical and 
episcopal governments. One of its first acts 
was the impeachment of Taylor's great patron, 
Archbishop Laud, who was committed to the 
custody of the gentleman usher on Friday the 
1 8th of the ensuing December, and op Monday 
the 1 st of May following was finally conveyed 
to the tower. 

The situation of the archbishop, opposed by 
powerful and vindictive enemies, must have 
deeply aifccted the susceptible and ardent mind 
of Taylor: and the danger which he saw im- 
pending over the ecclesiastical government, 
called for those exertions which his knowledge 
and ability were so highly calculated to sup- 
ply. These produced his " Episcopacy a asser- 

* The Bishop of Exon (Hall) led the way in defence of 
episcopacy, (says Heylin in his Life of Laud) presenting 
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ted against the Aeriahs b and AcephaK new and 
old j" which was published at the king's com- 



" An humble remonstrance to the high court of Parlia- 
" ment, in behalf of liturgy and episcopacy/' which pre* 
sently was encountered with an answer, wherein the origi- 
nal of liturgy and episcopacy is pretended to be discussed. 
This answer framed by a junto of five Presbyterian minis* 
ters, in or about the city of London, the letters of whose 
names being laid together made up the word Smectymnuus. 
The bishop replies in a " Vindication ;" which vindication 
had a rejoinder, by Smectymnuus. And at the same time 
a discourse was published by Sir Thomas Ashton. In 
die first part of which he gives " A survey of the inconve* 
" niences of the Presbyterian discipline, and the inconveni- 
" ences thereof with the constitution of this state." And 
in the second, " The original institution, succession, and 
*< jurisdiction of the ancient and venerable order of bishops.'* 
This last part was seconded within the Compass of this 
year ( 1641 ) by the History of Episcopacy, first published 
as the work of Theophilus Churchman, and not till many 
years after owned by the author's name. The next year 
brought forth a book by Dr. Taylor, called " Episcopacy 
" asserted," and the Aeriomastix of John Thyer, &c. All 
of them backed, and the two last encouraged by many pe- 
titions to his Majesty, and both houses of Parliament, not 
only from the two Universities, whom it most concerned, 
but from several counties of the kingdom. Fol. p. 465. 

b Aerius, from whom this sect is denominated, was a 
Presbyter of Sebastia. He separated from the church, 
because Eustathius was raised to the bishopric of Sebas- 
tia in preference to himself, about 385. Taylor adopts 
the supposition of some persons, that he was the founder 
of the Presbyterians. 

. c 3 
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mand, 'It was brought out at Oxfbftl in the 
year 1642 in quarto, and was printed by Leo- 
nard Lichfield, Printer to the University. In 
the title page, he stiles himself " Jer. Taylor, late 
Fellow of All SoulesinOxon," whence we infer 
.that he had not then been admitted to the de- 
gree of Doctor in Divinity, and that the publi- 
cation, of this work was not later than the au- 
tumn of that year. 

* Inthis treatise he employs consummate learn- 
ing, and adduces powerful evidence to demon- 
strate that Christ instituted a government in 
his church, which was first committed by him 
to the apostles, with a: power of joining others 
and appointing successors in the apostleship ; 
jthat this succession into the ordinary office of 
apostleship is continued iu the order of bishops: 
for the apostle and bishop are thfe same as well 
in name and person, as in office ; which Christ 
hinjpetftu%made distract from that ofPresby- 
Utb: — conferring 1 on apostles «dme powers, 
wfiich he did not giVe to others ; as of Ordiiia- 
4don, confirmation, and superiority of juris- 
diction : so that bishop! are successors in the 
Office of apostleship according Jjf the geperat 
tenor of antiquity. He then proceeds to shew 
that the institution of episcopacy as well at the 
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apo&letbip is expressed to lie rfaw^rby 
tire authority : that in pursuance ofthe divin* 
institution* the apostles ordained bishops in s& 
veral churches ; as St» James at Jerusalemy and 
after hkd Simeon ; Timothy at Ephesus ; Titus 
at Crete j Mark at Alexandria; Poly carp at 
Smyrna, and many others. So that episcopacy 
is at least of apostolical ordinance jv resting ori 
the s^une foundation with many other points 
generally believed ; and was an office ofgreat 
weight and power. That this office was not 
lessened by the assistance and council of pres- 
byters; and that such has been the faith and 
practice bf Christendom. He then points but 
that the feit thjhg done in the ohmtiatt 
church, upon the cjeattj of the apostles* was the 
distinguishing of/ names, which before were 
used in common, appropriating the *rord epifr- 
copus or hishop/td the supreme church officer, 
calling the/bishop, and him only, the pastor and 
doctor of the church. That this wfc a distinct 
order from the;ifest, to which the presbyterate 
was but a degree, there t?emg a peculiar man- 
ner of ordination to a bishopric, at which 
presbyters never assisted by imposition of 
hands. For bishops had a power distinct, afld 
superior to that of presbyters : as of ordination, 
confinnatioii, u and jurisdiction ; this was ex* 
i . c 4 
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pressed in attributes of authority, which re* 
quired universal obedience to be given to bi- 
shops by clergy and laity ; appointed them to 
be judges of the clergy and spiritual causes of 
the laity ; forbad presbyters to officiate with- 
out episcopal licence, reserved church-goods 
to episcopal dispensation ; and forbad presby- 
ters to leave their own diocese, or to travel 
without leave of the bishop. He shews, that 
the bishop had power to prefer which of his 
clerks he pleased, and that bishops only voted 
in councils, and neither presbyters nor people: 
that the bishop had a propriety in the persons 
of his clerks: and that the jurisdiction of bi- 
shops was over many congregations, or parishes ; 
which was aided by presbyters, but not im- 
paired ; so that the government of the church 
by bishops was believed necessary. For they 
are schismatics and heretics that separate from 
their bishops ; and bishops were always in the 
church mefe of great honour, and trusted with 
affairs of secular interest. On this account they 
were forced to delegate their power and put 
others in substitution. But these were always 
clergymen : for there never was any lay-elder 
in any church office heard of in the church. 

- .Such are the contents of this learned and 

ii 
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valuable treatise, which he dedicates to Sir 
Christopher Hatton, afterwards created Lord 
Hatton of Kirby, and a man worthy of his 
friendship and commendation. Faithful to 
religion and his king, possessing a more than 
ordinary share of knowledge, a great admirer 
of learning, and wanned by an even flame of 
piety, in him Taylor found a patron capable of 
appreciating his worth, and a disposition eager 
to embrace his friendship. 

Their acquaintance originated, probably, du- 
ring Taylor's residence at Uppingham, in the 
neighbourhood of Kirby, the seat of the 
Hattons, a seat enlarged and ornamented by 
this distinguished nobleman. 

Sir ° Christopher was the son and heir of a 
father of the same name and title, and was 
educated at Jesus d College in Cambridge, aad 

9 Vide Dugdale Baron. 

* Vide Ath. Oxon. Vol. i. p. 223. Sir Christopher 
Hatton was attached to, the study of antiquity, and at con* 
siderable expence obtained collections from public re- 
cords, ancient charters and other. MSS. The world is in- 
debted to him for using his interest in encouraging Dug- 
dale in his studies, and placing him in a situation that en- 
abled him to prosecute them with the greatest facility. 
Sir Christopher was member for Higham Ferrers, ia 
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made Knight of the Bath at the coronation of 
Jting Charles Ae Erst ; to whom he mani- 
fested the warmest attachment He was one 
©f the first who oame to assist his sovereign ; 
and supported the xoyal cause, both by his 
person and with his estate. As a reward for 
auch services, in the year 1643, he was created 
Lord Hatton of Kirby, in the county of North- 
ampton, and constituted comptroller of the 
household, having been admitted to the degree 



Northamptonshire, in the Parliament which met Novem- 
ber the 3d} 1640, and foreseeing the issue of the measures 
pursued bj the predominant party, that the public wor- 
ship would be profaned, and works of art destroyed, be 
encouraged Dugdale to visit as many of our principal 
churches as he could, in order to preserve the remem- 
brance of whatever was worthy of his pencil. In the sum- 
mer of 1641 , Dugdale, accompanied by William Sedgwick, 
a skilful arms-painter, " repaired first to the cathedral of 
•St. Paul, and next to the Abbey of Westminster, and 
Jfere madeieaact draughts of all the monuments in eaoh 
of them, copied the epitaphs according to the very letter, 
and all the arms in the windows or cut in stone. All of 
which being done with great exactness, Mr. Dugdale 
wdto to aPteterborough, Ely, Norwich, Lincoln, New- 
ofauponTrentt jBev*rley % £otttfcwetH Kingston upon Hull, 
York, Selbyy Chester* Lteh&eld, lamworth, Warwick> 
and did the like in all those cathedral, collegiate, conven 
tuaLaiiol divers other ehcotthes, • wherein any tombs and 
monuments' wete te be found; to* the end^hat the memory 
of, them -might be ''fueaerved for future and better times. 
Fasti. Oxon. p. 694. 
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•f doctor of tivil law \i Oxford, oti the same 
ttejr with Taylon> At the restoration he w^ 
appointed governor of Guernsey, and a privy 
counsellor. How Taylor valued this noble 
person is best expressed in his own language; 
conveyed in the epistle dedicatory, prefixed 
to the " Great Exemplar." 

u My lord," he says, " Although the results 
" and issues of my retirements and study, do 
4( naturally run towards you, and carry no 

* excuse for their forwardness, but the confi- 
f € dence that your goodness rejects no emana- 

* tion of a great affection, yet in this address 
" I am apt to promise myself a fair inter- 
" pretation, because I bring you an Instru- 
w ment, and auxiliaries to that devotion, 
•*■ whereby we believe you are dear to God, and 

* know that you are, to good men." 

Sir Christopher appears to have been a per* 
son of n^ordinary merit : for Taylor in another 
part 1 of his* works speaks of u his wisdom aad 
& teaming, the gteat reputation he had abroad 
"* and;th<e honour he had at home ; that he had 
*« sequred to himself a great name in all the 
%€ registers of honour by his skill and love to 
" all things that are excellent j that he was 
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" loved and honoured by the beauties of hit 
u virtue, and the sweetness of his disposition, 
" by his worthy employments at court, and his 
w being so beloved in his country, by the value 
" his friends put upon him, and the regard that 
« strangers paid to him, by his zeal for the 
" church, and his busy care in the promoting 
" all worthy learning, by his religion and his 
H nobleness." 

We have stated that about the time of 
Taylor's institution to Uppingham, he was 
appointed one of the chaplains in ordinary; and 
being warmly attached to his royal master, 
the fortune of the one involved to a great de- 
gree that of the other. It is with reason 'pre- 
sumed that he quitted Uppingham at the lat- 
ter end of the summer of the year 1642 ; and 
from that time he must be considered as bear- 
ing his part in the public calamity. 

On the twenty-second of August of the 
same year, the King erected his standard at 
Nottingham, and proceeded by a circuitous 
inarch to Oxford. Taylor was called upon to 
attend his Majesty in his capacity of chaplain, 

e His handwriting is not met with in the registers at 
Uppingham after that time. 
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and might possibly h&ve joined the army at 
that time, as its route lay at a short distance 
from his residence at Uppingham. The King 
after the battle of Edgehill, on the 23d of 
October, pursued his course on the following 
day towards the University, and in his way 
forced the garrison at Banbury to surrender ; 
and he occupied the time between the 23d of 
October and the 1 ith of the succeeding month 
in advancing through Oxford and Reading to 
Colnbrook, with the intention of proceeding 
to the capital; but, finding his march ob- 
structed by the superiority of the forces op- 
posed to him, he returned to the University, 
and resided for some time at Christ Church. 
During this cessation from conflict, Wood rfe- 
lates, that " it was his Majesty's pleasure that 
u there should be a creation in ail faculties, of 
" such as had either done him service in the 
" late battle, or had retired to him at Oxford 
*' for shelter, to avoid the barbarities of the 
•* Presbyterians, then very frequent through* 
" out the nation. Accordingly a f convocation 

r This convocation is denominated the Caroline, and in 
.Liber. Convocation^ Univ. Oxon. Archiv. S. B. 25, 1641 
—1647, is called « celeberrima convocatione." The King 
Jbtmstif signed the book in the margin " Charles R." So 
numerous were the degrees, that " darkness coming on 
u before the business was concluded, the convocation was 
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« wa&heidon the ist of November, — >* <jqn» 
^ vocation >me«jiorablje both fotthe nmnber of 
* , degrgtjs created, and the persons upon whoa 
«« they were conferred. Amongst these Taylor 
" is <M#spjquous*" But whjkt he was r& 
ceiving;th$ honour of his degree* he wa* losing 
the subsistence which his benefice had afforded 
fcimj r For on the 1 5th. pf the preceding Ootp- 
be** jbhe E§u$^$aent had resolved, ";that the 
f * fintfef »eift%; and profits of archbishops, 
" bishcpfe deaes and chapters, and of such 
." notorious djelinc|ue**ts as had taken up arms 
" against the: Parliament, or had been &ctiye 
« in tfc$ jcortmu»siw of; array, should be a*- 
•Vqjtt^stejrgd for the use :a»d .service of the 
«« qowfl\D^we^th/ , ; < " . 

ThjSidefltintiction.ofchfarches followed. The 
organs^ painted' H^ndxxws, *&& monuments were 
defaced. Tithes frere^refused to'. those who 
readivthe Gonhndn iPrtyer; afcdi the regular 
di>ii»s! wcare: plundered, thjeir livings Bequea- 
itered^rand themselves drivea away, to make 
room for schismatics and enthusiasts. 



« 4 adjciti»ed;t>cUhara*B!day^ 

and James > Duke of Mioifc, <wjera then created Hasten of 

Aft**;. ..jo/ Jfi'jrt - } li-i!:!-iJ7 a:>" ..^Jii ;• ' ,fl — '. - ' 
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After this time mehaueno trace . of Tayke 
en his benefice at Uppingham S And as the 
next year commenced with the prosecution of 
the treaty between the parliamentary coratHis- 
skrners and the Kingv then: at Oxford, v jt may 
be presumed that lie was nqwin attendance 
on his royal master; who remained in {tug 
city until August, having < been Joined by the 
Queen on the t^bto£ Jvtyi , 

Being one of the King's retinue, he is re* 
ported to have accompanied the army, which was 
before Gloucester on the loth of that month, 
and at Newbury on die 20th of October* 
But the loss sustained by the royai forces at 

* 'fholigK Taylor was compelled to leave his benefice, 
which was sequetteigd, it does not appear that he reltoU 
guished his claim to it. For no rector occurs between 
his departure and the year 1661, when John Aldington 
signs himself as such. In the mean timp, viz. at Easter, 
164*, Anthony Harvey $jgpp himself, as acting in the 
choice of a churchwarden, . for the rector " in naming «£ 
u potestate ejus." During the ten years following no 
record seems to have been made of the choice of officers-; 
but on the 20th of April 165^, paniel Swift is mentioned 
m choosing a churchwarden, and sutyscrfyes himself 
" Pastor de Uppingham." From this date to the Easter 
of 1 66 1 no signature occurs* either of rector or pastor. 
John Allington then signs himself " Rector there," and 
he was probably the same as had been curate in i 631. 
Hence it appears that no person h^d subscribed himse^ 
rector of the parish, between the time of Taylor's soguw- 
tration and the year 1661, when he was raised to the mitre. 
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the latter place, induced the King to return 
again to Oxford, where he assembled a Par- 
liament on the 22d of January ; which waa 
prorogued from the 16th of April till the 8th 
e£ October. But the court continued at Ox- 
ford until the 7th of May 1645 i ^^ ^°" 
graphers have asserted, with great appearance 
of truth that, during these intervals of rest 
from warfare, Taylor, in concert with Usher * 
and Sheldon ', was often summoned to preach 
before it. 

< On the 7th of May the King again took the 
field, and marched to relieve Chester; but 
afterwards diverted his course towards Leices- 
ter, and took it by storm on the 29th. Thence 
he adyanced towards Daventry, with the inten- 
tion of relieving Oxford, then threatened with 

> See Life of Usher, b}- John Aikm, M.D. 1812. p. 264. 

1 At this time much of the worth and learning of the 
kingdom was concentrated in Oxford. Usher, driven 
from the primacy of Ireland, was there, residing in the 
"house of his friend Dr. Prideaux, Bishop of Worcester; 
;occupied in preparing an edition of the Epistles of Bar- 
nabas and Ignatius, and generally preaching every sab* 
bath*day in some of the churches. Dr. Hammond also 
*Irad sought an asylum in Magdalen-college, the seat of 
his earlier studies, and was employed in bringing before 
-the world his Practical Catechism, and in publishing 
several other tracts upon subjects most perverted by the 
errors of the time. 
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a siege ; but hearing that the parliamentary 
general had withdrawn his troops, he turned 
to Northampton. 

On the 14th of June the King lost almost 
the whole of his forces, and his cabinet of 
papers and letters, at the battle of Naseby* 
Sp complete was the victory on that day in 
favour of the Parliament, that the King, with 
some scattered horse was compelled to fly from 
Leicester to Ashby-de-la-Zouch ; thence to 
Lichfield, and, for a safer retreat, into Wales* 
And though he was sufficiently recruited to 
advance with a body of horse towards Lich- 
field in the beginning of August, yet there is 
reason to conclude that Taylor did not return 
\yithhim. 

If, indeed, he were still in attendance on 
the army, he must have accompanied it through 
the counties of Nottingham, Lincoln, Hun* 
tingdon, and Bedford, and arrived at Oxford 
on the 28th of August ; two days after which 
the forces marched, to Campden ; and, having 
taken a fruitless route through the counties of 
Gloucester, Hereford, Worcester, Salop, and 
Chester, again returned to Oxford. 



/ 
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* But the King's prospects were now enve- 
loped in gloom ; and to so low a state had he 
fallen on the 7th of April of the succeeding 
year, that he was compelled to quit Oxford at 
midnight, in disguise, accompanied only by 
Dr. Hudson and Mr. John Ashburnham, and 
to put himself under the protection of the 
Scots' army, then before Newark. From this 
day no chaplain was in attendance on his per- 
son. Though he wrote to the Parliament, 
desiring Dr. Sheldon and some other of his 
chaplains might be with him, he was refused ; 
end it was not until the 16th of August of the 
year 1647, that we find them waiting upon 
him, which they then did at Hampton-court. 
'But that Taylor was not erf* the number, ap- 
pears from the publication of his " Liberty of 
Prophecying," which took place in this year ; 
and was written, as he himself declares in his 
Epistle Dedicatory prefixed to that work, after 
his retreat into Wales. - 

The conclusion which is drawn from the 
facts produced is, that Taylor retired into 
^tfales, either in the summer of the year 1645, 
or in the spring of the year succeeding. 
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CHAP. III. 

FROM 1646 TO 1647. 

AMONGST the many circumstances that 
at once attract attention and excite 
surprise during the gloomy contest, which at 
that time distracted England, and drove her 
most religious inhabitants from their homes, 
to seek an asylum at a distance from the 
scene of discord, none more deeply impresses 
the mind, than the numerous and profound 
writings which were rapidly published and 
read with avidity, during such a season. 

This may in some measure be accounted 
for, by the slight apprehension entertained by 
the people, of the fatal issue of the contest, 
in the murder of the sovereign ; and least of 
all, by the King himself; who was known, 
even during his restraint, » to be sufficiently 
tranquil, to investigate the profundity of 
Hooker and Hammond, and enjoy the imagin- 
ation of Tasso and Ariosto. 

D 2 
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A striking instance of abstraction of mind 
from passing events, is afforded during those 
years of the life of Taylor, which were spent 
either in the hurry of war, or the seclusion of 
a precarious retirement ; the time of his life 
at which we are now arrived. 

During this unsettled state of public affairs, 
though harassed by frequent change of situ* 
ation, and, distracted by the bustle of conflict, 
Taylor did not lose sight of that, which, in his 
estimation, was most valuable, namely, the 
Church of Christ as it had been established 
in England at the Reformation, though now 
abused and persecuted. " We have not only 
felt," he says, " the evils of an intestine 
war, but God hath smitten us in our spirit. 
But I delight not to observe the correspond- 
encies of such' sad accidents, which, as they 
may happen upon divers causes, or may be 
forced violently by the strength of fency, or 
driven on by jealousy, and the too fond 
opinings of troubled hearts and afflicted 
spirits; so they do but help to vex the of- 
fending part, and relieve* the afflicted but 
" with aphantaatic and groundless comfort: 
" I will therefore deny leave to my own 
" affections, to ease themselves by complain* 
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* ihg of others: I shall oiily^rave leave that 
" I may remember Jerusalem, and call to mind 
« the pleasures of the temple, the order of her 
" services, the beauty of hei buildings, the 
" sweetness of her songs, the decency of her 
" ministrations, the assiduity and oeconomy 
" of her priests and Levites, the daily sacri- 
" r fice, and that eternal (fire of 'devotion that 
" went not out by day nor by night : them 
u were the pleasures of our peaqe;ai*d, there 

* is a remanent felicity in the vety memory 
"of those spiritual deKghts whiah we then 
" enjoyed as antepasts of heaven, and con* 
" aignations to an immortality of jays/* * 



The assembly of divines issued a fiwrga g£ 
worihlp,- called «« A Directory," "on the first 
*• h of July in the year 1643 > which was 
" authorised by an ordinance of the thirteenth 
" of March following. On the appearance of 
" this precept, which took away that form of 
** player, that by the authority and consent 
" of all the binding pow& of the kingdom, 
u had beeta used and enjoyed ever since the 

• Polemical discourses, or 2vfxfie\» eioXryuw, Preface to 
Apology for Liturgy. 
k Heylin»s Life of Laud. 

D 3 
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" reformation," Taylor instantly engaged in a 
refutation of its principles, and produced his 
u Apology for authorised and set; forms of 
4€ Liturgy j against the pretence of the 
« Spirit." 

The , treatise itself bears internal evidence 
of its having been written soon after the pub- 
lication of , the directory ; and the dedication, 
which! is to the King, states that it was not 
given -to the world /till: two years afterwards: 
this circumstance fixes th^ date of its com- 
position' in the year 1644.. In the mean time 
he published a discourse concerning prayer 
which appeared in 4to. in 1646, without his 
name 1 */- #ni 'feet the apology is only> an Am- 
£lificaSt*oft of this, >vhidh he called 5« /A Dis- 
♦ f course concerning tPrayer extempore, or by 
" pretense ofrthe nSpiritv in justification : of 
« > authorised arid ; ( iet- forms of LMirgie,* 
**> printed $A the -yere 11646 J 9 

In d$#veriffg, hfe , judgment upop this M** 
jecfc he.exffffee? , ftq^pgfityi being r^lv^dy 
as he himself declares, " not to be angry with 

• Brit. Mus. Trin. Coll. Camb. G..5-41 The 4 name nrf 
the place where published is not meitioned. ' ^ 
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™ any men of another persuasion, as kaAwing 
" that he differed just as much from them* aft 
" they did from him/' : fc c 

He first considers the opinions of thos£ 
who deny all set forms d , though in ihe- 
subject matter they are confessed innocent ind 
blameless. In the course of the investigation 
he canvasses the question of the operation of 
the spirit, applied particularly to the case of 
prayer, and shews, that." whatever this gift 
4 is, or this spirit of prayer, it is to be .ac- 
quired by human industry, by searching! the 
Scriptures, by reading, by conference, and 
i by whatsoever else faculties are improve^ 
< and habits enlarged. That God's spirit 
' hath done his work sufficiently this way, and 
* he loves not .either in, nature or grace 
« (whicji are his two great sanctions) to mul* 
« tiply miracles when there is no need." » 

Having examined the full scope of the objee* 
tions brought by those persons who oppose afl 
set forms, he proceeds to investigate, the sen- 
timents of those who give leave that ;flet forms 

* In the Brit. Mus. ■". An Apology fpr authored and 
" Set Forms of Liturgie, against the Pretence of the 
" Spirit. 4to LoncL 1649*" 

D 4 
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maybe used, provided ifcbe left to themselves 
to make them. .And having stated ami sup. 
ported his argument in favour of authorised 
and set forms of Liturgy, with all the force 
that jtist reason and Scripture afibrd*, he de- 
livers this important opinion: " If all Chris* 
":tian Churches had one common Liturgy, 
" there were not a greater symbol to testify, 
u nor a greater instrument to preserve .tfefc 
" Catholick Communion ; and informer ages, 
" whenever a schism was commenced, and 
H that they called one another heretick, they 
4i • n$t only forsook to pray with one another, 
m but they ako altered their forms, by in* 
" terposition of new clauses,, hymns, and cot 
" lects, and new rites and ceremonies ; only 
" those parts that combined kept the same 
" liturgy ; arid indeed the <same forms: of 
4 ' prayer, were so much the instrument of 
" union, that it was the only ligament of their 
€t society, (for their creeds, I reckon as part 
<* of their liturgy, for so they ever were.:) so 
" that this may teach us a little to gtiess, I 
M will ndt say * inta bow many churches, 
" but into how many innumerable atomic 
" and minutes of churches, those Christians 
^ l^ust needs be scattered, who alter their 

* See Apology for Liturgy, p. 69. 
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r forms according to the number c#!peatfms> 
" and the number of their meetings, every 
« company having a new form of prayer at 
" every convention. And this consideration 
" will notibe in vain, if we remembfcr bow 
u great a blessing unity in churches is, and 
" how hard tor be kept, *with all the arts m 
<* die worid ; and how every thing is powerful 
" . enough for its dissolution. But that a pub- 
" lie form of liturgy, was the great instrument 
" ofcommunion in theprimitive church, ajfpears 
i€ in this, that the xaS-a^en?, or excommtmi- 
# <* cation, was an exclusion, a communicatione 
«* orationis, et conventds, et omnis sancti 
4 < commercii, from ihe participation of the 
" public meeting and prayers j and therefore 
« the more united the prayer is, still it is the 
" greater instrument of union ; the authority 
'* arid consent, the publick spirit, and com* 
" mon acceptation, are so tnany degrees of a 
" more firm arid indissoluble communion." ; 

To give a complete analysis of this powei*. 
ful production might weary* the readers whilst 
by referring him to the original, a rich stone 
of information is displayed to his understand- 
ing, in one of the ablest defences, of liturgy 
that has ever appeared. 

Taylor had given his assistance to the. son 
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of hk friend, LordHatton, m preparing ail 
edition of the Psalms,* according to the au- 
thorized version : this appeared in tfce year 
1644, under the Following. title : ?* The Psalter 
*' of David, with Titles.and Collects according 
•* to the matter of each Psalm, by the Right 
" Honourable Christopher Hatton '•'?' 'All that" 
is new in this publication was the production 
of Taytor. The pi^efelcewhichfc^rshis name, 
and the titles and eoftects adapted to each 
psalm, were the efforts of his mind. To these 
were added devotions for the *help and assist* 
ance of aJJ Christian people on all occasions 
and necessities ; which were published in the 
"fifth edition with additionals/' in the year 
1657. • 

j .This Work, though now supplanted by th« 
incomparable writings of Bishop Home, on 
the same subject, is still worthy of (attention, 
Eich collect imbibes the spirit of the psalm 
to which it is an appendage, and is expressed 
with the commanding simplicity and grace, 
which :are so conspicuous in the writings of 
Taylor. Of the same description are the 
« Devotions," subjoined to the volume ; some 

of which are not original. * 

• 

f In ij^Oxon. See Wood's Athen. Oxon. vol. 1. c. 223. 
l "* In the eighth edition enlarged, published by E. Roy- 
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Taylor having retired into Wiles, wkf roon 
joined, if not accompanied, by his ;femilyj 
which was probably living in. Oxford previous 
to the declension o£ the royal inieJresifc* and 
appears to h^ve been with him . in November 
1643, M ^ e sp^ak* (in his letter to Dr. Langs- 
dale, already inserted) of his wife's mother, in 
terms ^rhich shew that he t was in the same 
place, of residence with her and his ^children; 
It is remarkable, that he makes no allusion td 
his wife in this letter; that she was then 
living, is apparent from the date of her mar- 
riage in 1639, and. the number of children of 
which she was the mother. Biographers, iii* 
deed, agree in speaking „ of her retirement 
with her husband into, Wales. 
. »IJ^re, jteii^, ejected from bis Rr^feru^njt 



and on the persecuted side, he wag & nupett td 




•t^on in 1672, the name of " the Right HonOuraWeXbr* 
Jlfltcntf, -if: omitted, .mid. th*t of " Jet. THylor, ,D, Ifc 
chaplain J*. King ,, Charles i&t of blessed n^niory," 4m 
serted in it* plftce. .. , . , . ', ;;, . ° .Mi'uf. 

. h William Wyatt, of St. John's College, Oxford,, was 
created B.D. at Oxford Sept. L2th 1661. He was Dorn 
at llod&hW ftl Gbucis&rshire/iWdwaiS prevented taking 
his degree 1 in '&**, ; by thel'breiakin^ out of the civfl* war. 
AfterwkVdi' he 1 was assistant- to Dr. Jer. Taylor when h« 
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The place of their residence seems to have 
been at Newton 1 , whence Wyat dates his 
Epistle Dedicatory prefixed to " A New and 
" Easie Institution of Grammar *, which ap* 
u peared in 1*647 * n Duodecimo, and was the 
« joint production of himself and Taylor. In 
" this work there are Two Epistle Dedica- 
" toryj the first, in Latin, by Wyat, is ad- 
" dressed Honoratiwimo Literarum Maacemti 
« acDominoD. Chriatophero Hatton, Domino 
« Hatton de Kirby ; Regiae Majestati k 
" secretioribus consiliis, &a" and is dated 
" ex aedibus Collegii Newtoniensis, CaL 
" Nwem:" 



taught school in Caermarthenshire, and wrote,' as was 
usually said (which he himself also acknowledged) " A 
* 3»9w «wk£awinftitutioaof Grammar, dpc" which was 
published ; under pDr. Taylor's name. Afterwards Wyaty 
taught at Evesham, in Worcestershire, and at length as* 
siste'd Mr. tVlttamFuHeir, while 'he taught a private school 
at Twickenham, in Middlesex. And when Fuller became 
Bishop of Lincoln, he made him not only his chaplain, but 
alsVprebendaryv-and afterwards chantor rf his cathedral. 
Whfcli dignities he resigned in 168 1 . He retired to Nun- 
Baton^ in Warwickshire* where he died in* die house of 
Sir Ric. Newdigate, about 1686. Wood's Fasti. Vol. t. ■■ 

>! A seat near Golden Grove. 

'*.; WooiFast^pxP^ P* 8*Q* is inclined to attribute 
ijbis wjprk .'wfcp^^'WjW; J>ut the Epistles Dedicatory 
b^fcsjAnj^ follQwedby acopv 
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The Second ^risdq Dedicatory y ipttok is in 
English,; and by Taylor is addressed :« To the 



of Latin verses written by F. Gregory, from Westminster 
school, and superscribed " In Grammaticam Reverend! 
« viri domihi, Jer, Taylor^ & Theologice Doetoris recent 
tf editam." They are given in a subsequent note. 

The" Newandeasie Institution of Grammar" is very 
scarce. A copy of it is preserved in the library of Cains 
College, Cambridge, D. h. 5. And as die book is not 
to be met with in the mare public collections of the king* 
dom, some further account of it may be thought requisite. 
Prefixed is a frontispiece. Apollo seated on a mount 
and leaning on his lyre, holds out to the youth below 
a wreath of laurel. Beneath him is a scroll or sheet 
supported by two figures, Philoponus and Musaeus. < On 
the sheet is inscribed " A new and easie Institution of 
" Grammar."' 

" Expedire Grammatico 

" Etiamsi qusedam nesciat." QUINT. 

Beneath this on a shield? of arms is a book open between 
three crowns, and on each side boys seated at their 
studies. The arms are those of the University of Oxford. 
On the opposite page are the following explanatory lines. 

" Explicatio Emblematic 
" Cernis ut in solio sedeat sublimis Apollo, 

" Et cingat medium laurus utrinq. Deum ! , . 
** En, ut grammatici venerati numen adorent, 

" Et cadat ad sacros pronus uterque pedes ; 
" Nee pueri pietate carent ; dant vote magistris # 

" Relligiosa suis, relligiosa Deo. 
" Singula gnuntnriticae quadrant, quam tradit Apollo, 

* Quam pueri discunt, grammaticiq. decent." 
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*' moat hopefull, Christopher Hatton Esqiiire, 1 
" son and hedre to the right honourable the 
" Lord Hatton, of Kirby." As it is but little 
known and in a few years may possibly be en- 
tirely lost, and as it in some measure shews the 
mind of Taylor in adversity, and exhibits a 
specimen of the manner in which he directs 
his subject to the attention of a young man 
born to higher expectations, it is thought wor- 
thy of being recorded at length. 

"Sir, 
" All that know the infinite desires and the 
" many cares, my lord your most honoured 



The title page is as follows?" A new and easie Institu- 
u tion of Grammar. In which the labour of many yeares 
"usually spent in learning the Latine tongue, is shortned 
u and made easie." 
' '< In usum Juventutis Cambro-Britannicae. 

" Non obstant hae discipline per illas euntibus, sed 
" circa illas haerentibus. quint. 

€t London. Printed by J. Young, for It. Royston, and are 
" to be Sold at the signe of the Angel, in Irie Lane, 1 647/' 

1 He was created Viscount Hatton, by Charles II. and 
made Governor of Guernsey. He married Lady Cicely 
Tufton, third daughter of John Earl of Thanetjby whom 
he had Ann, who became the wife of Daniel, Earl of Not- 
tingham ; from whom the present possessor of Kirby is 
descended. 
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" father hath of your education in learning, 
" and exemplary piety, will expound this ad- 
" dress to you, as a compliance with those 
" thoughts and designs of his, by which he in- 
" tends hereafter tarepresent you to the world, 
" to be a person like himself; that is, an able 
" instrument of serving God, and promoting 
" the just and religious interests of God's vice- 
44 gerent and God's churcF. It is yet but earely 
u day with you, 'Adhuctibi messisin m herba: 9 
" but if we may conjecture by the most hope- 
" fill prognosticks of a cleare morning, we who 
" arte servants and relatives of my lord your fa- 
" ther, promise to ourselves the best concern- 
" ing you ; and those are, that you will be- . 
" come such as your honourable father intends 
" you, who had rather secure to you a stock of 
" wisdom then of wealth, or of. the most pom* 
" pous honours. These sadnesses which cloud 
" many good men at this present, have taught 
M us all, that nothing can secure a happinesse 
" or create one, but those inward excellencies, 
" which like diamonds in the night sparkle in 
" despight of darkness. And give me leave to 
w tell you this truth, that however nature and 
44 the lawes of the kingdome may secure you a 

■ Adhuc tua messis in herba. Ovid Ep. xvii. 263. 
Taylor quoted from memory, andnot always with accuracy. 

II 
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f* gmtkioEtauie* and ttttrifc you with tbeeste- 
«« iior character of honour* yet your fortune 
" wiH be but a load of baggage, and yaur ho* 
" hour ah empty gayety* unlesse you build and 
" adorne your house a* your father does, with 
" the advantages and ornaments of learning, 
" upon the foundation. of piety* In order to 
** which give me leave* to help you in laying 
" thia first Atone, which is cut small, and yet 
"according to the strictest inks of art, but 
« *i*a de«gne jurtly allying with your 
" end ; for it is contrived with no small bre» 
« vity, that since you are intended for a long 
" journey, to a great progresse of wisdom and 
" knowledge, you may not be stopped at your 
« setting out, but proceed like the sun, whose 
« swiftness is just proportionable to the length 
" of his course. For, Sir, you: will neither 
« satisfie your honourable father's care, nor 
« the expectation of your friends, nor the hum- 
« blest desires of your servants; if you here* 
*' after shall he wise and pious but in the even 
« tanke of other men. 

" We expect you to shew to the world an 
" argument* and make demonstration whose 
" sonne you are, that you may be learned even 
" to an ej^unple, pious up to a proverb ; and 
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* tffifeaw y ou exeril tko» botrndi^hicHcu^ 
"teartjasd iadwotio* hath olade to bee the 
" terme and utmost ditae *ff ibftny of your 
" ranke, we shall driely say you are not vicious, 
€< not unlearned? and what a poor character that 
c ^ttflt Ite of you, yourself will be the best 
A \ judge, 1 when you remember who and what 
"your father is. Sir, this freedome of expres- 
,1* siair, I hope you will pardon when you shall 
" know that it fe the sense tod d*wres of 
•« one of the heartiest and dewutest of your 
" most honoured father's servants; -who hath 
€C had the honour ta have 3Q much, of fyis pri- 
" vacies comawnicated tohirn^ aa to be witness 
" of his cares, his sigbfes, his jrojpes and 1 feares 
" concerning you ; and for the advance and 
" proitootaoift Tof yoOr b£st> irttereatliw ^ ,1 hope, 
" Sir, that neither this ihonftiota, n6r the pre- 
" sent institution of ^he firsts but the most ne- 
" cessary a«t ind instrument of knowledge, 
" will become displeasiri& ttf ybtt, ^specially if 
" you shall accept this testimony from me, that 
" it is. done with much carr m& ohoioQ and 
« though the scene lies ih Wales* yiet the repre- 
" sentment and design is one of the instances 
« for Kirby, «ndthatit iirtfea&fcfcand th&leaat 
" testimony of the greater service and affec* 
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" tiori trhfch can proceed from the grwteitaf* 
" fections and obligations ; such as are those of} 
" Honoured Sir, 

" Your most obliged, 

" and affectionate servant, 

"J, T. M * 

• This address is followed by the copy of verses already 
mentioned in a preceding note. They are superscribed, 

" In Grammaticam Reverendi viri domini Jet. Taylor^ 
Sv Theologian Doctoris recens editam. 

En utaacerdos, en ut orator potens, > • 

Magnusq. atlas ecclesiae, 
Quern santioris areas certamina, 

Campusq. nobilior decet, 
6uros labores pulrere ingrato locat, 

Inglorio in Circo pugil. 
Cur se redire patitur h«c in Taedia, 

Primasq. cunas artium ? 
An quod sacerdoi ait Deo, in numerum gregia 

Adsciscit infinites sui ? • ; 

Et dum puerulis format animos, sanctius 

Agit Theoldgium nuflibi ? 
An quod sacerdoa sit csmesms, mflmas 

Musarum ad aras excubat ? 
An quod prolixa turgeant volumina, 

Nimiusq. grammatices labor, 
Dedit hanc s y no psm et cathechesin btevem, 

Ceu januam Encyclopaedias ? 
Quam, qud facHius quilibet succum puer 

Teneris labellis exprimat, 
Latium revellens corticem, vernaculo 

Sennone prudens editit. 
Sic literate gentis antistes sacer, 

Patronus et stator toga. 
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TBie emiaeacie ctfhiMearning todrifttegnty of 
his principles procured ftim scholars ; \*ho hav- 
ing, aait were> received instruction from thi* 
prqphet i# *he wilcferness, were ° transplanted 
to the universities. 1 " 

Ouascunque vulgt inertia msanus furor l M 

Dehonestat artes, singulas 
Bestaurat, ausus ferre censuram, et pati 

Rhonchum graVfr plebecula?. 
!i ; Amftt esse totus in eruditus scriniis 

Majorurn, et archives patrurn, ' * } 

& si quid hide ornatitosdeproinpserit, ^ 

Si quid notatu dignius, 
Hoc omne nostrum fandtt in gremium, sui r ' : '' } 

Ditare genium seculi. '' * ' iitJ - * 

Ccetus Theologus Christianoe instruit, •*•()•' 

Grammatical ethnicos docet, : > ,i> -. 
Nuilisq. clausus tenninis, nee unius /; , ,, » 

J,, Parochias Pomseriis, 
Totum per orbem docta pervulgqt sapra, , 

. Quasi literarum Apostolus* .'\ 

' ' ' ' ; e Schola Regia Westmonast. 

Fi©REGORlr: 
ImprijaaatuT, 

Jo>LANGLEY." 

" °* See Wood's Athen. Oxon. vol. 2. p. 282. ; 

p The tradition of the neighbourhood of Llanfihangel 
Aberby thick is, that Taylor instructed his pupils in any 
building or cottage he could hire for the purpose. But 
fhis does not correspond, with Wood's account* For if so, 
it cannot be easily imagined how he could procure pu- 
pils of sufficient substance to proceed to the universities. 
£ 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



In this b^Wiwefliftmw^ fcttHie, H* &pe- 
rfea&d the m^hvy af fttotf itettt* to th* geifc- 
rtitii pfttftto^tf «f Rfciatti < Vatfghto, tiWrl *f 
&*»«*$ Wfio raided dt &dld<ta GfitoM B0 

^ Richard, was the son of John Earl of Carbery, by 
Margaret daughter of Sir Gllly-Merrick, Kt Being t 
firm friend to the royalists, he -used all his interest in South 
Wales (which was great) in raising forces for the secu- 
rity of that quarter. And as a reward,, was successively 
made lieutenant-general for the, counties of Caerparthen, 
Pembroke, and Cardigan ; and j£y {otters patent at Oxford, 
25th Oct. 19 Cha. I. created Lqrd Vaughan of Emlyn. 
At the restoration he was constituted Lord Erestfpnt of 
Wales, and sworn of the Privy Council. 

r Golden Qroye is sealed m One of the finest parts of 
the celebrated vale 

" Of winding TowyV MetKtf* fcfflied taunt," • 
and near the banks ^f that beautfftl? river, which run* 
through thegrouMs. Hie stnrroun4h% tduntry is highly 
picturesque. It is well wooded : but was much more so 
in the days rf Ttyht* Dynevdr Castf e, the fc&t of the 
ancient Princes of Sotfth Wale*, with its fine hanging 
groves of venerable oaks, stands about a, mile and a half to 
the north of Golden Grove ; Dryslwya Castle, on a roclry 
lull in the middle of the vale is about three miles to the 
west, in full view of the principal front of thtrhousg j and 
Grongar Hill forms a striking Teaiure in the prospect, 
about a mile and a half to the north-west- It would be 
unpardonable not to bring to the reader's memory the 
"highly pbetlcal description of this vale given by Dyer. . 

A Now, I gain the mountain's brow, 
What a landscape lies below ! 
No clouds, no vapours intervene, 
But the gay, the open scene 
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Does the face of nature show, 
In all the hues of heaven's bow! 
And, swelling to embrace the light, 
Spreads ground beyond the sight* 
Old castles on the cliffs arise. 
Proudly tow'ring !n the skies \ ' 
Bushing $ej3 jfce wpojs, (he § ©ires, 
Seem from hence ascending fires ! 
Half his beams Apollo sheds 
On the yellow mountain-heads ! 

• : GBdsthe fleeces of the flocks; 

11 'And glitters oh the broken rocks ! 
' ' ' Below me trees unnumDer'd rise, 
Beautiful in Various dyes V 
"s ^gloatt^^ • 

f - !fte yeflow frtedi, dfe skble yew, '»- > •*' 

- ' Theilenderfir, r «h«t ta^rgwwv ^ 
<Tl*e sturdy oak wW* broiad^pread bo«gh«, 

* Ajid b*yOttiJ*he purple grore, 
Haunt of Phillis and of love ! 

r...)i?i /Bayiyatitheop'jaMigdawii, - 
•i»i v : l^ies ft|oj^gr andlevjei lisim, ' ih. 
i • *' . j9ji whidr A dark h&£ steep 4ttd bigh, 
, HqjcUjpA charms t&ewarid'ringeyel 

H» aides are -clothed wi#i waving wood, 
Andaflac»Bt4oireTs orown Ms brow ' 
That cast an awfial Jook bd<w, Ac. ,; 

Tne natural beauties of Goidfen prove are 1 scarcely ex- 
ceeded in any country* In the edition of 1657, of the 

»3 
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Under the shadow of this fostering tree, 
Taylor found a shelter from the heat, and & 
covert from the storm. He was received into 
the family and allowed to minister to the house- 
hold, having a stipend allotted him, as he him- 
self intimates 5 . 

Though like the great apostle he had a pro-. 
fession, by which he rendered himself useful 
to others, and less burthensome to his noble 



I»fj£oXo» Hflixo-lToXifuxo* or a collection of - Polemical 
Discourses/ 9 is a vignette, containing a view of Golden 
Grove, embosomed in woods, with the romantic hills in the 
back ground to the north-estst, not ill delineated. 

The present house is by ngmeanasw^ble to the princely 
property attached to it. It stands , on, part of the ruins of 
the ancient mansion ; and some of the old walls remain, 
but not enough to convey any idea of die former place, 
which has been represented, a* approaching to magni- 
ficence. 

In the year 1729, the old manor house was burnt down, 
together with all the furniture, library, (excepting two or 
three hundred volumes that the Duchess of Bolton, then 
proprietor* had in the house in London,) grants, deeds, 
valuable writings, and family memorials. The name of 
Taylor is still held in great veneration in that neighbour- 
hood ; and there is a walk or avenue near the house, which 
to this day is called Taylor's walk. 

8 In his Dedication to this nobleman^ prefee^if? hi* 

Ewwr* or Course of Sermons. , ,.; . ; ,< ) „ y 
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patron, yet he gratefuHy acknowledges that to 
this munificent person, under Providence, he 
owed " the quiet, the opportunities, and cir- 
" cumstances of preaching, as if God had so 
€€ interwoven the support of his affairs with hid 
" patron's charity, that he would have no ad* 
" vantages pass upon him, but by his interest ; 
" and that he should expect no reward of the 
u issues of his profession, unless his lordship 
4t had a share in the blessing/"; By a spirit like 
Taylor's, " chastened but not killed, sorrowful 
" yet idway rejoicing, poor yet making many 
" rich," such beneficence was received with 
warmth answerable to the greatness of the oc- 
casion. And he gives thanks to Providence 
that hfe lot had fallen so fairly j that he could 
s^rve his friend in that ministry, by which 
he was bound to serve God ; and that his gra* 
tstude atid his duty were thus united* 

J; But there are grounds for beKeving, that 
upon his first coming into Wales, the enmity 
of the opposite party pursued him, and re- 
duced him to great distress j and that he was 
indebted to some more generous person of thei 
prevailing side for his safety,, previous to his 

»" : V; .**•/■ - * ' ' - ■ • 

'Ibid. 
* 4 
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finding protection at Golden Grove. Ifte 
reason for such a notion is contained in the 
opening of the dedication prefixed to his " Bis- 
w course of the Liberty of Prophesying," in 
which he tells his noble friend, Lord Hatton,- 
that, u In the great storm which had dashed 
" the vessel of the church in pieces, he had 
« « been cast upon the coast of Wales, and in a 
" little boat thought 'to have enjoyed that rest 
11 and qiriMness, which in England in a greater 
" he couid 1 mot hope for. Here he cast anchor, 
* and thinking to ride safely, the storm frt 
" lowed him with so impetooas violence tt , that 
u it broke a cable, and he lost his anchor: and 
M here again he was exposed to the mercy 
" of the sea, and the gentleness of an dement 
" that could neither distinguish things nor per- 
H sons. And but* that he who stiileth the ra* 
" ging of- the sea, and the noise of tm waves; 

• The «e*pi»sterEd *faiatfa» of Golden Grow* wagst far 
from securing it against the violence of the times, that 
Gromwell himself in his way to besiege Pembroke Castle, 
came there with a troop rf horse, with the view of seoa* 
mg the person of the EsrJ.of Catberry ; but fprtuaatehp 
the Earl had intelligence of his approach, and retired to 
a farm house in a remote situation amongst the mountains, 
wfeerelke continued till the Protector had left&eneSg^ 
bourhood. Carlisle's Topograph. Diet* of Wales, art. 
Llanfihangel Aberbythick. . 
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^ ted thtma^ime of tbepet^e t bi^ prided 
« a piutk for him, he hid been lost to aU fch* 
* opportunities of content or study. But he 
^>ktowi*Jt whether he had been rewsfcre* 
*' servted by1hociOMrte»Q3 of hisfiiejldfc or $e 

* g^ttenassaad mercies of a noble tfmmy*" 

But be this as it may or may not he thought 
credible, wftwa \"he had come aahoce, he ga- 
*thered ja iew sticks to warm hitt, ft few 
« books to entertain hi* thoughts Mod divert 
« them £uom the perpetual ired&rtifm .of his 

* private troubles, and, if possible* fate the 
f* public djrsemey." 

Butfltiil feefounditimpo*8iW^^ se$tf»1* 

md4b9ugfc depraved x af We own hrake, he »n. 
♦ewd/upoatbs swl^<&qfitbe "X^rtyaf ftro* 
" phficjfttg*" -wJW<*iW§»i«^&s^id w gtttito 
k %60^mHh 4h#^ttej<4«>i**roir%tocm|/ 

. '• ' . " ■ ;..■ i . "r * ' <;i .' •" 

* See the Epistle Dedicatory, prefixed to the " Liberty 
" of Frophecying* 

' See CokMS& 588fc.au*. 4. g*on4* 

* Under this title in *.6jb, 2 vol$. XonQ. printed for R. 
Royston, were published, containing " 1. The Liberty of 
« Prophecying, #47, a> %.ifCppw^ 1647. 3. The 

6 
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His motive for undertaking this ftdfedkM 
work is given in the epistle prefixed to the 
" lv/*|3*A«> Hl*x*-n*Af/tA»*o>." " When," he says, 
" A persecution did arise against the church of 
" England, and that I intended to make ade- 
"fensative for my brethren and myself, by 
" pleading for liberty of our consciences to 
" persevere in that profession which was war- 
" ranted by all the laws of God and our supe- 
" riors, some men were angry and would not 
'* be safe that way, because I had made the 
" roof of the sanctuary so wide, that more 
" might be sheltered under it than they had a 
" mind should be saved harmless ; men would 
" be safe alone or not at all, supposing that 

* their truth and good cause was war- 
'* ranty enough to preserve itself j and they 
u thought true j it was indeed warranty enough 
"against persecution, if men had believed it 

* to be truth ; but because we were feUen un- 
" der the power of our worst enemies (for 
€l brethren turned enemies are ever the most 



" Christ. 4. An Apologie for authorised and set Forms 
4 f of Liturgie, 1649, together with a Sermon preached 
?* at Oxon on the anniversary of the 5th of November, 

« By Jer, Taylor, D.D. 

' li " u Chaplaine in Ordinarie to his late Maje^tfe." 
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" iippbrnhlfi) they looked upon us ^ men ill 
" mispersuasion and error. And therefore I wai 
" to defend our persons, that whether our cause 
" were right or wrong (for it would be sup- 
" posed wrong) yet we might be permitted ill 
" liberty and impunity : bet then the conse- 
" quent would be this, that if we ,when we 
" were supposed to be in error were yet to be 
"identified, then others also whom we thought 
" as ill of "were to rejoice in the same freedom, 
" because this equality is the great instrument 
" of justice, and if we would not do to others as 
" we desired should be done to us, we were no 
" move to, pretend religion, because we destroy 
" the kwipd the prophets, Ofthissomemefi 
4i >vere impatient ; and they would hfcve all the 
* c world sp&re than, and yet they would spar£ 
«« nobody. But because this is too utireason- 
*\ able , I need no excii^e for my speaking to 
*«**hfcr ptfrftosfe*. ' Otters complained thai it 
•« tMuld fc&We*f eflfecfe, and dll heresies would 
« #tter at the ^ate i>f toleration ; and b^ckuse 
** I lenow that they would croud and feo% m 
" as fkr as they cftuld, I placed such guards and 
*< restraints there as might keep out all tln- 
w reasonable pretender $ ; ; allowing iibtfe! to en- 
s' ter heife that spealkf kg&inst the apostles creed, 
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F or weakened the iwtf* of gojiehnwrtj or 
P w&fc enemies to good Ufc.^ 

Butialws Epiatk Qidintofy ppiuml to 
tfee piece itorif, he extern more felly intone 
princqptefc wfaich greyed trim to undertake it 

* • 

" Thel^^yofFro^eoyfisg , '<wa8 written 

in behalf of the dergy of the Church of £■$. 

land ; who At the time weoe generally eKcluded 

&<*» t&wr bjenefc&i, *nd forbidden to numBter 

mmdmg.i*bu.lilmxgy 

Hg»wed by the agteafcid: &ikpns •*£ the 
floyfll «*»s& difoen: to >etfr an jaayluin in -a 
HfPfltP part: of the Masai, and feeling deeply 
^# n^j§ri«6 of t*# cfeuech, (for « k grieved 
fcfl» fr> »e her in Hie dttrt,") *e stood firth 
to ptead {the eawe of h&<i»}md mptitticy. 
And J^wwipg &*t fe»: had.te<#*tond .»* 
ftdyepaqas who wwld m» frtmtiy.im* to 
teat of the 8upetj«r^ «f ^ f*etensjflj«p, in 
flprxn and 49«?trinfi to, any tfcey eeujd. jjffedu.ee, 
fjergsts his a\^$ipngppn a teq»dj^feajfe,.and 
contend ftr her fibarty, fcy ina^i^uimihe 
fteeto* of aU ChlWtia^ toefrof&itfttNrw*- 

already stated. How far, in his zeal for his 
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irika^A ItifeiltfHIn:* - fm inffittl'fetfro ilAjjMflffliul 

s^vWioW &f- spiritual 'g^rnfceBt-afift &&# 
ill *# «&lr«i*, (a^n»W'ii^t#ed €0 hi* JHN&& 

i&tfc} is tx»t-teft w the ju^fikft of &#tlntf«i 

tiWS W have- m yetmg fl«tu*es of ! yhte 
OtttiNP' «oflcekfi«e* -atid Drought ilHJo ' one 

"..: : *-: ii i;: -.- ; ' ' • ... '.*.. '• 

Having stated in the Introduction the errors 
and Mischiefs ittftfe Wert tfie cauSte of the 
dli^oliaffiWigCnrttliiH*, at the time be Was 
WrftStig, M jtfe^d^ ta *S$fr-how they imist 
fee ffiseoVteted iSt! SSmtfcfcft. felt* He treats 
dfthe n«B»e Of faith-, «® that its duty is con*. 
fcleted in believing tile alleles of tfce i^oslte** 
Creed : he contends, that this symbol ft' 'Hit 
only sufficient, immoveable, unalterable, and 
unchangeable rule of ftiith, that admits no in- 
crease nor diminution ?' but if the integrity ahd 
unity of this be preserved, ftt ail other things 
teen may take a liberty of enlarging theft, 
knowledge and preaching, according as they 
*re assisted by the grace of God. * 

«S3e Liberty of Propbecyrafc, i sect 
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; Next, lie wvi&m hwfcsy- «£ jta ftsfcrfe* 
aadtb^ *t ia to b* a<Qaowited aeoorxftig to the 
strict <$ppcity of Christian faith, an4 ftot m 
opinions speculative, nor ever to pious per* 
9P»f } w4 concludes, : <( ^vbatfoever ia ettitf* 
«« ppposiie to an article of e&ed, or teacher 
"jp life,, that's heresy; but aU those propo* 
«V34t^or>a which are extrinsical to these two 
" considerations, be they true or false, rqake 
" not heresy, nor the man an heretick." 

He then proceeds to observe the difficulty 
and qncertainty of argupneflip from acriptouq, 
in questions not simply necessary, nor literally 
determined ; the wao& remark he applies to 
the expounding of scripture, and observes the 
insufficiency of traditions, and councils, and 
of the Pope, for that purpose. , 

He points out the disability of fathers, or 
writers ecclesiastical, to determine questions 
with certainty and truth ; the incompetency 
of the church in its diffusive capacity to be 
judge of controversies, and the impertinent 
of that pretence of the spirit He asserts the 
authority of reason, and that it, proceeding' 
upon tile best grounds, is the best judge ; and 
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posits out some causes bfdrnsr in tife; ex&cise 
of reason, which are iiwttlpafce in thembekerf*" 

Next he observes the innocence of error in 
a {feus petoson; the deportment to be feed 
towards tfcoee who disagree; and wheh pep* 
•ecution first commenced* After this, folk* 
dbaerv ai ions oil the extent to which ^hedhnrcii 
V goveramerft may act towards restraining 
jalae or differing opinions ; whether it be4aw- 
fiil for a prince to give toleration to scfwerai 
xetigions j . and, on compliance with disagree- 
ii^ parsons, or weak cansdencei in general; • 

The opunons of the Anabaptists fell next 
raider review, and he fidfy answers every par- 
ticular of their pretensions and arguments* 
and contends that there? may be no toleration 
<tf doctrines inconsistent with pi^y or the 
pubkck good. Theo he considers hofa far die 
religion of the church of Rome is tolerable* 
and what is the duty of particular churches 
in allowing communion ; he asserts that par- 
ticular men may communicate with churches 
of deferent persuasions, and concludes by 
shewing how far they may do it. 

. * 

Such are the contents of " The liberty of 



Digitized by 



Google 



#4 • w« «■ or. 

ftoptocpft$" and them are ifimr writiaga io 
which learning and medesty> eharity aad. ar- 
gument, are more happily blended. 

As tie g ofr c ra tt i eo t of Bngfcnd bat sufy**- 
quently&ctdd upon ths samei prkkaplad * art 
feet e jnjrintamed* any ob serv a ti on upon ihesa 
tanikLat prfeseht bfc superfluous* IttiMyiKtt* 
Ipewevtir* be improper to remaiic; fthatTesflen 
unskilled in confcroveraiat wrttjpgg, htpgrugfafc 
1^ celebrated treatise, would do w*lltobear 
in mind, that there i* a widedifl&rrace between 
toleratim andjapprobstion of tenets $ and that 
this great author is only pleading for lenity 
towards, the pertooa a£ those wiw dif&rlffom 
one another, and riot pe6ponng their, several 
0fmiom to our choice as, matters of iw&ftm- 
ence* He himtelf jejoiodd hi being* member 
rf tiiecharch of Christ, a* it is eeiaWisbed in 
jfogbpid, whole tenets and ordinance* hfe ad- 
mired above those of aiiy church on earths 

But, whilst such were his sentiments, he 
would not deny toleration to aay persons that 
differed from him, exeept to such as held 
doctrines against the foundation of faith, or 
contrary to good life and the laws of obe- 
dience, or destructive to human society, and 
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the pubik and just interests of bodies po- 
litic.* 

Taylor closes this treatise with the following 
pass&ge, which is inserted in the folio edition 
of the 2v/A|3oAok tttixo-Tlt>A£ju»xov and Xvpftoxov €>*o- 
\eyixo>, but is not met with in all the impres- 
sions of the Liberty of Prophecying. l U I end 
44 with a story which I find in the Jews' 
" books : when Abraham sat at his tent 
" door, according to his custom, waiting to 
"entertain strangers, he espied an old man, 
« stooping and leaning oh his sta« wear? 
" with age -ancl 'travel, coming towards him*, 
" who was an hundred years of J age ? he re- 
" ceived him kindly, washed his feet, pro- 
" vided supper, caused him to sit dowtf ; but 
" observing that the (Ad man eat and pristyted 
" not, nor begged for a blessing On his-meafe 
" asked him, wfey he -did not worship- the 
" God of heaven? The old man told him, 
" that he worshipped the fire only, and ac- 
" knowledged no other god; at which answer 
" Abraham grew so zealously angry, that he 
44 thrust the old man out of his tent, and ex- 

• In libro de Libertate Prophetandi seepe disputat non 
quae ipse sentiat, s£d quo optimd modo aliorum errores 
causari queant. In Orovii Resp. ad Celetrama, p. 8©. 

P 
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." posed, him to aU the evils of the nighty and 
" an unguarded condition. When the old 
" man was gone, God called to Abraham, 
" and asked him where the stranger w&& ; he 
" replied, I thrust him ?,way because, he did 
." not worship thee : God answered him, I 
u . ^ave suffered Jiim th$se hundred years, air 
t* though he dishonofired ipe* fn(J,q«ulde$4 
" not thou endure him onp night, whsft. he 
*' gave thee no trouble ? Up^n, this .saith the 
m story, Abraham fetched him back ..ggpin* 
« and gave him hospitable entertainment* and 
." wise instruction: " Go tftoju, and do Kke* 
" wise, and thy charity will be rewar^d by 
h the God of Abrahaip." b 

Upon this story is founded the celebrated 
ftiptogue on religious toleration, though the 
author has not thought proper to acki#>wj#dge 
the original from which he copied* 

¥ Et>ju0»Xov Hftxo - ?r«Aijuixon p. 606. 
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CHAR IV. 

FROM 1647 TO 1651. 

TJEING now settled in the capacity of mi- 
-*-* nfeter to the family at Golden Grove, 
and having the society of his wife and chil- 
dren, " the ruins of his little fortune being 
" repaired by the charity and nobleness of the 
" house in which he moved, and his persecu- 
•*• tion relieved and comforted/' by the ex- 
emplary piety and gracious deportment of 
Frances Countess of Garbery, Taylor pos- 
sessed freedom of mind, not only to attend' to 
his professional duties, but to bring before the 
public other fruits of his learning and indus^ 
try. Hia next production was* ** Tfefe ^Cfrea* 
Exemplar," in the Dedication to the first pari; 
of which, he speaks of his retirement, of hi* 
Bving in the religion and fear «P God* and in* 
obedience to the King ; and at the sp^e time 
he declares himself, in writing thia work» to 
be desirous of putting " apportion of the holy 
" fire into a repository, which might help to 
" re-kindle the incense, when it should please 

F 2 
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" God religion should return, and all his ser- 
" vants sing, * In covertendo captivitatem 
" Sion* with a voice of Eucharist." * 

From these expressions may be inferred, 
not only that he was now in his retreat in 
Wales, but that the King was not yet brought 
to the scaffold : and as the Liberty of Propfcqf 
eying was published in 1647, an ^ ^ e *nurtfd: 
of the King took place in January 1648-9, the 
date of this publication 13 ascertained with, 
exactness to be during that interval. b 

His great purpose in this work is, " to ad- 
" vance the necessity, and to declare the 

• See the epistle dedicatory prefixed to the third pari 
of the Great Exemplar. 

fc In the Rule and Exercises of Holy Living, Taylor 
quotes " The Great Exemplar/' see Holy Living, c.4. s.7. 
margin. And it is* ascertained by the list of books pub- 
lished at the end of the first edition of the Rule' and Ex- 
ercises of Holy Dying, which appeared in 1651, that the 
following works were then published : Rule of Holy 
Living ; Liberty of Prophecy ing ; Episcopacy asserted, 
4to.; History of the Life and Death of Jesus Christ, 4to^ 
An Apology for Liturgy, 4to. ; A Sermon at Oxon on 
the 5th of Nov., and twenty-eight Sermons, preached at 
Golden Grove, being for the summer half year, in fbh 
In the dfoXoy** fftAocmui it is placed between the treatise 
of " Episcopacie 1647," and " An Apologie for autho- 
« c rised and set forms of Liturgie, 1649." This is an ad- 
ditional support to my supposition, that it was published 
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" manner and parts of a good life; to invite 
" some persons to lie 1 consideration of all the 
" branches of it, by intermixing something of 
" pleasure with the use ; and others by such 
*' portions, as would better entertain them 
" than a romance." 

" I have followed," he tells us, " the de- 
" sign of scripture, and have given milk to 
" babes, and for stronger men stronger meat; 
* € and in all I have despised my own reputa- 
" tion by so striving to make it useful, that I 
" was less careful to make it strict in retired 
" senses, and embossed with unnecessary but 
" graceful ornaments." To this he strictly 
adheres in the execution of it. He carries on 
his narrative with simplicity, draws his prac- 
tical conclusions with plainness, and closes 
each chapter with a prayer adapted to the 
subject. 

Hi& Afrork is divided into three parts, the 
first of ^hich is dedicated to his noble friend 



during the year 1648 ; where it was brought out I have 
not beenabte to. ascertain* The best edition is that of 
1653, P r "*ted by James Flesher, for Richard Royston* 
at the digne of the Angel in Ivie-lane, London. . 
F 3 
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Lord Hatton ; the second to Mary % Countess 
of Northampton ; and the third to d Frances, 

' Mary, Countess of Northampton, was the daughter 
Of Sir Francis Beamont, and relict of Spencer, Earl of 
Northampton, who was killed at Hopton-heath, near 
Stafford, in the royal cause. By him she had six sons, 
of whom the youngest was Henry, afterwards Bishop of 
London. From some expressions in the dedication pre- 
fixed to the second part, it seems that her husband had 
entertained the notion of writing a work similar to the 
present, had not death prevented it; and that Taylor 
profited by the materials his lordship had collected for 
that purpose. 

* Frances, Countess of Carbery, was the daughter and 
one of the co-heiresses of Sir John Altham, of Orbey, in 
the county of Hertford, Kt. and was a lady of most ex- 
emplary piety and virtue. She died October the 9th, 
1650, at her house at Golden Grove, and was buried in 
the church of Llanfihangel Aberby thick, in which parish 
the house is situate. 

In the third edition of this work, the third part has two 
epistles dedicatory prefixed to it. The first to the lady 
now described ; the second to her successor " Alice, 
" Countess of Carbery." This lady was the eleventh 
daughter of John Egerton, first Earl of Bridgewater, by 
the Lady Frances, daughter and one of the co-heire^ses 
of Ferdinand, Earl of Derby. She was the third wife of 
Richard, Earl of Carbery ; and was fortunate above her 
sex in the honour paid to her, it being the lot of few to 
have two persons of the highest genius, either of her own 
or any other nation, contributing their powers to record 
heritaaie; namely, Milton in his Comus, (of which she 
is The Lady,) and Taylor in the dedication prefixed to 
the third part of his " Great Exemplar." 
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Countess of Carbery, of whom he, oft all 
occasions, expresses the highest character { 
and at whose obsequies he preached with the 
pathos and eloquence of Chrysoatonh 

In so great esteem were the Writings of 
Taylor held, both during his life and after his 
decease, that selections were made from them 
and published under various titled. Among 



She seems to have been worthy of their commendation; 
for another muse, much beloved in her day, and not air 
together tmworthy of regard at present, paid her tribute. 
I allude to the matchless Orinda, Mrs, Katherme Philips ; 
who in her volume of poems, addresses the countess " at 
" her coming into •Wales," und concludes with these 
complimentary verses: 

" Then much abdve all zealous injury, 
" Receive this tribute of our shades from me, 
" While your great splendours, like eternal spring, 
" To these sad groves such a refreshment bring, 
H Thfit the despised country may be grown, 
" And justly too, the envy of the town : 
r<< Thatso when aH mankind at ieagth have lost 
' " The virtuous grandeur which they once did boast, 
" Of you, like pilgrims* they may here obtain 
« Worth to recruit the dying world again." 
To Alk£, Cofontes* of Carbery, 
At her coming into Wales. 

Poems by Orinda* Fol. p. 16. 
To ftffe lady also, Hea*y Lawes, the friend of Mikotf. 
dedicated^ * Ay*ee and Dialogue." 

F 4 
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these are two sermons ; the one from Matthew, 
1 1. 30. entitled, " Christ's yoke aneasie yoke," 
and the other, " The gate of heaven a strait 
" gate," from the 13th chap, of Luke, 23, 24. 

The first of these is a transcript of " Dis- 
" course the fifteenth," in the third part of 
" The Great Exemplar," and contains this 
specimen of the admirable manner in which 
he treats of points relating to social life. 

" Peace was so designed by the holy Jesus, 
" that he framed all his laws in complyance 
" with that design. He that returns good 
" for evil, a soft answer to the asperity erf Ms 
" enemy, kindness to injuries, lessens the 
" contention always, and sometimes gets a 
" friend ; and when he does not, he shames 
" his enemy. Every little accident in a fa- 
" mily, to peevish and angry persons, is the 

* Published in 12"°. Prefixed to the volume it a head 
of Taylor within an oval. He is represented in his gown ! 
and scarf, with a falling collar ; his hair curling back, 
and a coif on his head. Round the verge are these 
words: " Dr. Jer. Taylor, obiit Aug. 13, 1667." and at 
x the bottom, " F. JJ.. Van Hove, fee. Wee speak not 
" great things, but live them; variety in opinion and 
" ic&ity in affection are not inconsistent. Printed for 
" F. Smith, at the Elephant and Castle, CornhilL" 
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" matter of a quarrel, discomposes the peace 
" of tke house, and sets it on fire, and no 
" man can tell how far that may burn j it 
" may be to a dissolution of the whole fabric. 
" But whosoever obeys the laws of Jesus, 
" bears with the infirmities of his relatives 
" and society, seeks with sweetnesses to re- 
" medy what is ill, and to prevent what it 
" may produce, and throws water upon a 
" spark; and lives sweetly with his wife, affec- 
" tionately with his children, providently and 
"discreetly with his servants, and they all 
" love the major-domo, and look upon him as 
" their parent, their guardian, their friend, 
u their patron, their proyidetof." 

There has been a nation that the substance 
of the " Ductor Dubitantium" was contained 
in a course of sermons preached at Upping- 
ham ; but this is less likely to be founded in 
fact, than that the contents of that course 
were afterwards embodied in the " Great 
Exemplar," the style of which is not ill 
adapted to the pulpit, according to the me* 
thod of the times in which it' was written ; 
whereas that of the " Ductor Dubitantium," 
frpm such > place, would siwcely be ?toJer- 
atecL ^ p 



Digitized by 



Google 



74 THE IAVE OF 

In the " Grfeat Exemplar" lie enlarges upon 
doctrines with all the simplicity and earnest- 
ness of the preacher ; *nd labours not merely 
to satisfy the doubtful, hut to stimulate the 
believer to exertion through all the exercises 
erf the Christian life; encouraging, by the 
certainty of divine assistance* those who will 
sincerely embrace them; and banishing, by 
irresistible argument, the false hope of thosfe 
who would defer that return to the service of 
their creator, without which no person may 
entertain the smallest Expectation of fiittrffe 
happiness. How forcibly does he press this 
important consideration, " that there is a rfc- 
" pentance which is to be repented of, and 
" that is, a repentance which is not*produc- 
«* tive of fruits of aitteiidment 0f lift ; that 
v there is a period set down by (jkkl in hi* 
" judgment $ and tfcat nldfty wht* have befcn 
n profane, &fc Esau Ws, ar£ r#teced into ttie 
«* <*>nditioft af Estfti, and th^re is tio place left 
"for theh 4 Tepentttfcefe, tfeoiigft they seek it 
«* cttfefiffly with tears ; that they wfco have 
** long tfeftfced to hea* <&>d #i!liflg theft t6 
" reptfita»ce, Gtod will refine - 1« hear them 
u <$ah*6g for gftUte«ikl xt&ttyy ifeafc * he *31 
** laugh* at some <tttefl' < wh&l tfhei* calamity 
" cometh ; f that the five foolish virgind ad- 
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« dtresftedthcmseliwafcltte 
" groom's comings acnd begged oil, ahd went 
" out to buy oil, and yet for want of some 
" more time, and an early diligence, came 
" too late, and were shut out for ever ; that, 
" it is no where repealed that such late endea- 
44 vours, and imperfect practises, shall be ac- 
" cepted ; that God hath made but one 
" covenant with us in Jesus Christ, which is 
" faith and repentance consigned in baptism J 
"and the signification of them and the pur- 
" pose of Christ is, that we should < hence* 
" forth no more serve sin,' but mortify and 
" kill him perpetually, 4md destroy his kiag- 
" dom, and extinguish, as much as in us lies, 
" his very title -, that we should € live holily, 
" justly, and soberly in this present worid, 
" in all holy conversation and godliness j* 
" and that either we must be continued in or 
" reduced to this state of holy living*, and ha- 
" bitual sanctity, or we have no title to the 
" promises; that every degree of recession 
« from the state of grace Christ first put us 
" in, is a recession from our hopes, and an 
" insecuring our condition, and we add to 
" our confidence only as our obedience is re- 
" stored: ail this is but * sad story to a dying 
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" person, who sold himself to -work wicked- 
" ness in an habitual iniquity, and aversion 
" from the conditions of the holy covenant, 
" in which he was sanctified. 

" And certainly it is unreasonable to plant 
" all our hopes of heaven upon a doctrine that 
" is destructive of all piety, which supposes 
" us in such a condition, that God hath been 
" offended at us all our life long, and yet that 
" we can never return our duties to him, 
" unless he will unravel the purposes of his 
" predestination, or call back time again, and 
" begin a new computation of yesars for us; 
" and if he did, it would be still as uncertain. 
" For what hope is there to that man, who 
" hath fulfilled all iniquity, and hath not 
u fulfilled righteousness ? Can a man Jive to 
M the devil and die to God? sow to the 
" flesh and reap to the spirit? hope God 
" will in mercy reward him who hath served 
" his enemy? Sure it is; the doctrine of 
" the avail of a death-bed repentance can 
u not be reconciled with God's purposes and 
" intentions to have us live a good life, for it 
" twouldi reconcile , us to the hopes of heaven 
"for. a few thoughts, or words, or single 
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u actions, when our life is done. It takes 
u away the benefit of many graces, and the 
" use of mote, and the necessity of all/* f 

A far different course does this great Chris- 
tian philosopher point out, in the hofy ex- 
ample displayed in " the life of Christ, 
demonstrating that, " Jle is truly wise, that 
« knows best to promote the best end, that 
" which he is bound to desire, and is happy, 
" if he obtains, and itaiserable if he misses ; 
" and that is the end of a happy eternity : 
" which is obtained by the only means of 
" living according to the purposes of God, 
" and the prime intentions of nature ; natural 
" and prime reason, being now a31 one with 
" Christian religion. But then I shall only 
" observe, that this part of wisdom, and the 
" excellency of its secret and deep reason is 
" not be discerned, but by experience : the 
<• propositions of this philosophy being (as in 
" many other) empirical, and best found out 
« t>y observation of real and material events. 
" So that 1 may say of spiritual learning, as 
" Quintalian said of some of Plato's books: 
" Nam Plato cAm in aliis quibusdam, turn 
u praecipe in Timceo, nd inteHigi quidem, 

' Great Exempts p. 294. Edit. t«ft : toL 
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** nisi ab iis qui banc quoque partem disci- 
w plii^rausk^)diigenterperceperiQt^ potest. 
" The .secrets of the kingdom of heaven are 
" not understood truly and throughly but by 
"the sons' of the king4om \ and fcy them too 
" in several degrees, and to various purposes; 
" but to evil peisoua the whole system of this 
" wisdom is insipid and fljtt, dull re the foot 
c< of at rock, and unlearned as the elements of 
" our mother tongue. But so are mtrthema- 
44 tics to a Scythian bopr* and music to a 
" eameL" f » 

Xbe classical scholar will derive no inferior 
gratification fi'or* hearing this great master 
of' Christian practice, dedare : in favdur of 
h» pursuit j whilst, at the same time, he points 
out its bearing upon the pure code of the 
Gospel. " I consider," he says, " that the 
" wisest persons, and those who know how to 
" value and entertain the more noble facul- 
« ties of their soul* and their precious hours, 
" tpke more pleasure in reading the produc- 
iC tion3 flf those old wise spirits* who pre- 

V served natural reason and religion in the 

V mid^t of heathen daritnass, (such as are 
€ V Hom^r t Euripides, Orpheus, Pindar, and 

u* Sfefcfl*fee to the G*m Exemplar. 
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« Anaqjecsn, 4£schylu&, a^J Menaader, and 
« all the Greek ppets ; Plutarch and Polybius, 
" Xenophon, and all those other excellent 
" persons of both faculties (wfeode choicest 
" ^i^t^ ^^ collected by Stobaeu&) Plato and 
" his scholars* Aristotle, and after him For- 
" pbyry, a$d all his other disciples; Pytha- 
" goras and his, especially Hierocles : aft the 
"old Academics qnd Stoics within the 
" RomaA schools) more pleasure, I say, in 
" reading tjbese, thap the. tri&mgs of many of 
" the later schoohqep* vfh& promoted a petty 
" interest of a family, or ait Unlearned opinion 
" with gre^tearnesti>e^, but added nothing to 
" Chri$tk|iuty, but trouble scruple and vsae- 
" atipa. And $094 hepqe, X hope, that they 
" may the rathe* fee* invited to love and con* 
" sider the rare documents of Christianity, 
" wbichc^rtaiDlyistb^ greatest treasureAouse 
" q£ tho8$ ^xcelknfe moral, and perfective 
" 4ipfiftt*rs§ft L which with nmeki pains and 
" &&M& pUtgfcre we find respersed and 
" thinly scattered in all the Greek and Roman 
u poets, historians, an4 philosophers V* Such 
is the fientipient an& style of Taylor iii the 
V Qamfc Earatpplar/' a style exhibiting less 

1 See Preface to the Great Exempt*?.. 
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exuberance of metaphor, and excursion of 
thought, than in many of his other writings. 

His publications now began to multiply 
rapidly; and in the year 1650 he brought out 
\* /The Rule and Exercises ol Holy living/' 
a work thathas gone through as many * editions, 
as any devotional writing in the English lan- 
guage, and has always been highly esteemed 
for .its utility in conducting devotion, and 
promoting regularity. The great aim of its 
author was to raise and promote practical 
piety, a pursuit for which he possessed the 
highest qualification, both from his consum- 
nftate knowledge of mankind and the Gospel, 
and from lys own exemplary practice. Hence, 
his prayers (out of which a Mturgy *Kttle in- 
ferior to that of the Church of England might 
be selected) are so well adapted to the various 
necessities of the human character, and are ex- 
pressed with such conformity to the language 
of §cwpture, and with such fervour of piety, 

* l The twenty-eighth edit, was published in 18 10. The 
1st edit, was printed for R. Royston at the Angel in Ivie 
Ltbe, Lond. 1650. See Cams Coll. Camb. Lib. D. N. 51. 

t ,* ^collection of prayers from Taylor's works has 
lately been made by the Rev. Samuel Cl^pham of Christ's 
Church m-Hants. 
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fcs can seldom feil to produce, even in a lake- 
warm petitioner, a very beneficial effect * 

Though a work like " the Rule and Exer- 
« cises pf Holy living/' cannot lose its in* 
fluence in any age, it was particularly wanted 
in. thpt ia which it was produced. "He 
4i had lived to see religion peiated upon ban- 
" ners, and thrust out of churches, and the 
" temple turned into a tabernacle, and that 
" tabernacle made ambulatory, and covered 
" with skins of beasts and torn curtains, 
" and God to be worshipped not aa he is the 
" Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,'- " nor ab 
u the God pf peace;" "but owned tether as 
u the Lord of Hosts/' " Now, men were apt 
" to prefer a prosperous error before an a£ 
*' dieted tfuth*" ^ and there were some in- 
" termed persons who added icbrn to the 
" afflictions of the Church, of England, and 
" because she was oppressed by men, called 
" her forsaken of the Lord;" " and her 
. « solemn assemblies being scattered, thought 

1 Ad vitam Christianam recte instituendam plurima 
mmt a Taylero scrip ta, que omnia, propter doctrinam 
raultifariam, quendamque ingenii florem, a multis non 
sine magna voduptate, nee minore cum fructu leguntur. 
Vid. Respons. Robt, Grovii ad Lib. qui intcri. Celeusma, 
Sec. Lond. 1640. 4to p. So* 
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« religion ww lost, and tile 1 church itttwctd 

" from God." 01 .. .• 

• These Ave^e reasons sufficient to invite Tay- 
lor to publish this rule for the conduct of his 
afflicted brethren i " vrho could not then 
« always have a prophet at their need, nor 
<* be suffered to go up to'the House of the Lord 
4 « to inquire of the appointed oracles." tt 

He divides his work into four chapters; 
/commencing with considerations on the gene- 
ral instilments and means conducing to a 
Jioly lift ; treating next of Christian charity, 
then of Christiah justice, and last of Ofaris- 
tim Religion. Under these he dwells upon 
the care of time, purity of intention, and -the 
presence o£ God He defines sobriety, tem- 
perance, chastity, humility, modesty, and con- 
Sentodness. He treats of obedience to supe- 
riors ^ , of provision of that part of justice 
which is due from superiors to inferiors, of 
civil contracts, and of restitution. He con- 
aiders the internal actions of Religion, namely, 
faith, hope and charity; and enlarges upon 

* Epistle Dedicatory prefixed to the Rule and Exer- 
cises of Holy Living. 
•Ibid. 
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its external acJiQns, wfyjch t we^fftfimg, or 

hearing the ScriptoQV Mjpfe ^4fi4>^e?P iia g 
festivals. And concludes by observations upon 
the mixed actiogs<jQf Religion of which are 
prayer, alms, repentance, ancj, the participation 
of the sacrafflaent»t Jt ^ : ,i- ( . 

; •■ hi . r. •' V • • • 
Throughout thisj >yprfc : he exhibits the hand 

of a master, managing the Teader with, such 
dexterity that he Jceeps him in perpetual 
control. The eyil consequences of -vicious 
habits are drawn withiniipitable strength. If 
drunkenness . be th$ subject, it- is broj^ghtte- 
fore the mind, as , that,, which ? be^t&^nd 
" hinders the actions of the understanding, 
" making ft n^i bruti&h in his p^fshjns^mnd 
" a fool in his reason j, a*id diflfei^ notMng^jnom 
" madness, but t|*afc it i§» v^untery fi) ar|d $0 
u is an equal evil in n&t^e, and! a Worse m 
f* mangers* It takes off all the guaf d& and 
" }etefoqte j ^z&t&<$$}& those efvito t^-which 
"a tnm is, tjyljw-wtwe or by,hie co^eugtea* 
«*aK#lH^ ; and^ re^fl^ned 

* Bess calls offthe watchmen fitoqa, the ittftrars j 
" ?n& tjie^, ?# &ft $yib, .itafa qw* prfjceed 
"from a loose heart, and an untied tongile, 
" and a :' c dittdtu^e Ityfjfyi 1 W"an f tmguardedt 
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" unlimited wiD, all that we may put upon 
« the accounts of drunkenness." ° 

In treating of the more delicate points of 
lhorality, when we are wondering at his plain- 
ness, he interrupts the course of thought by 
a transition so sudden and impressive, that 
the courage of the modest revives, and wan- 
tonness stands abashed at the sound of the 
dignified apostrophe — " Reader stay— and 
" read not the advices of the following sec- 
« tion, unless thou hast a chaste spirit, or 
" de&est to be chaste, or at least art apt to 
" consider whether you ought or no." * 

Or if the milder virtues are to be incul- 
cated, he steals our consent and approbation 
of them, whilst he teaches, that " all the 
" world, all that we are, and all that we have, 
" our bodies and our souls, our actions and 
" our sufferings, our conditions at home, our 
" accidents abroad, our many sins and our 
« seldom virtues, are so many arguments to 
" make our souls dwell low in the deep valleys 
■«• of humility." « 

• Ride and Exercises of Holy Living, p. 60, 12th 
edit. 8vo. 
» Side and Exerdies ef Holy Living, p. 6$. 
« Bole and Exercises of Holy living, p. 8s. 
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Taylor dedicates his work to the Earl of 
Carbery. He had scarcely paid this tribute 
to his patron, when he was called upon to ex- 
ercise his own firmness and administer con* 
solation at Golden Grove. The life of the 
Earl's amiable Countess was now drawing to 
a close, of which he gives the following relation. 
" When death drew near, before it made any 
" show upon her body, or revealed itself by 
4€ a natural signification, it was conveyed to 
" her spirit : she had a strange secret per* 
44 suasion that the birth of the child, of 
*< which she was then pregnant, should be 
" her last scene of life r :" and " so it waa^ 
w that the thought of death dwelt long with 
€€ her, and grew from the first steps of fancy and 
" fear to a consent, from thence to a strange 
u credulity, and expectation of it ; and with- 
•« out the violence of sickness she died, as if 
w she had done it voluntarily, and by design, 
u and for fear her expectation should have 
w been deceived, or that she should seem 
u to have had an unreasonable fear, or appre- 
" hension ; or rather, (as one said of Cato) 
11 sic abiit e vitA ut causam moriendi nactum 
« se esse gauderet." f 

* Funeral Sermon on the Countess of Carbery. p. jji, 

POL EvMN*** 1678. 

* Cic Tusc Quest, lab* 1. s.30. 

O 3 
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This ^xemplaiy person tfi#d on the 9th of 
October 1650, and was interred in the neigh- 
bouring church of Llanfihangel Aberbythyck; 
where Taylor delivered a funeral sermon, in a 
•train of eloquence that has seldom been 
surpassed, and which he shortly after pub- 
lished ', with the following dedication to the 
earl. 

* The first edition is 4to. Load* 1650. Brit. Mua. 
It appears that the Earl of Carbery intended to erect a 
monument to her memory — and that Taylor wrote the 
inscription for it, of which the following is a copy* : The 
monument was never erected. But the epitaph is pre- 
served before the Funeral Sermon, with which it was pu^~ 
IMied. ■ ' : * 

j , ! Fietati & Memorial Sacrum. ■ ?, *. f • 

ffonunienturft doloria sjngularia, pari* fati & condttionis potmt - \ * 
tticbardus Comes Carbericnsis sibi vivo, & mortem nee exoptmnd 
|Ne metoaotte &t ditectfcaima? auaV&mjvgi Francises? Cornitissa* m n"ore 
jEtatU caiibus j&ueroeriiraptat ex amplexibm saftctiasjmi am+rii* Fni$ ,• 
tlla (descendat'lalbrymuia Amice Lector) fait inter castissimas prima, 
litey fionJiigB^tmsotipiina.-Mater optima : ^larkU oris, tevane vkunh, * 
conversatfonia snaviasimse ; vjritum UHarem fecit bona -.» 

conatftntta; albabUem forma plusquam Uxoria. Clark 
$- * 1 orta N[f^99VPii ■ ^CWMbi *M#ti mediocrem 

\ , . habuit; efat enim cum Uniea Qermana ; , 

* ' ' * J ffteres exwtfe. ■ Annos Xttl," Menses IV, 
m , j,- supua ^d^inf *but 1» Soffisshno *M«ri- '/, t ' 

roonio cum suo quem eirusissime dilexit, • 
( : ' 8r sancte'<A*eVvavrr/ <pierii riovft firuden- 

- -tiestwif»^'*sefiait t^jr^ntitiflriiHd, vfruttf (*" *' 

optimum vidit & laeiata est, < Enixa pro — 
lem numeroaam, pulchram, ingenuam, 
formal h Spei optimaa ; qnatuox Masculos, ♦ • * • 

franciscum Dominum Vaughan, Johaorjem, * r ( " 

Althamum, quartam immaturam ;" fssminas 
4ex, Dominam Ftanciacaro, EKzabetlns dua* ,' ' J 
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" To the Right, Honourable aod truly Nobte 
" Richard Lord Vaughan, .Earl trf Cafbery, 
' " Baron Emlin and Molin^r, Knight of the 
*f Honourable Order of tlie/Satfa. 

"My Lord, 
" I am not ashamed to profess that I pay 
" this part of service to your lordship most un* 
* f willingly : for it is a sad office to be the chief 
11 minister in a house of mourning, and to pre- 
" sent an interested person \yith a branch of 
w cypress and a bottle of tears." And indeed, 
" my lord, it were more proportionable to your 
" needs to bring something that might alleviate 
" or divert your sorrow, than to dress the hearse 
" of your dear lady, and to furnish it with such 
<( circumstances, that it may dwell with you, 
i — - * 

v . , Mariam, Margajretam, & Alt^aipjpm (pott * 

cujut partum paucis diebus obdormiit.) 

Totam prolem Maacnlam (si d<taJ* 4bat* ' '* 

% tivum ilium) et fominaa omnes, pneter Elizabethans 

alteram, & Mariam, auperstitea reliquit. Pietatls 

adeoque spei jplena obiit ix Octobr. M.DCX. Lajphrymia snafaltr 

omnium tota jrriqua coriditur in hoc coemeteajoi ubi cum Deo Opt* 

Max. visum 'ftierit spent se reponendum Conjnx mseatissimus : interea 

temporis luctui, aed pietati roagis vacajt, ut in #uo tempore suanl fate* tat 

Par tarn Pium, tarn Nobile, tarn Cbristianum in gremio Jesu, usque, dum 

Coronas adornentur aeciptendas in Adtentu Dqimni. — Amen-. 

Cum ille vita defunctua ruerit, Maunor loauA^or r qudd adhaa facta* 
jubet virtus Modesu : interim vitam ejus observe, et leges quod pottaa 
. hk Interstate- amabunt & orient Posted.* • •-»'■/. 

04 
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!' and Uemyoar closet, and m*ke your payers 
"and your retirements more sad and fall of 
Sweepings- v Bt*t because the divine Prtfvi- 
" dence hath taken from you a person so dxcel- 
" lent, a woman so fit to, converse with angels 
" and apostles, with saints and martyrs, give 
" me leave to present you with her picture, 
" drawn in little and in water colour*, sullied 
4 f indeed with tears and the abrupt accents of a 
" real and consonant sorrow ; but drawn with 
4f a faithful hand, and taken from the life ; and 
** indeed it were too great a loss to be deprived 
** of her example and of her rule, of the origi- 
w nal and of the copy too. The age is very 
w evil and deserved her not; but because it is 
** so evil, it hath the more need to have such 
" lives preserved in memory to instruct our 
u piety, or upbraid our wickedness. For 
" now that God hath cut this tree of paradise 
" down from ito seat of earth, yet so the dead 
" trunk may support a part of the declining 
« temple, or at least serve to kindle the fire on 
• " the altar. My lord, I pray God this heap of 
" sorrow may swell your piety till it breaks into 
"the greatestjoys of God and of religion: and 
" remember when you pay a tear upon the 
44 grave, or to the memory of your lady (that 
44 dear and most excellent soul) that you fay 
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« tiro more : owl of repentance for thosetiiuigsr 
" that may have caused this breach ; and an~ 
" other of joy for the mercies of God to your 
" dear departed saint, that he hath taken her 
" into a place where die can weep no. more. 
" My lord, I think / shall, so long as I live, 
4C that is, so long as I am 

" Your lordship's 

" Most humble servant, 

u Jer. Taylor/' 

He grounds his discourse upon these words, 
out of 2 Sam. xiv. 14. " For we must needs 
•* die, and are as water spilt on the ground 
u which cannot be gathered up again : neither 
" doth God respect any person : yet doth he 
H devise means that his banished be not ex- 
" pelled from him." On this occasion, all the 
energies of this great moralist were summoned; 
and though their extent can only be known by 
a careful perusal of the whole, yet something of 
their strength may be ascertained by such pas- 
sages as the following. 

" No man is surer of to-morrow than the 
.« weakest of his brethren. There are sicknesses 
" thai; walk in darkness, and there are exter- 
'•tainating angels that fly wrapt up in the cur- 
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* tains of immateriality and an jnieommpni* 
«* eating nature ; whom we cannot see, but we 
" feel their force and sink under their sword, 
"and from Heaven the veil descends thai 
"wiaps our beads in the fatal sentence. . There 
« is no age of man but it. hath props? to itself 
" some posterns and out-lets for death, besides 
" those infinite and open ports out of which 
" myriads of men and women every day pass 
" into the dark, and the land of forgetfulness. 
u Infancy hath life but in effigie, or like a 
" spark dwelling in a pile of wood : the candle 
" is so newly lighted, that every little shaking 
" of the taper, and every ruder breath of air 
u puts it out, and it dies. 

" Let us not think to be excepted or de- 
f< ferred : if beauty, or wit, or youth, or noble- 
" ness, or wealth, or virtue, could have been a 
" defence, and an excuse from the grave, we 
u had not met here to-day to mourn upon the 
" hearse of an excellent lady : and God only 
" knows for which of us next the mourners 
" shall go about the streets or weep in houses. 

€€ ZfJc [aw irz roye <ufi xa* a8a*aT0* tsoT oc\Xot 9 
" 'OTnrorifioa Quvdroio ri\o$ 'Kkir^^ivoy Uiv* * 

" IL r 30S. 

" Wett! biitaflthis you will think is but a 

" sad story: What? we must die, and go to 
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u darkness and dishonour ; and we must die 

" quickly, and we must quit all our delights* and 

« all our sins, or do worse, infinitely worse ; and 

" this is the condition of us all, from which 

u none can be excepted j every man shall be 

" spilt andfallintotheground, and 'begathered 

" up no more/ Is there s no comfort after all 

" this ? * Shall we go from hence, and be no 

" more ssep/ and have no recompense ? 

'• ;M*«er, o miser, aiunt, onxnia ftdemit, 
", IjJna dies infausta wihi tot praemia vit*. y , 

" sJiaU we exchange our fair dwellings for a 
«', coffin, our softer b^ds for the moistened and 
^weeping. turf^ and our pretty children fot 
" worms; and is there no allay to this huge 
«? calamity? Yes^ there is: there is a ^yet* in 
f « the text : 4 for all this, yet .doth God, devise 
" means thai) his banished be not e?peUed fix>m 
" him/ AH this sorrow and trouble is but a 
(i phantasy, and receives it^ account and de- 
" grees fijom our present qonceptiens* and the 
" proportion taourxeftshes apd-guabS 9 * , ,. * 

1 Amend Sermon, u-Cauntets of CafberyV p. 124. 
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CHAR V. 

1«51. 

TJEEVIOUS to the death of the exemplary 
■*■ Countess of Carbery, Taylor had been 
occupied in writing his u Rule and Exercises 
* of Holy Dying, and that part of his volume 
of Sermons, * which was preached at Golden 
Grove, in the summer half-year. These, with 
the addition of the funeral sermon lately de- 
livered, and a w Discourse of the Divine Insti- 
"tution, Necessity, and Sacredness,oftht Office 
" Ministerial," he published in the year 1651. 

" The Rule and Exercises of Holy Dying** 
he addressed to his beneficent patron : and in 
none of his writings did his attachment to his 
friend, or the character of this nobleman appear 
more conspicuous. Though designed for ge- 
neral purposes, it had been composed chiefly 

• The Sermons, &c were published in small folio. The 
Holy Dying in duodecimo. Lib. Caius Coll. Camt*. 
D. N. 52. Load, for R, Royston, &c 
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for the Countess, of whom he had just been 
deprived. Taylor, it seems, had also expe- 
rienced some loss in his own family, tut of 
what kind there is no authority to state. The 
death of his benefactress alone threw a solemn 
air over every thing around him, and gave 
to this offering of has piety an additional 
impression. 

He knew his friend to be * € so constant and 
« regular in his devotions, and so tender in 
" the matter of justice, so ready in die ex- 
44 pressions of charity, and so apprehensive 
"of religion, and a person whose work of 
^ grace was apt, and must every day grow to- 
** wards those degrees, where when he arrived 
« he would triumph over imperfection, and 
" chuse nothing but what might please God ; 
" he could not therefore, he thought, by any 
*' compendium, conduct and assist his pious 
44 purposes so well, as by that which is the 
« great argument and the great instrument of 
/" Holy Irving, the consideration and exerc^ 
« of Holy Dying.** Thus impressed with the 
chamcter of his friend and patron, he intro- 
duces the subject to his afflicted mind, and sel- 
dom can a more splendid instance of the feel- 
ing and piety of the man aid the christian be 
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met with, than is displayed, in his /manner, of 
conducting it* , V 

He. tells bis mourning benefactor/ that be 
should entertain him ip a charael house, and 
carry his meditations awhile into the chambers 
of death, where he shouMfind the rooms dressed 
up with melancholy arts, and fit to converse 
with his most retired thoughts, which begin 
with a sigh, and proceed in deep consideration, 
and end in holy resolution. , He .was treating 
him afc a. Roman gentleman did Hi. Augustine- 
The sight the holy man most noted in that 
house of sorrow, wa* Ahe body, of Caesar 
ctoathed with ail the dishonours of corrupticm. 
But he knew .that, withwt pointing, Jus .lord- 
grip's first thwgfcte, wotdd remember the 
change of a, great** beauty, which was 
then dressing ioxi ijbfo Jkrightetfe : immortality, 
wd from her bed of ftoknea^GaflMttQ him *o 
dre^ his soul foe th^t.ch^ge which should 
mingle his bones AvitJU that beloved dust What 
rendered it still rmmi touching i was the cir- 
ettisstance of its baittg , pawfeptfed { to Lord 

«* i&your > dearilady? ri anhivemrjv jandr r ish* de- 
" sen^sd the highest honoiif, jbboA the longest 
*« memory, and thgs fima^ibonudttBt, and the 
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*' mosksolemn mourning: and in order to it, 
" give me leave to cover her hearse with these 
" following sheets." 

" This book was intended first to minister to 
4t her piety j $nd she desired all good people 
" should partake of the advantages which are 
" here recorded; she knew how to live rarely 
" well, and she desired to know how to die j and 
u God taught hey by an experiment. But since 
" her work is done, and God supplied her with 
" provisionsof her own, before Icoiddniinisterto 
" her, and perfect what she desired, it is neces- 
" sary to present to your lordship those bundles 
" of cypress which were intended to dress lier 
" closet, but come now tp dress her hearse. 

" Botlj your lordship »n4 ffiyself have lately 
•« seen and felt such sorrows of death, and such 
" sad departure of dearest friends, that it is 
" more than high time we should think ou«- 
iC selves nearly concerned in these accidents. 
" Death has come so near to you as to fetch a 
" portion of your very heart j andnow you can- 
" not chuse but dig your own grave, and place 
" your coffin injrour eye, when the angel hath 
" dressed your scene of sorrow and meditation 
" with so particular and so near an object $ 
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" and therefore as it is my duty, I am come to 
" minister to your pious thoughts, and to direct 
" your sorrows, that they may turn into vir- 
" tues and advantages."* 

Few of his writings are more ably executed 
or have more passages worthy of remembrance, 
either for then* application to the subject, or 
the strength and beauty of their expression. 
And it may be justly said, that he who will 
follow this great master of holy living will be 
led through the path of righteousness to % 
death of joy. 

As an instance of his genius and peculiar 
style of composition, the Rule and Exercises of 
" Holy Dying" surpasses that of " Holy 
" Living." All the treasures of ancient litera- 
ture with which his memory was stored, all 
the sterling morality extracted by his discrimi- 
nating judgment from the vilest dross of 

* Epistle Dedicatory to Holy Dying. 

The public is much indebted to the piety of the 
Reverend Thomas Thirlwall, M . A. for a new edition both 
of the Rule and Exercises of Holy Living, and Holy 
Dyiagi To the former of these is a preface, written by 
the editor, with a just commendation of these manuals. 
Mr. Thirlwall, conjectures that this treasure of religious 
•risdom, was Taylor's favourite work, 
I? 
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•antiquity, are here brought in aid of his 
impressive subject. 

< , After producing a aeries of instances of the 
vanity and shortness of life ; " The sum of 
** all," he says, is this : * That thoij art a man/ 
" than whom there ; i? not in the world any 
" greater instance of heights and declensions, of 
" lights, and shadows^ of misery and folly, erf* 
" laughter and tears, of groans and death* 

.. M And, because this consideration is of great 
** usefulness and great necessity to many pur- 
" poses of wisdom and the spirit, all the suc- 
. " cession of time, all the changes of nature, all 
M the varieties of light and darkness; 4hp thou- 
A( sahd thousands of accidents in the world, 
'*' and every contingency to every man, and to 
€C every creature does preach our funeral ser>- 
u mon, and call us to look, and see, how the 
« old sexton time throws up the earth, and 
" digs a grave where we must lay our sins, or 
"our sorrows, and sow our bodies till they 
't rise again in a fair, or an intolerable eternity. 
& !Bvery revolution which the sun makes about 
" the world, divides between Kfe aad death," 
' 4 < God by all the variety of his. Providence, 
jf. makes us see death every where, in all ' va- 

H 
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"riety ofdraii&fttatioeB, and dressed up for 
" all the fancies, and the expectation of every 
" single person. Nature hath given us one 
* harvest every year, but death hath two ; and 
" the spring and the autumn send throngs of 
" men and women to charnel houses ; and all 
u the summer long men are recovering from 
*' their evils of the spring, till the dog days 
" come, and then the Syrian star mdkes the 
" summer deadly j and the fruits of autumn 
" are laid up for all the year's provision, and 
" the man that gathers them eats and surfeits, 
" and dies and needs them not, and himself 
" is laid up for eternity ; ami he that escapes 
" till winter, only stays for another opportu- 
" nity, which the distempers of that quarter 
" minister to him with great variety. Thus 
" death reigns in all the portions of our time. 

" The wild fellow in Petronius that escaped 
" upon a broken table from the furies of a ship- 
" wreck, as he was sunning himself upon the 
" rocky shore, espied a man rolling upon his 
" floating bed of waves, ballasted with sand in 
" the folds of his garment, and earned by fate 
" civil enemy the sea towards the shore to find 
"a grave: and it cast him into some sad 
"thoughts: that peradventure this man's wife 
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« in some put of the continent, safe and 
* r warm, looks next month for the good 
" man's return ; or it may be his son knows 
" nothing of the tempest; or his father thinks 
u of that affectionate kiss which still is 
" warm upon the good old man's cheek ever 
u since he took a kind farewell, and he 
* weeps with joy to think how blessed he 
" shall be when his beloved boy returns 
" into the circle of his father's arms. These 
"are the thoughts of mortals, this the end and 
" sum of all their designs : a dark night and 
" an ill guide, a boisterous sea and a broken 
" Qable, an hard rock and a rough wind, dashed 
" in pieces the fortune of a whole family, and 
u they that shall weep loudest for the accident, 
": are not yet entered into the storm, and yet 
"have suffered shipwreck. Then looking 
" upon the carcase, he knew it, and found it 
" to be the master of the ship, who the day 
" before cast up the accounts of his patrimony 
" and *his trade, and rauned the day when he 
" thought to be at home. See how the man 
" swims who was so angry two days since ; his 
" passions are becalmed with, the storm, his 
" accounts cast up, his cares at an end, his 
€ * voyage done, and his gains are the strange 
« events of death ; which whether they be good 

h a 
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** or evil, the men that are alive seldom trouble 
" themselves concerning the interest of the 
" dead. 

" But seas alone do not break our vessel in 
" pieces: every where we may be c shipwrecked. 
" And all this is the law and constitution of 
" nature, it is a punishment to our sins, the 
" unalterable event of Providence, and the de- 
" cree of heaven, The chains that confine us 

c Dryden has admirably expressed this sentiment in his 
Ode to the Memory of Mrs. Ann Killigrew. 
Meanwhile her warlike brother on the seas 
His waving streamers to the winds displays, 
And tows for his return, with vain devotion, pays* 
Ah, generous youth ! that wish forbear, 
The winds too sqon will waft thee here : 
Slack all thy sails, and fear to come, 
Alas ! thou know'st not thou art wreck'd at home ! 
No more shalt thou behold thy sister's face, 
Thou hast already had her last embrace. 

L. 165— 17J. 
The same idea is in his Annus Mirabilis, 1. 1 29, &c. 
The son who, twice three months on th' ocean tost, 

Prepared to tell what he had done before. 
Now sees 

His parents' arms in vain stretch'd from the shore. 
This careful husband had been long away 

Whom- his chaste wife and little children mourn, 
Who on their fingers learn to tell the day, 

On whicfi their father promised to return. 
Such are the proud designs of human kind; 

And so we suffer shipwreck ev'ry where. 
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u to this condition are strong as destiny, an<J 
w immutable as the eternal laws of God. 

" I have conversed with some men who re- 
u joiced Jn the death or calamity of others, 
" and accounted it a judgment upon them for 
" being on the other side, and against them in 
" the contention ; but within the revolution of 
" a few months the same man met with a 
" more uneasy and unhandsome death ; which 
** when I saw, I wept, and was afraid; for 
" I knew that it must be so with all men, 
" for we also shall die, and end our quar- 
" rels and contentions by passing to. a final 
u sentence/* d 

* 
With equal force and increased beauty he 

takes an account of life. " We must not 

" think," he says, " that the life of a man 

" begins when he can feed himself ^or walk 

" alone j for so he is contemporary with a 

« camel or a cow ; but he is first a man, when 

€< he comes to a certain steady use of reason, 

" according to his proportion ; and when that 

" is, all the world -of men cannot tell pre- 

" cisely. Some are called at age tit fourteen 

4 Holy Dying, feet. i. 
H3 
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* some *t ^ne-and?twenty, some aevfcrj but 
" all mtm late enough, for the life of a man 
u comes upon him slowly and insensibly. But 
" as whejQ the sun Approaching towards the 
« gates of the morning, he first opens a little 
u eye of heaven, and sends away the spi- 
u rite of darkness, and gives light to a cock, 

* and calls up the lark to mattins, and by and 
M by gilds the fringes of a cloud, and peeps 
u over the eastern hills, thrusting out t his 
«f golden horns, like those which decked the 
" bro^s of Moses when he was forced to wear 
«, a veil, because himself had seen the face of 

* God \ ;and still while a man tells ; the story, 
" the sun gets up higher, till he shews a fair 
" face and a full light, and then he shines 
« icttft whole day, under a cloud often, and 
"sometimes weeping great and little showers, 
« and sets quickly : so is a man's reason and 
*< his life." c 

. Such is his style of writing in this admirable 
Treatise. — He divides the subject into five 
chapters, beginning with a general preparation 
towards a holy and blessed death, by way of 
OGMlderation. Under this head he first enters 

* Holy Dy»g, sect, j. 
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upon the vanity and shprtnep of man's life, 
tad then reduces his reflectipus to practice. 
These are followed by rules and spiritual arts 
of lengthening our days and arguments to 
take off the objection of a short life ; and 
lastly, he dwells upon human miseries. 

The second chapter gives a general prepa- 
ration towards a holy and bjp9*#d d?ath, by 
w*y of exercise; lays down three precept 
preparatory to this awful event to be prfctise$l 
in imx whole life ;- and insist upon daily exa* 
mittitiflfl of our actions whilst in healthy The 
exercise of clarity occupies $he next section : 
and the chapter-closes with general consider* 
ations to enforce the former practices. 

The third chapter treats of the temptations 
incident to the state of sickness with their 
proper remedies : of the ' state of sickness 
itself, of impatience, of the constituent or 
ifrtsgj^l parts of patience,, of remedies against 
impatience, both by way of cpnsideration and 
of exercise, of the advantages of sickness, of 
remedies against the fear of death, by way 
both of consideration and exercise, and of 
general rules and exercises by which our 
sickness may become safe and sanctified. 
* 4 
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The fourth chapter *he#8 the prac&fc <&tf 
the graces proper to the slate of sickifeg* 
which a man may perform aknse — i of patience 
and its several afets, and the same df feitit 
and repentance } and, after giving an Analysis 
of the Decfelogue, enforces the practice' 06 
charity and justice. 

% The various lieneflte arising from vigfctog 
the sick follow &i the last chapter, w3kh the 
Several offices applicable to the occaai<mv 
and the subjedt con chides with' a peroHrtkft 
concerning the contingencies, and treatment 
of our departed friends after death, in older 
to-tiieir will and/burial. • .; i. .'■ 

Taylor's habits were as industrious as his 
mind w*as strong. Though, occupied as we 
have seen in the laborious employment o£ 
education, yet ill the same year with c * tha 
H Rule and Exercises of Holy. Dying/* hfe 
brought out the Sermons f already ment£otf$& 
They are twenty-seven in number, tfith thfe 
addition of the Sermon preached at Lady 

Carbery's funeral and the Discourse of the 
li ' ' .... + 

'» ' * London, printed by R. N. for Richard Rojaton, at 
the Angel in I vie Lane, 1651. Together with these ser- 
mons was published " A Discourse of the Divine Ihstifu- 
" tution, Necessity, Sacredttess and Separation of the 
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Dmhe Institution^ Necessity, Sacredness, and 
Separation of the Office MirtisteriaL The 
mibjects which engaged his attention in these 
Sermons are, " The Spirit of Grace/ 1 " Thfc 
"descending and entailed Cur^e cut off," 
♦"'The km&idky of a .late or death-bed Re- 
"pentance," " The Becefcfulness of ^hte 
« Heart," «• The FaitH and Patience of tjte 
« Saints/' " The Mercjrif the Divifae Judg>- 
"ments^" " Growth in: Grace, f Growth." itL 
^S»» M "The foolish Exchanga/' "Christ 
w ian Prudence," - " Christian iSimplicity," 
and " The Miracles of the 1 Divine Mercy/* • 

r Thes6 he dedicated id the E»l o£ Cstfbery 
» an Epistle, which for the alh&ions to his 
priyateintercourae iivthat NoMeimanWamily, 
as well as admirable* remarks contained in it 
requii*» insertion in this place. Still dwgflmg 
upon the memory of his amiable patroness, he 
thus addresses him: * 

, " I now present your lordship a copy of 
," those Sermons, the publipation of which was 

— — , — . — — — i , — > 

.«« Office Ministerial." At the end of the volume the 
printer apologises for any mistakes that may be made in 
the letter-press, on account of " the absence of the au- 
* thor, and his inconvenient distance from London." « 

13 



Digitized by 



Google 



JL06 . THE; Lflft Of 

"was £rst designed by die appelates of that 
" ' hunger and thirst of righteousness/ mfcieh 
" mads your dear la&y (that rare soul) bo dear 
" to God, that he was pleased speedily to 
" satisfy her* by carrying her from our shallow 
" and impure cisterns, to drink out of the 
" fountaks of our Saviour* I shall but prick 
w your tm&tr eye, if I shall reuriml your 
u Lordship how diligent a hearer, htfw careftd 
u a recorder, how prudent aa observer, how 
" sedulous a practiser of holy discourses she 
" was ; and that therefore it was, that what 
" did slide through her ear, she w*a desirous 
" to place before her eye, that by those win- 
« dows they might enter in and dwell in her 
"heart : but because by this' truth I shall do 
a advantage to the Mowing Dwxmrsesj give 
" me leave to fancy that this Book ia derived 
*' upon your Losdahip almost in the nature of 
* a legacy from her, whose every thing?. was 
" dearer to your Lordship than your own eyra $ 
" and that what she was pleased to believe apt 
H to minister to her devotions, and the religion 
•••of 1 her pious and discerning soul, may also 
" be allowed a place in your closet, and a 
" portion of your retirement, and a lodging in 
"your thoughts, that they may encourage 
"and instruct your practice, and promote 
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"tifewt inters** which: is, And eugbt tp be> 
"dearer, to you than all thorn blessings and 
f'aepiwrtions *ritfc w&k& G*d Afcth fWwked 
" your femiiy a»d person. 

« My rLordi I confess the puWwatjon of 
«<*hese ftemms can so little serve fcbe eftds «f 
*« i»y reputation, that I m therefore pleased 
« ih>e wtikir todo it, bemuse I csftaot at all 
M be tempted, in so doiftg, ta minister to any 
'*, thing of vanity. Sermons aiay please wfcen 
fs *hey first strike the ear, and yet appear flat 
" and ignorant when they, aw offered to the 
", eye, and to an understanding that can cobp 
* aider at . leisure. I remember that a young 
« Gentleman pf Athens, being tQ answer, for 
"his life, hired an orator to make his defence, 
". and & pleased him well at his first reading, 
♦« but when the young m^n by often reading 
** it,, that he might recii# it publicly by heart, 
" begw togrow weary and displeased with it, 
"tfce orator hade him consider that the 
" judges said the people were to hear it but 
".once, and. theft it was.Jikely they at that 
"first instant might be as well pleased as 
" he. This hath oft^n represented to my 
•" mind the condition and fortune of Sermons, 
'« and to* I w>wpart wit^ th^.^dvwtoge they 
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" had in their delivery j but I have sufficiently 
" answered myself in that, and am at rest 
« perfectly in my thoughts as to that par- 
"ticular, if I can in any degree serve the 
« interest of souls, and (which is next to that) 
•* obey tile piety, and record the memory of 
" that dear saint, whose name and whose soul 
" is blessed : for in both these tninisteries I 
" doubt not but your Lordship will be pleased, 
« and account as if I had done some service to 
w yourself: your religion makes ipe sure of 
" the first, and your piety puts the latter past 
" my fears. However, I suppose, in the 
«* whole account of this affair, this publication 
" may be esteemed but like preaching to a 
" numerous auditory; which if I had done, 
"it would have been called either duty or 
*' charity, and therefore will ndt now so readily 
" be censured for vanity, if I make use of all 
" the ways I can to minister to the good of 
" souls. But because my intentions are fair in 
u themselves, and I hope are acceptable to God, 
€( and will be fairly expounded by your Lord- 
u ship (whom for so great reason I so much 
" value) I shall not trouble you or the world 
*' with an apology for this so free publishing 
**my weaknesses: I can better secure my 
"reputation, by telling men how N they ought 
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w to entertain Sermons ; for if they that read 
4€ or hear do their duly aright, the preacher 
" shall soon be secured of his fame, and un- 
* touched by censure. ; 

" For it were well if men would not inquire 
** after the learning of the Sermon, or its 
" delicioueness to the ear of fancy, but observe 
44 its usefulness ; not what concerns the 
" preacher, but what concerns themselves ; 
*« not what may make a vain reflexion upon 
41 him, but what may substantially serve their 
*«own needs j that the attending to his 
" Discourses may not be spent in vain talk 
" concerning him or his disparagements, but 
4t may be used as a duty and a part of religion, 
« to minister to edification and instruction. 
« When St. John reckoned the principles of 
" evil actions, he told but of three, ' Th^lust 
" of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 
« the pride of life/ But there was then 
" abo in the. world (and now it is grown into 
♦< age, and strength, and faction) another lust, 
" the lust of the ear, and a fifth also, the lust 
"qfthe tongue. Some people have an in- 
" satiable appetite in hearing ; and hear only 
"that they may hear, and talk, and make a 
*• party: they enter into their neighbour's 
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" bouse to kindle their candle, ami tipping 
"there a glaring fire, sit down upon the 
" hearth, and warm themselves all day, and 
" forget their errand ; and in the amtn time 
" their own fires are not lighted, nor their 
" families instructed or provided for, nor any 
" need served, but a lazy pleasure which is 
" useless and impudent. Hearing or reading 
" Sermons, is, or ought to be, in order to 
"practice; for so God intended it, that 
" * Faith should come by Hearing,' and that 
" charity should come by faith, and by both 
" together we may be saved : tor a man's ears 
" (as Plutarch calls them) are virtutum ansa?, 
" by them we are to hold and apprehend 
« virtue ;. and unless we use than as men do 
w * vessels of dishonour, 9 filing them with 
" things fit to be thrown away, with any thing 
" that k not necessary, we are by them more 
" nearly brought to God than by all the senses 
" beside. For although things placed before 
«• the eye affect the mind more readily than 
« the things we usually hear ; yfet the reason 
« of that is, because we hear carelessly, and 
-« we hear variety: the same speeies dwells 
* upon the eye, and > represents 'tiie mate 
"object in union and single repiesenttoent 1 ; 
," but the i objects of the ear are broken into 
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«• fragments of periods, and Wonte and sytta- 
?« bies, «nd must be attended with a cavtftd 
« undemanding: and because every thing 
" diverts the sound, and every thing calls 
" off the understanding, and the spadt of 
" a nan is truantly and trifling; therefore it 
«* is, that what men hear does so little affect 
"them, and so weakly work towards the 
" purposes of virtue : and yet nothing does 
" so affect the mind of man as those voices 
" to which we cannot chuse but attend j and 
" thunder and all loud voices from Heaven 
" rend the meet stony heart, and make the 
" most obstinate pay to God the homage of 
" trembling and fear; and the still voice of 
" God usually takes the tribute of love, and 
" choke, and obedience. Now since hearing 
" is so effective an instrument of conveying 
" impresses and images of things, and exciting 
" purposes, and fixing resolutions (unless we 
" hear weakly and imperfectly) ; it wiU be of 
" the greater concernment that we be curious 
" to hear in order to such purposes which are 
" perfective of the sold and of the spirit, and 
" not to dwell in fancy and speculation, in 
" pleasures and trifling arrests, which con* 
" tinue the soul in its infancy and childhood, 
« never letting it go fortt| into the wisdom 
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* and Virtues of a man. I have i 
" ing Dionysius of Sicily, that being (Wigfcted 

* extremely with a minstrel that mug veil, 
" and struck his harp dextrously, he promised 
u to give him a great reward ; and that raised 
" the fancy of the man and made him play 
" better. But when the music wasdone^ and 
" the man waited for his gueat hope, the King 
"dismissed him empty, telling him that he 
" should carry away as much of the promised 
" reward as himself did of the. music, and 
" that he had paid him sufficiently with the 
" pleasure of the promise for the pleasure of 
" the song : both their ears had been equally 
" delighted, and the profit psk none at aH. 
" So it is in many men's hoaxing sermons : 
" they admire the prqacber, and he pleases 
" their ears, and neither . of them both bear 
" along with them any good ; and the hearer 
•" hath as Httle good by the sermon, m the 
•" preacher, by the air of the people's breath, 
" when they make a noise, and admire, .and 
" understand not* And that also is a second 
:"> caution I desire all men would take* 

t ; . .'.!*■..• 

>. « That they may never trouble the affiur§ 

* of preaching and hearing respectively, wiA 
^admiring the person of any. man. Te 
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"admire % preacher is such ,a reward of his 
" pains and worth, as if you should crown a 
"conqueror with a garland of roses, or a bride 
44 with laurel, it is an undecency, it is no part 
" <#the reward wh^ch could be intended for 
?f haw. , For though ifcbe a good*naturod folly, 
" yet it hath in it rpuch danger : For by that 
" means the preacher may lead his hearers 
" captive, and' make them servants of a &c- 
" tion, or of a lust ; it mftfees thepn So much 
" thel«ss to be servants «tf Chris V by how 

V much they 4 call any man master upon 
"earth;* it weakens the hsart and band* of 
"others; it places theni^ves in a rai^ wiich 
V ; t^lpw their proper station, changing from 
"hearing * tfce word of God/ to adnuration 
"of tl# < persons and faces of men; 9 and it 
" bcRng a;/2^ that falls upon the moge, easy 
" natures and softer understandings, does 
^"more easily abuse a man. And though 

V such a person may have the good fortune 
v to admire a good man and a wise; yet it is 
" an ill disposition, and makes hi^n liable to 
"every man's abuse. ' Stupidum hominem 
" quavis oratione percelUS said Heraclitus ; 
*« an undiscerning person is apt to be cozened 
"by every oration. And besides this, that 
" preacher whom some do admire, others will 

1 
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«* ntest e*ttfa*y iawyj and ttat ds» fetobfe 

" jHWided agi*t with dflipftcfc? and ydii 
w ttttrft ftot admire too forwatfdly, Jftr your 
** tittmsdke* lest you fall into the hands of a 
*worte preacher; and^r his sake, whom 

* when you admire, you also love, for others 
, «• wiH be apt to envy hftn* 

* But that must by afi men be avoided, for 

* envy is the worst counsellor in the * World, 
«* and die worst hearer of a wise discourse. I 

* pity those mfen who live upoii flfettfery and 

* wonder, end while they sit at the fa* of the 

* doctors chair, stare in his ftee, and cry, 

* «xf »p«c 5 pty*** ^iXoro>« f ! rarely spoken, 

* adihiitibly done ! Ifhey are like dtllow and 
w dafeateed birds, gaping perpetiiiBy to be 
Mfed from another's moutii, and they ritftfir 
« oome to the knowledge of the truth?* sttdh 
« a knowledge sis is effective, and expressed 

* in & prudent and holy life. But those men 
«« that envy the piftaeher, besides *At they 
" are great enemies of iJhte Holy Ghost, tod 
"are spitefolly < evil becattSe God h good to 
« Mm,' *&eyiare also eneitaifes t6*&emseftes. 
" He <hfct' en^s the horioursor the riehcis df 
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** another, envies ibr irie asm safceg aad he 

^■icoqld &in be rich wiik&qt wealth which 
^Bw*«t8 in hnr neighbors coflas: but he 
1 link oraes him that makes good sermons, 
^jcrarks himself, andistmgty because Himself 
" raay rectara the benefit, aftd beiiaproved, 
«* or delighted, or instructed toy another, fib 
^ thtet is apt fondly to admire any man's per- 
*« b6h inuBlr cure fhimself by considering, itfedt 
*« tiie preacher is <3kjcPs^mii^eriahd servant 1 ; 
M tbatiie Speaks God's word, and *>es 4t by 
<** <jhe dirme assistance j that he Jiath* nothing 
^ of thuMHRB f imt din aftd : ii^perifi9c*ioi>y f th*t 
•«" he does 'but hie duiy, and tfatt jdsroritarcffy^ 
if* encash ; that he is highly alttweraWte >ftfr 
/<> <his *al*nt, and staoda deeply charged ^with 
^tte aatfe rrf soufc ; and tterefomth^t he*is 
<** 4*J*e ASgbiy He^eentol nfar ftfee srioiitf s *ake/ 
^ c not for ittte persto : his rindustry and his 
h" charity ieiito bebeldved, Ms<akrtity is to be 
^accounted upon ahothar stodc, aad ;ftr it 

* t^tpi^cAerandthehdafferare boA to gfae 
^<?<wMhanks; ' but nqthing i9 ctae to ttie>torin 
^ for tiiat, isav* oniyrthat k ta the rather to 
44 be ethployed, because by it we may better 
Hte instructed : ^Bat* if my other reflection 
^ beMH^de upon AS»^erson, It is next to the 

• sin md tfafagAwtf JH#**1> *nd the people, 

i a 
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** when the fine oration was made, fitri *«x* 
44 a«c t**r*€t'*f 9 with huge fancy; the people 
" were pleased, and Herod was admired, and 
" God was angry, and an angel was seat to 
** strike him with death and with dishonour. 
** But the envy against a preacher is to be 
44 cured by a contrary discourse, and we must 
" remember, that he k in the place of God, 
"and hath received the gift of God, and the 
M aids of the Holy Ghost; that bythisabi- 
" lities God is glorified, and we are instructed, 
- 44 and the interests of virtue aad holy religion 
"are promoted; that by this means God, who 
* deserves that all souls should serve htm for 
"ever, is likely to have a fairer harvest of 
" glory and service, and therefore that envy 
44 is against him ; that if we envy because we 
w are not the instrument of this good to Others, 
44 we must consider that we desire the praise 
" to ourselves, not to God. Admiration of a, 
44 man suppose^ him to be inferior to the -per- 
44 son so admired, but then he is pleased do 
" to be ; hut envy supposes him as low, and 
44 he is displeased at it ; and the envkms mto 
" is not only less than the other man's virtue, 
« 4 but' also contrary ; the former is * «>«*%, 
"but this is a vice; that wants wisdom, but 
"gfrtt^tiM tkataup- 
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u poses an absence of some good, tat this is 
" * direct affliction and calamity. 

" And after all this, if the preacher be not 
u despised, he may proceed cheerfully in 
u doing his duty, and the hearer may have 
" some advantages by every Sermon. I re* 
"member that Homer says the wooers of 
49 Penelope taught at Ulysses, because at his 
" return he called for a loaf, and did not, to 
"shew his gallantry, call for swords and spears. 
" Ulysses was so wise as to call for that he 
" needed, and had it, and it did him more 
" good than a whole armory would in his case. 
" So is the plainest part of an easy and honest 
" Sermon, it is * the sincere milk of the word, 9 
" and nourishes a man's soul though repre- 
.« geoated in its own natural simplicity : and 
"there is hardly any orator but you may find 
t « occasion to praise something of him- Whan 
* Plato misliked the order and disposition of 
"the oration* of Lysias, yet he praised the 
" good words, and the elocution of the man* 
,"E*ripides was commanded for his fulness, 
" Parmmudes fbr his composition, PhocyKctes 
" for his easane^, Archilochus for his argiu 
"meot, ^k^hoc^es for the unequataesa of his 
u *tite; so nu$r<men praise their preacher; 
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* he spealfe jierttoerrtly, or he omtrives wittily; 
11 or he speaks comely, or the man n pious, 
" or charitable, or he hath a good text, or he 
" spetfks plainly, or he & not tedious, or if he 
11 be, he is at least industrious, or he m the 
w messenger of God ; and that will sot foil 
w us, and let us love him for that And we 
" know those that love can easily commend 
4€ any thing, because they Mke every thifig : 
" and they toy, hit men are like angels, and 
" the black are manly, and the pate look tike 
« honey and the stars, and the crook-nosed art 
" Kke the sons of kings, and if they be flat 
*" they are gentle and easy, and if tibey be 
" deformed they are humble, and not to be 
" despised, because they have upon diem the 
" impresses of Divinity, and they are the sons 
" of God. He that despises his preacher, is a 
" hearer of arts add learning, not of the word 
" of God t and though when the word of God 
44 h set off with advantages and entertaitt- 
" ments of the better faculties of our humility, 
" it is more useful and of more eflfeet ; yet 
" when the word of God is spoken truly, 
44 though but read in plain language, it will 
" become the disciple of Jesus to love that 
44 mm whom God sends, and the pokdidt 
*'brder*nd fewshate effljddyed, ratter th to 
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" Thus it is fit; tfe^ pa^o J&puld be a?wted 
^*i>4 employed when tl^^y h«jr and read 
" Sermons, coining hither n$ *# irxfa * 
" theatre, where iq$n otyprve the gestures 
" or noises of the peopjs, the brow and the 
44 eyes of the most busy censurers, and make 
" parses, and go a^ide with then} that dislike 
« ( $vwy thu|g, oy $Qp admire not th^ tbingt, 
*< but tfre perspw j b$t as to asaoriflce, apd *» 
** to a scjiopl where virtue is tsjijght sad 
ff exercised, and none come but such as put 
« thpi»fte|ves u#4v, discipline, and inten4 *° 
'' gWP W?> apd more virtuous £p appfgtse 
^th^ir passion, from violept tp beggine 
" qi^o^th and ev«n, to haw their faith estai 
u bli?hed, and their hope confirmed, and t^eir 
** chajity enlarged* They that $rp otherwise 
f* ^fected do pot do theif duty :, but if t^ey 
" be ^ minded *sitey oug*& I? f»4 *#*»<» 
w pf piy ^nfdoywepfc sl^il foe .^u^ag^^n* 
*«4i*e t*»gije$ $nd $cgg pf m$ft y^p f« 
'ttng&ififi m afiwp tibrfy watty J9 ^t«is* 
"ai^uj^ry^ $pd 

^yet\b^4ps ^s$ ; g#u# ^ ' %8& 
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44 (unless I deceive myself) I intend the glory 
" of God sincerely, and the service of Jesus 
" in this publication ; and therefore being I 
44 do not seek myself o^irty own reputation, I 
44 shall not be troubled if they be lost in the 
44 voices of busy people, so that I be accepted 
44 of God, and « found of hkn in the day of 
" the Lord's visitation/ 

44 My Lord, it was your charity and noble- 
"ness that gave me opportunity to do this 
44 service (little or great) unto religion, and 
*■ whoever shall find any advantage to their 
44 soul by reading the following Discourses, if 
" they know how to bless God, and to bless 
11 all them that are God V instalments ill 
44 doing them benefit, will (I hope) help to 
44 procure blessings to your person and family, 
44 and say a holy prayer, and name your Lord- 
"ship in their litanies, aiid remember that 

* at your own charges you have digged a 
44 well, and placed cisterns in the high-ways, 

* that they may drink and be refreshed, and 

* their souls may bless you. My Lord, I hope 
44 this, even because I very much desire it, 
44 and because you exceedingly deserve it, 
€i and above all, because God is good and 
44 gracious and loves to reward such a charity, 
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'^and suth a religion as is yours, by which 
" you have employed me in the service of 
" God, and in the ministries to your family. 
«• My Lord, I am most heartily, and for very 
*< many dear obligations, 

« Your Lordship's most obliged, 
" most humble, 

« and most affectionate 
" Servant, 
« Taylor." 

- However eloquent and impressive these 
Simons may at first sight appear, they will 
rise still more highly in our estimation from a 
comparison with the wild and blasphemous 
ipatter that proceeded from the pulpit, whilst 
it was usurped by the Inde p en de nt preachers 
of the Commonwealth/ 

Ill-adapted as the style of these Discourses 
may be to modem ears, a reference to the 
time* in. which they were composed will 
justify the author in Jiis assertion that they 
wea* " fitted to the great necessities, mid for 

* Of tips every parson will be convinced, who will beat, 
the trouble to search into the writings of that day; or has 
obtained the information by a more easy method, through 
the medium of Dr. Gw/s sdMo»*f H*dl>r** - 
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* sapplying the wants of preaching in many 
" parte of this nation," at that sohismatical 
add enthusiastic era. 

Many expressions occur both, «* these and 
other production! of Taylor th*t ar6 new and 
unauthorized ; the course of his reasoning 
is often interrupted by quotations from clas- 
sical authors ; and allusions to ancient History 
frequently arrest the attention ; but still they 
are so interwoven with the discourse, as to 
strike by their aptness, and surprise, by tkefr 
facility. In other respects, his arguments are 
convincing and his illustration luminous* The 
stieaott of morality, ancient and modern, are 
here poured out in a copious flood warmed by 
the Skin of Righteousness* 

Sometimes he is almost carried away by his 
subject " For him ihait considers God's, mer- 
" cies, and dwells awhile in that depths it is 
« hard not to talk wildly, and without art and 

* order of discoursing*. St Peter talked hf 
*knew not what wbag} he entamd into a 
" cloud with Jesus upon Mount Tabor, though 
« it passed over him like the little curtains 
*that jride upon the north wind, and pass 
" between tfaeauQ md m> AM when we 
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" converse with a light greater than the sun, 
«• and taste a sweetness more delicious than 
" the dew of heaven, and in pur thoughts 
"entertain the ravishments and harmony of 
" that atonement which reconciles God to 
"man, and man to felicity, it will be more 
"easily pardoned, if we should be like per- 
" son? that admire much* and say but little : 
"and indeed we can best confess the glories 
« of the Lord by dazzled eyes* and a heart 
" overcharged with the mercies of this in- 
«*uty." 1 

1*1/ 

1 Sermon 25, of the coarse for the summer half year. 
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CHAP. VL 

1651. 

'HpHE first of the Course of Sermons for 
-*• the Summer half year is for Whitsunday ; 
and is " on the Spirit of Grace." The 
eighth chapter of the Epistle to the Roman* 
and ninth and tenth verses is the text 
upon which Taylor grounds this Discourses. 
He opens the subject by affirming, that the 
day in which the Church commemorates die 
Descent of the Holy Ghost upon the Apostles, 
was the beginning of the Gospel ; and that 
the manifestation of the Spirit is the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ He shews that the Gospel 
is called the Spirit j i. Because it contains in 
it such glorious mysteries as were revealed 
by the immediate inspirations of the Spirit, 
a. Because, when we had been taught these 
mysterious articles, we could not by any 
human power have understood them, unless the 
Spirit of God had given us a new light, and 
created in us a new capacity, and made us to 
be a new creature, of another definition. 
3. Because it consists of Spiritual Promise* 
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and Spiritual Precepts, and makes aH ineA that 
embrace it to be truly Spiritual men. 4. He 
brings other reasons to shew that the Gospel 
is called Spirit, because by and in the Gospel 
God hath given to us not only the Spirit of 
manifestation, that is, of instruction and of 
uateettsm, of' faith and confident asserity but 
the Spirit of Confirmation or Oksignation » to 
all them that believe and obey it. He asserts 
Aha* upon this foundation the Apostle has 
built these two propositions. Thai whosoever 
imth aot the Spirit of Christ, is none of his; 
-be does not betong to Christ at all: he is not 
^partaker of his Spirit, and therefore shall 
,never be partaker of bk glory ; aad, that 
whosoever is im Christ, >k dead to sin, and 
to ves to the spirit of Christ ; thatis, lives a 
spiritual, 'a holy, and a sanctified lifew Having 
jconsidefled these distinctly, he applies them to 
4ke congregation, and conclude* 

In tjie course of his reasoning, fye says, 
" Jndifierency to an object is the lowest 
" degree of liberty, and supposes unwerthineas 
" or defect in the object, or the apprehension: 
" but the will is then the freest and most 
" perfect in its operation, whep it entirely 
w «p«isttes» good with so certain detemmnatioq 
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*;aiid dear -etecfcida, tj**; the contrary Byfl 

* cannot come into idispatexw^rtt^nwurflhch 
** in our projiortions is the liberty ef the sans 
M of God; it is en fcoly afid amiable <£apthrity 

* to tbe Spirit- The will of man & in love 
M with those chains winch draw u* to God, 

* and lows thefettsss that ooniae us to the 
^ pteas na aa an d iriigiati of the kingdom. And 
44 as no man wall cbmplain that his tampfcas 
*' are restrained, aad his head is prisafte& 
"^shanit winciraied with a crown; sowheA 
m theJSon of God had made ns free, and hath 
** only subjected us to the isewitee sad do- 
".oainieci *f the Spirit* we- are as« iiee as 
« Printes <w£thin th* dirctearf ?tlfeii> diadem, 
«< and *ur chains are bracelets, Mid the law is 

■ " e>ktw <of liberty, arid his 'service is* perfedt 
« freedom, and the rooie we are subjects the 
u more we shall reign -as kings ; and the faster 
" we run, the easier, is jopr burdpp j and 
" Christ's yoke is like feathers to a bird, when 
u in Summer we wish' them unfeitherad^tnd 
" callow, or bald as. eggs, that they might be 
" cooler and lighter- '• ' i} 

tl Such is the load tod captivity of a soul, 
" wh&n we do the wwk of God, and **e his 
« servants, *nd underthe goveaunentef the 
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« iwbjecton, love the litewptof out-laws, aiid 

' 4 ^ thelicmi^\j^a^» ^ msL^\y y ated theftee- 

* cM*n *f sad wklow* and dfeflrefifted ^hahs : 
"for so rebels* And fboh, and children long to 
" be rid <tf their pri&ties and their guardians 
<* and their tutoft, thtt ttfey *nay be «^c^#^fl 
" without law, and be undone without 4oti- 
" troul, and be ignorant and miserable without 
** a teacher and without? discipline. He that 
" is in the Spirit is under tutors and govelv 

* nors,,until the time appointed' of the father, 
a just to all great heirs ai»i only, the 'first 
^s^fiHre the Spirit makes, is upon the will. 
" He tWt ldvta the yokeiof Christ, s*nd thfe 

" tfcat'is hi^<ti&M$opmet* hz 

" A man, if you speak naturally, can mas- 

* ticate gums, and he can break his own legs, 
" and he can sip up by little draughts mix- 
" tures of aloes and rhubarb, of henbane and 
u deadly nightshade j but he cannot do this 
" naturally and willingly, chearfully, or with 
" delight. Every sin is against a good man's 
" nature. He is ill at ease when he hath 
" missed his prayers, he is amazed if he have 

~* Serm. i. summer half year. 
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* fallen JujDtoan error, he aa infinitely ashamed 
" pf his. imprudence:;, he i remeqabers a sun as 
"l»e thinks of an enetoay, or the horrors of 
"a midnight pppaiitian ; .for . all his capoci- 
.«« ties, his underefoading, and his chusing 
" faculties axe filled up with the opinion and 
«« persuasions, with r the love and with the 
"desires, of God/? 

" Amongst the ignorance and imperfection 
" of Gentile philosophy, men used to pray 
« with their, hands full of rapine, and their 
" mouths full of blood, and their hearts full of 
.'<: malice ; and they prayed accordingly, for 
<" an opportunity to. steal, for a fair body, for 
« apropperous revengp, for a prevailing raaBce, 
" for the satisfaction of whatsoever they could 
" be tempted to, by any object, by any lust, 
" by toy devil whatsoever. 

" The Jews were better taught, for God 
** was their teacher, and he gave the Spirit to 
u them in single rays. But as the spirit of 
■* obsignation was given to tihtefei under a seal, 
"and within a veil; so the spirit of mani- 
u Testation or patefaction was like the germ 

b Serm. i. summer half year, p. a 06. Jb* p, ao8» 
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?*"o&a vmei di* thebud of a rose, ptainiu- 

*< dices and significations of life, and prin- 

u espies of juice and sweetness ; but yet 

* scarce out 1 of Ahe doors of their causes;, they 

^ had the irtfkncy of knowledge, aiadrevela- 

-HHtumb) to . them .were; given as catechism is 

^1 taught to children; i^hitiht they read with 

"the epref t*f aobird, and speak with the 

•* tcmgue of a bee, and understand with the 

*« heart of a child; that is, weakly and Un- 

m perfectly." ;^ But that tfe may see ho* 

.f^rgreat ihBigtrthe Lord hath doae, fite ua, 

** God hath poured his spirit into our heart!, 

-ff/tife spirit pfr prayer and supfjlica*iOn. M * >?i 

i»" < v> - : ' '-v. *. ' - . . • . .-! :r * ,, iJ 

.'vEke, two .next discourses are upon "-Ike 
"descending and entailed \Curs6 cut to!?*" 
and are grounded upon part of the fifth verse 
^f the trnvnt^liO^ 
^ifeaAer^qf^ei^^jittbjeet by,»^i^(tl^ytoip 
jua&ecessaty £0$ $#&(&& to be J&Mght to tftfokl 
*hepl*gue, iO? iMfVtjtflltt fM0«t:4Rn0;-^»iPk«>* 
#et th*ithi$ olw(»y^^i5yfce« ; *pp^ed^ t^sii^ 
*fefrg£3Wte&jof ail disfffdcsri dp^ t wt hpW 
gaod, for whiofc *q*sa& QwHias jp^gJ&gad 
&s open hostitttyjto it in"^^j$,»*»ta^(je^ 
c Serm.r, p.20&," second pan of the serm, &©tf%fifc 

K 
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and if miB win not regard^ this be m*st> fSffl 
iintier the v^Ageance^f* jealous God. 

That the first* Mew which the Almighty 
aims at *in is, by representing: himself as "- a 
* jealousjGod" : which term the preacher en- 
tttrt into wwi fidly dismissed and then pro- 
^eecfe to the consideration o£ another portion 
<of< tlie text; thatGoHnviaits : tke tint irf. the 
-fhthfcrs upon the '> chaldron* • . Under this he 
Squires into the equity of God in this prti- 
£8edirig, arid our danger in persevering in $itl. 
He as&tfte that sin i^iiifectious, mot only hi 
example* <l^al^ in punishment; and shews 
in what instances, for what reasons, and in 
^hat degl^e r itis 90; find what are the reme- 
'die^c^lhtewa. / ; . ; ■ 

^>'£pea*6*g*>f afflictions falling upon the fe». 
aobeift^h&f'iaiyS, •'.** All the' calamities in thi$ 
^ life are ioiiiffeitt-tothfenwet godly persons 
*<ih the ^wdt*l: attd jftfeethe King of heaven 
("and; earth ita* made"* tttatt of eoifcows, it 
*cannot bewailed unjlik W intolerably that 
Maaeceht 'f&soae should be pressed wfth 
*^mpe*aJ Safefieitiesi only in such teases we 
^ftjnms* distinguish the misery ftpm.the puaish- 
"ment; for that all the world dies » a 
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" punishment of Adam's sin ; but it is no evil 
" to those single persons that dk in the* Lord, 
*' for they are blessed in their death. Joiia- 
u than was killed the same day \rkh his father 
"the kmg; and this mad a punishaoent to 
•** Saufeindeed, bat to Jonathan it^ras a blefc- 
** ling rt for since God had appointed the 
u kingdom to his neighbour* if Was more htf- 
" ncmrabte f or him to cfe fighting the Lord's 
« battle, <thon to live and* see httnaelf the 
^lasting testimony of God's corse np&t tife 
^father, who lost the kingdorh^iSromhis fk- 
« naiy by 'his disobedience. Thatcdeath. is* a 
*biesfting which enda an -hotfourabfo, omd 
F preveoW^aii irigteritfUs life. -And wk chfl- 

* dren {it iftay be) s&dl be< -sanctified! ; by a 

* sorrow,- and purified by the file ^fttfflictiQn, 
'fcatod^fhey shall receive ^the 4tesstri^ of it; 
^but ft* *fr tfcfeir &the*s 'te>&L*#b> whotthaH 
**tioW& thtefc owit he&rte ^J^ sorrcrvfj^iarid 

* cover thfeir'headr with a robe ofshalrte, for 

^•btt*gitfg>so greateta Upon thftfeheaUs* 

« . - v r - M ;' t /r ■ ;• / --. 

"0bd hath many ends of providence to 

* se#v&in this dispensation <Jf f Ms judgments. 
« He expresses the highest indignation against 
"sin, and makes his examples lasting, <&& 

.** municatiw, andof great effect* itisalJttte 

x a 
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u image of hell ; and we shall the less wonder 
* that God with the pains of eternity punishes 
" the sins of time, when with our eyes we see 
" him punish a transient action with a lasting 
"judgment 2. It arrests the spirits of meir, 
" and surprizes their loosenesses, and restrains 
" their gaiety, I when we observe thqt the 
" judgments of God find us out m all' r*la- 
"tions, and turn our comforts into sadness, 
" and makes our families the scene of sorrows, 
u and we can escape him no where; and: by 
" sin are made ob&oxious not alone to personal 
" judgments, but are made like the foutriains 
« of the dead sea, springs of the lake of 
" Sodom ; instead of refreshing one fwiKes 
4€ with blessings* we leave them brimstone, 
" and drought, and poison, and an evil nam* 
" and the wrath of God, and a treasure of 
" wrath, and their fathers 9 sins for their por- 
« tion and inheritance. Naturalist? tt»gr, that 
4i when the leading goato in the Greek 
" islands have taken an eryngus or sea-holly 
" into thek mouths, all the herd will stand 
" still, till , the herdsman corner and forces it 
w out, as apprehending the evil that will come 
"to them all, if any, of them, especially their 
"principals, taste an unwholesome . pliant. 
« And indeed it is of a geqsrjd cQpcernmept, 



Digitized by 



Google 



JEREMY TAYLOR. 1 33 

" that the master of a family, or the prince 
" of a people, from whom as from a fountain 
" many issues do derive upon their relatives, 
" should be springs of health, and sanctity, 
* and blessing." d 

" The second part of this subject regards the 
" Remedies afforded to sons to cut off this 
" entail of Curses." And the whole con- 
chides with this impressive passage* " The 
" prayer of a sinner, the unhallowed wish of 
" a vicious parent, is but a poor donative to 
" give to a child who sucked poison from his 
" morse, and derives cursing from his parents. 
44 They are punished with a double torture in 
" the shame and pain of the damned, who 
" dying enemies to God have left an inven* 
" tory of sing and wrath to be divided amongst 
" their children. But they that can truly 
" give a blessing to their children are such as 
" live a blessed life, and pray holy prayers, 
"and perform an integral repentance, and 
" do separate from the sins of their proge- 
<• nitors, and do illustrious actions, and begin 
" the Messing of their family upon a new 
u stock. For as from the eyes of some per* 

* Summer half year, p. as 1, Serm. 3. 
K 3 
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" sons there shoots forth an evil influence, 
" and some have * an evil eye,' and are in* 
" fectious, some lode healthfully as a friendly 
«« planet, and innocent as flowers; and, as 
" some fancies convey private effects to ocav 
" federate and allied bodies ; and between the 
'* very vital spirits of friends and relatives 
" there is a cognation, and they refresh each 
" other like social plants ; and a good man is* 
" a friend to every good man e : and (they say) 
" that an usurer knows an usurer, and one 
« rich man another, there being by the very 
" manners of men contracted a' similitude of 
'* nature, and a communication of effects v 
** so in parents and their children there is so 
« great a society of nature and of maimers, 
" of blessing and cursing, that an evil parent 
"cannot perish in a single death ;. and- holy 
"patents never eat their meal of blessing 
" alone, but they make the room shine like 
c * the fire of a holy sacrifice ; and a father's 
" or a mother's piety makes all the house 
u festival and full of joy from generation to 
" generation."' 

e Aiapim »v n tutu* f *X*a, ius civ c&yaSo) <5cwv. w is cfftrif 

/iovijuw. Aristot. Ethic. Nicom. lib. 8. c. 3. Edit. Wilkin- 
son, Oxon, 1803. 
f Summer haif year, Sercu 4. p. 230. 
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The two following sermonp are oh <« the 
" Invalidity of a late or Death-bed Repeat* 
«« ante." Taylor has chosen the thirteenth 
chapter of the prophet Jeremiah, and sixteenth 
verse, for the text on which to ground the 
subject. After pointing out the various ways 
by which the Deity is glorified, and that 
" Repentance is the great glorification of 

* God •," he proceeds to assert the duly of 
tepentance, and to lijnit the time of its p$r« 
fbrmajice. The forjner occupies the first part, 
apd embraces this important duty in all its 
stages. In the second he pursues the sub- 
je^t, First, by shewing " what parts and in* 

* gitodients of repqnteiice are signed, when 
«< it is described in holy Scripture :" Next, by 
« insisting on theiaeoesfatiets, tlje absolute na* 
" $essitiesofa holy life ;" Third^, ; " by co^ 
''aidering what directions or ^ja^t^nSfWt 
t«have concerning the <lapt tgnf^of <k*g*m&g 
« to repent} and vrbat is &e Jgpg^pttM 
« th«t any man mayjteatur^ w^^^ty/ v , ^ 

" He that repents," says the Preacher, , 
" confesses his own error, and the righteous 
" ness of God's laws, and by judging himself 
" acknowledges that hp deserves punishment; 
« and therefore tfcrt God is righteous, jf be 

* 4 
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«• punishes him : and, by returning, confesses 
" God to be the fountain of felicity, and the' 
"foundation of true, solid, and permanent 1 
u Joys, saying, in the sense and passion of 
"the disciples, 'Whither shall we go? for 

* thou hast the words of eternal Kfe :* and, 
" by humbling himself, exalts God, by mak- 

* ing the proportions of distance, more im- 
u mense and vast. And as repentance cfoeS 
" contain m it all the parts of holy life which 
" can be performed by a returning sinner, (alf 
" the acts and habits of virtue being but 
"parts, or instances, or effects of repent- 
" ance :) so all the actions of a holy life do 
" constitute the mass and body of all those 
u instruments whereby God is pleased to glo- 
" rify himself. For if God is glorified in the 
" sun and moon, in the rare fabrick of the 
M honey-comb, in the discipline of bees, m the 
u ceconomy of ants, in the Kttle houses of 
"birds, in the curiosity of an eye, God being 
M pleased to delight in those little images and 
u reflexes of himself from those pretty mirrors, 

, " which like a crevice in a waB t through a 
u narrow perspective transmit the species of 
" a vast excellency : much rather shall God 
w be pleased to behold himself in the glasses 
" of our Obedience, in the emissions of our 
12 
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« will, and understanding ; theae being fa- 
<c tional and apt instruments to express hinv 
" far. better than the natural, as being nearer 
<c communications of himself."* 

The deceitfulneas of the heart is the next 
subject of his discourse, which he divides 
into two parts. He chooses his text from 
Jeremiah — " The heart is deceitful above 
"all things, and desperately wicked; who 
" can know it?" He sets out by asserting 
that folly and subtilty divide the greatest 
part of mankind. That no man can know his 
heart — That it is deceitful in its strength; 
in its judgment of its own actions, in its re- 
solutions and purposes. . Next, for the sake 
of disclosing more fully the treachery of the 
heart, he supposes our resolutions advanced 
beyond the state he has been describing, and 
that our will and choice also are determined* 
Yet still he shews that it is false, deceiving 
and deceived, in its intentions and designs. 
It is blind, wilfully blind; impatient of reproof 
it cannot bear to see its own stains, and like the 
elephant it tramples in the pure streams, 
and first troubles them, then stoops .and 

f Serai, 5, summer half year. 
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drinks, when he can least see his huge de- 
formity. In order to this, we heap up 
teachers of our own, and they guide us, not 
whither, but which way they please : for we 
are curious to go our own way, and careless 
of our hospital or inn at night. A fair way, 
and a merry company, and a pleasant easy 
guide will entice us into the enemies 9 quar- 
ters ; and such guides we cannot want " Im- 
" probitati occasio nunquam dtfidtS 9 * To 
these imperfections of the heart he adds in- 
consideration and hardness, pride, and love 
of wickedness. And he closes the subject by 
an exhortation to watchfulness and morti- 
fication. 

His three next sermons pre upon " the 
" Faith and Patience of the Saints; or, the 
"righteous Cause oppressed;" which he 
grounds upon the first Epistle of St, Peter* 
the fourth chapter, the seventeenth and 
eighteenth verses. He opens the subject by 
stating that until men were guided by the 
spirit and by revelation, they were accounted 
good eft bad, according to their prosperity or 
Adversity. 

h Serm. 8. p* 356. 
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Btit, because God sent wise mea into the 
world, and they were treated ruddy, and 
eixerctaed with evil accidents, and this seetned 
so great a discouragement to virtue, that even 
these wise men were morte troubled to recort- 
cile virtue and misery, than to reconcile their 
afiections -to the suffering, God was pleased 
to enlighten their reason with a little beam of 
faith, or else heightened their reason by 
wiser principles than those of vulgar under- 
standings, and taught them in the clear glass 
of faith, or the dim perspective of philosophy, 
to look beyond the cloud, and there to spy 
that there stood glories behind their curtain, 
to which they could not come but by passing 
through the cloud, and being wet with the 
dew of heaven and the waters of affliction. 
And according as the world grew more en- 
lightened by faith, so it grew more dark with 
mourning and sorrows. God sometimes sent 
a light fire, and a pillar of a cloud, and the 
brightness of an angel, and the lustre of a 
star, and the sacrament of a rainbow, to 
guide his people through their portion of sor- 
rows, and to lead them through troubles to 
rest: but as the Sun of Righteousness ap- 
proached towards the chambers of the east, 
and sent the harbingers of light peeping 
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through the curtains of the night, and leading 
on the day of faith and brightest revelation j 
so God dent degrees of trouble upon wise and 
good men, that now in the same degree in 
the which the world lives by faith, and not 
by sense, in the same degree they might be 
able to live in virtue even while she lived in 
trouble, and not refect so great a beauty be- 
cause she goes in mourning, and hath a black 
cloud of cypress drawn before her face. lite- 
rally thus : " God first entertained their ser- 
<* vices, and allured and prompted on the 
" infirmities of the infant world by temporal 
" prosperity ; but by degrees changed his 
" method, and as men grew stronger in the 
« knowledge of God, and the expectation of 
" heaven, so they grew weaker in their for- 
" tunes, more afflicted in their bodies, more 
" abated in their expectations, more subject 
" to their enemies, and were to endure the 
" contradiction of sinners, and the immisston 
•« of the sharpness of providence and divine 
" economy." ! 

* Having expatiated upon the method of 
divine Providence towards mankind, he pur- 

l Serin. <?. p. 262* 



Digitized by 



Google 



JMMBMY TAYUOR. *ft#| 

4 fue»1fc aybject by* shewing thafc-the state of 
.the gospel is * state of suffefipg, not of. tem- 
poral prosperity; that thb was exemplified in 
the life of Ghriht; and yet ite perpetftitow, 
they that hid joyerconpte ; the wodd, could not 
atrangle* Christianity. , «? Bui so have I seen 
" the sua With a, little *ay of distant light, 
1 u challenge, all, the powers of darkness, and 
; n without violence, or. noise climbing up the 
« hill» hath made night 90 to retire, that ite 
i 4 * mommy wps lost in the joy# and spritefid- 
" ness of the mowing 5 *nd Christianity 
" without vifjkaptp^.Wrafinie^ withput resist* 
", wa<jeapd j^lf preservation, . witjt^t , pjxeagth 
vV.'jtHUM^ <sJpq«**»e» without tphf#e§£png 
"<#privi]#g<# or flghifoff against, tjwqpy, 
", without alteration of; gpvernment t aftd s$an- 
" <W of p^ncf s* aritkits humility ^^.meek- 
faes& with toleration and pat^nce, with 
? obedience and charity, with praying and 
tidying, d*d insensibly torn the; world into 
** Ghrtitim »nd Perttqutiou into vi&QryS'f 

Next he enquires into the reasppa of the 
Divine Pyowk#oe in this adipinigteatioa of 
aflajrvsQ f« as God hashes pleased to draw 

* « Faith and Ftactioadrtbe SWnt»," senp«0» p**%. 
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aside the v*ly apd to unfold tfct Uot^ of 

eotfosds. " If/* ho says^ ^ -wo ebopld look 

« under the skirts of the prosperous* apd pre- 

" vaifcng tyrant, we aboitldi find eve© in the 

"* days of His joys such. afl^**ii*i abatements 

w of 4iis' pleasure, as may WiriWftv represent 

<*« him ptfesstafty t»teott*He y : bfeside* his • tfnld 

" infelktfticfcv UtoiKl htive seen fr flfoing and 

" healthfoi person warm and ruddy trader 'a 

** poor and a thin garment, when at-ih4*saitfe 

" time an old rich person hath been coKPfeftd 

?' paralytick under a load of sables, and -the 

" *skms of foxes* It isr the body that mates 

« the clothes warm; not the clothes the body : 

:<* the spirit <rfa msm mates felicity arid ^goYi- 

t* *«Hv not any; sJXflls* o£ a richtfbtttfne! tfrapt 

u ^Wa^tekty^rid^an uneasy soul. Apdl- 

'* lodotoi* was a traitor rihd a tyrant, and the 

n : #orfci* wondered' t#*ee a bad man have so 

"good jt : forkufej but kitew not that He 

^ nourished scorpions m hiebr&k, and that 

" his livfcr and' his h&nrt Were eaten up wfth 

" spectres and images of death : his thoughts 

**Were r foil of interruptions, %tis dreafoas of 

tt iftusions ; his fancy w*^ • idbdsed with real 

M troubles and 'fitntadtick images, imagining 

" that he saw the Scythians flaying him alive, 

"I** daughter* like pillar* of fire dancing 
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«« rourtd about a cauldron in which himself 
" ww betting, and that his heart accused 
^itself tohetbe cause o£ aii these evils. And 
^ although all tyrants have not imaginative 
w inH ftntaitio consciences, yet all tyrants 
" shall die and came to Judgment; and such a 
" man is not to be feared, not at all to be 
" envied. And in the mean time can he be 
"said to escape who hath an unquiet con- 
" science, who is already designed for hell, 
" he whom God htotes> and the people curse, 
^and who hajbhait evil name, ^nd against 
'«' whom aH good men pray, and many desire 
" to fight, and alii wish hkn destroyed, and 
44 some contrive to do it? Is this man a 
" blessed man?> Is that man prosperous who 
" hath stotetv a jrirfi robe, .and is* in fear to 
«Mwve his. throats o«t fi»>& aid is fiut to 
■ft defend it with ,tbe gi^es^dtffcgty and, 
"the greatest danger? Doe* not he drink 
** more sweetly that titers his Jbey§page in, an 
"earthen Vessel, thaa he that looks and 
" searches' into, his golden chalices for fear erf 
"poison, and looks psle at evqry Ridden 
41 noise, and sleeps in armour, and trusts 
" nobody, and does, net trust Qod for his 
" safety, but does greater wickedness only to 
" escape a while .unpunished for his former 
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"crimes* * ^uro W^ flawf***.' No 
u man goes about to poiaon a pbor m*n*s 
* pitcher, nor lays plots to forage hid Httie 
"garden made for the hospit*! of two bee* 
« hives, and the feasting of a few Pytha- 
*< gorean herb-eaters. 

" a* Irao-if lam tAm» {pitf-v Taurtf, - 
*' 'Ou$' o j*v fF /*aX»^i ti kou ifffciity fxiy "onutp* , 

HeMod, E. xo»H. y. 41. 

w They that admire the happiness of a 
*< prosperous prevailing tyrant, inow not the 
■* felicities that dwell in innocent hearts, and 
" poor cottages and small fortunes/ 



, m 



4 And that the persecuted may at least be 
pitied, and assisted in that of which they are 
capable, he lays down, in the last place, sonie 
Tules by which they may learn to gather 
good from evil, crowns from the cross, glofy 
I from dishonour: that they who suffer for 
Christ, must do nothing against him ; must 
tote indifferent what the instance be, so that 
they may serve God; must notl>e too forward 
to prognosticate evil and death to their 
enemies, but must solace thimselvw in the 

* Serm. io*'p»*7& 
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**tM>f£.irf tfee*div^ by geeoral con- 

atderatioiu and; in particular,; must pray for 
theft that atfe our persecutors ; tfeat they must 
Hat tromblet themselves by thinking haw much 
they, are . afflicted, bttt consider . how . much 
they^maka of it " Look not back upon him 
4i that strikes thee," (says this irresistible 
ocator,) «■ but upward to God that supports 
"thee, and forward to the crown that is set 
u before . thee t and then consider, if the 
" loss of thy estate hath taught thee to de* 
^ spiaa the world ^ whether thy poor .fortune 
" hath made thee^poor in spirit ; and ,i£ thy 
« uneasy prison sets thy soul at liberty, and 
" knocks off the fetters of a worse captivity. 
" For then the rod of sufferings turns into 
<S crowns and .sceptres, wben every suffering 
;"<is a. precept, anjl every change of condi> 
*t tkm pradw&s a*. holy re»lution, and the 
'«* state of sorrows mates the resolution ac- 
" tual and habitual, pernaaneiit and, perse- 
J* vering. . For as the silk-worm eateth itself 
"j out of a seed to become a little wiorm j and 
"& there, feeding on the leaves jof , mulberries, 
'MfegwuOT till its <x»t be off, aadjtfcei* works 
/Hittfelf into ; a house of silk; then casting 
" its pearly seeds for the young to breed, it 
" leaveth its silk for man, and dieth all white 
h 
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" and winged in the shape of a flying ciw 
" ture : go is tiie progress of soub. When 
" they are regenerate by baptism, and have 
« cast off their first stains, and the *k» mf 
m worldly vanities, by feeding on the leaves 
" of Scriptures and the ihiits of the via?, and 
" the joys of the sacraments, they encircle 
" themselves in the rich garments of holy and 
u virtuous habits ; then, by leaving their 
" blood, which is the church's seed, to raise 
" up a new generation to God, they leave a 
4< blessed memory, and fair example, and are 
^ themselves turned into angels, whoee feH- 
" city is to do the will of God, as their em~ 
v ployjnent was in this world to suifen" m 

Next, he prescribes that our suffering be 
borne by a direct choice, not by collateral 
aids, and fantastic assistances; an4 lastly, 
wjien God has brought us into the school of 
Christ, and placed us in a state of suffering, 
he exhorts us to remember the advantages 
of that state. He closes this discwufceby 
reverting to the last worda of the text. ** if 
<f the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall 
" the - wicked and the sin tier > appear ?* H*t 
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^tearves, 'that the word " scarcely* implies 
^ that the righteous is safe, but by intermedial 
< c difficulties : he is safe in the midst of his pei> 
^ secutionfc ; they may disturb his redt, and 
" discbmjkme his fanfcy, but they are like the 
ff fieteyLdiawrt of EKas j- he is ieacircled with 
m <he^otajl>:rare circumstances, and attange 
'o> usagss,, buik Carried up to heaven in a robe 
"/oflflamds. 'i : And jo was Noah safe when the 
*f flood damp ; and was ihe great type, aftiiu*. 
^ktaaeetf**, of the verificartioir of t hi* prop*. 
*' sition^ihQ jwago &W$ and £tw9*ww(x4ft/S$<he 
^ wa^putmlo astrange cdaditiotr, perpetually 
ff; wandering*: sdaNortt up in a prison of, wood, 
^Irving tupovi faith, having ftevfer bcfcdithe fe*. 
torperisnce of being" safe in floods* > And so 
&havtr$Joffam seen young and xmsfcilful peiv 
l^saira wtfing all a little iboaV wdien every 
^little<nrot^; sporting of the 

f*jressel, srtid eVeiyrmotiaffandidahcuigfof the 
" barge, seemed ■ a danger, and nlade thest 
" cling fast upon their fellows ; and yet all 
i^tfe&Tarhiiethey ^reretiaa safe asiif. thejfUate 
v'tttkriW'taA, while a gentle wind ^hak^d 
m the itaires into u refreshment koA a/eatfling 
^ sha)dpr> afrnb the -uiiskilftil, nneipeffiftt^ed 
" Christian shrieks out whenever his vessel 
" shakes, thinkkg iUpkmjs in danger, that 

L 2 
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*vtbe watery pavemeht is not stable and r& 
te Sttfent like a cock ; and yet all his danger 
"is in himself, none at all from without: 
'" for he is indeed moving upon, the waters* 
"but fastened to a rock : Faith is his found*, 
"ation, and hope is his anchor, aud death 
"is his harbour, and Christ is his pilot, and 
*< heaven is his country ; and all the eyils of 
^. his poverty, or affronts of tribunals and evil 
^"judges, of fears and sudden apprehensions, 
>* are but like the loud wind blowing from the 
41 right point, they make a noise* and drive 
" faster to the harbour : and if we do not 
** leave the ship, and leap into the sea; quit 
>♦ the inter est of religion, and run to the 
u securities of the world ; cut our cables, and 
"dissolve our hopes; grow impatient, and 
V : hug a wave, and 4q> in its embraces; we 
" are> as safe at sea, safer in the storm which 
« God sends us, than in a calm when we are 
*« befriended with the world." n 

> The twelfth and thirteenth discourses, in 
'this course are upon " the Mercy of the 
?< divine; Judgments : or* God's method j hi 
V during Sinners/ > The second chapter of, 
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the epistle to the Romans atid feiMi vei^" 
contains the text on which herefct* what ii* 
here delivered. The subject is Open*<t wltlf 
a declaration, that aB dfluxes ivhieh^havd* 
doihe from God, have been nothfitg but eman- 
ations of liis goodness* in variety of circum* 5 
ftitac£& He doetfus^ good!' to make Osgood; 1 
lwnddes us benefits ttf makd usfoappyv< «,.The' 
«i first 1 great instrument that (Stodv dittswtd 1 
^bring ufc to feim;*&says Taylor, >* i^profit* 
M tor benefit* tjrod does this by*iiis forbear 
^anceiikrid by >hfe : ltoglsiiflfe*ihgtf» ^ ■ Thtf 
^rm»^Cii{nes ^the'l^toaindfer^of tHfe Ulfet* 
p&rt ofrthis di&CduAe^ and the second £*&£>& 
appropriated to tfie tetter. H* calfe iupiii 
us to observe how it is that God's mercy 
^Mi'^toei* all fm M*ks; h *$ fi i^e Ahen 
^%ltetf^thi»^:cah be ij dfeeerikd Ji bu^'M» 
^Jat^fe^; e ft*^%hfett * f^Mne^aii bttfetf 
<««fc ifefcel itt tfte'<%* t#Af^f&* th?tfey«rs 
^MaVabalf;w*feiS <^ 7 ang^'^dph^ KijkK 
'^'irik the king, 1 and^fts^iitiy^^at <wM 
'"Hftjite, arid the i diik blew ^ihto the eyefaf 
^them that walked kbroad, afatl tb6 fecfe f of 
""thetieaven w& Uhfefc and $* tfempfe^ yeV 
«*tlfeh the propHtt Wtn&t geAtfe^ mtmrfL 
u began to forgive, and the heavens were more 
♦'beautiful thaw^heff 'the sun puts on the 

*< 3 
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" brightest orn&ments of a bridegroom gsing 
" from hi# chambers of the east? so it i&.in, 
'Vthe <&eonomy of the divine mercy; yfepn* 
'^G0d r makes our facefc black, and the wufcls. 
€ ! blew .^<t r kMjuJ till . thef eordage crackfe m&, 
'f.owg^fotfufissr split* suad our, htotjaefnarfc. 
"dressed with cjrprfiss; j/u*d yew, au4'j*be 
•* mourner* go atxmt tbesteeeft, thi* is nothing; 
" but tibfc pampar mserkmiktt : this, w tfha &k 
«5;ncrpli of t ow: »ns# adtfeseed indeed with 1 
€t emhlema of rtiourniBg; j abd proclaimed vtith 
*#4d aceenfe Of dea*h ; Mt i&e sight J& rew 
''Jfpsbifig* jasr &e b«a«ti9rttof % field wbiek 
^Gadr bftd^ W^ejJ^Ba^ifjthe stfttfufe arej 
v. (fefwltUhk a* *he.twi«tf q£* phy$icirtv7 °: , 

n^.VQ/JM*R ft**" JW ^igrwt^te^^ft 
OmtorrJ^j^e^^^r^F^ thi^aft^ 
«A nes^^ifw T jftft W OT<* ^O^s.latest : wt^jto 
? : s$ve. gq ,; , tjfi&ftth wv, wy left; beyond $ps* 
V ^ttfttp^ji^h, .us, ,wi*h %o^ing ju^gffignt 
^ ^d a.poi^ftant; affip^|o^ ; Iii the tomt^of 
^ Ter^nti^icertajn lamp^ burned underground 
«« man; 3ges, together ; u biit/ as soon as ever 
^tiiey.]^e,bjpught i^to the air, and. s^a 
" $g&?> %fo> , th^y ^^ <?»k never tp, be 
* • >•-.' v.u./ - *- '/ . .Iv:*! .rrr <y ^- . .. . j >> 
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* ro-enltfndled. So long as we are & %k* 
« retirements of sorrow of want*; of fe#av of 
" sickness, or of any sad accident, we are 
<* burning afcd shining lamps i" but when 
« God comes with his iwjgi with hisifoarbear- 
«ance* aad lifts us up from the gates of 
"death, Aid carries us abroad into the opes 
" air* that we converse wi«h .prosperity and 
u temptation, we go out in darkness, and 
^ we cannot be preserved in heat and lights 
« bui by,* still dwelling in the . regions of 
"sorro*#?? p 

We come next to two sermons " on the 
"Growth in Grace;" which arise out of 
the consideration of the second epistle of 
St. Peter, chapter the third, and eighteenth 
verse* " When Christianity, like the - day- 
" spring from the East/ with a new light did 
" not only enlighten the world, but amazed 
" the minds of men, and entertained their 
•* curiosities, and seized upon their warmer 
M and more pregnant affections j it was no 
" wonder that whole nations were converted 
" at a sermon, multitudes were instantly pro- 
*< fessed, and their understandings followed 

p See the first part of the Discburse on the Mercy of the 
Divine Judgments, p. 292. 
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« their a&c&io&s, and their wills &Boired 
« their understandings* and they vere con- 
H vi need, by miracle, and overcome by grace, 
" and passionate with zeal* and widely ' go- 
u verned by 'their- guides, and ravished with 
" the ajincttty of the doctrine, and the;ly> 
* liness of their examples." Thus does lie 
introduce the subject, and having contrasted 
the primitive parity with the ^epravjty of 
more modem tames, lie proceeds to point out 
the remedy in the text. First, -he lays down 
what the state of grace is into which every 
one of us must be entered, that we may ad* 
vance hi it. Sfeeondly, ; the proper parts, 
acts, and offices of this progress : and thirdly, 
the signp, consequences, and proper signifi. 
cations, by which, if we cann6t perceive, the 
progression, yet afterwards we mayfind ^that 
we are advanced,' and' so judge .of the^ftate of 
our duty, and of our final condition of being 
saved. ■ 

"A man cannot, after a state, of sin, be in- 
*' stantly a saint; the work of heaven is not 
"done in a flash of lightning, or a dash of 
*< affectionate rain^ or a few tears of a relent 
" ing pity : God and his church have appoint- 
" ed holy intervals, and have taken portions 
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* of btir #n6 for religion, %hafc \fe may "t># 
** Called iff from thte wortd, and remember* 

* the era* bf our creation, and: do honours 
«« Godj: 2aiid ^tlfe* of beavew witlt hfearty 
H purposes' <)and> 'peretiiptory dbsifens F to get 
** thither;** ** Remembfer that God scfotf ybtf 
« f into $he worid fer^Hgfcm : we are but t* 
" pass through our pleasant fields or our bar* 
w labours, but to lodge a little while -M *kif 
«« fair palaces or our meaner cottars, JAiint© 
** bait in the way at our full table* or fwith! our 
" spare diet: but Men only man ddesJik/prcM 
" per employments, when he prays, 'and tbes 
" charity, and mortifies his unruly appetites; 
" and restrains his violent passiom, andib&> 
"comes like to God, and imitates his /Holy 
m Son* and writes after l the copies of apostles 
*« and saints."* ** It was, observed byi a 
" Spanish confessor, who was also a famous 
«* preacher, that in per soils not very (reli^ous/ 
" the confessions which they made uporththtff 
«« death-bed were the coldest, the most i^gei^ 
"feet, and with less contrition than all that 
•* he had observed them jtp imake^ift <rhbmy 
" years* before, For, so the canes of JEgypty 
^ when they newly arise )firom .their bed of 
- : •.?- ; v,o , • :b-ui!) /r;*. ■ / .!uio*i! ■,; •> 
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« mud and slime of Nilus, start Up into an 
« equal and continual length, a«4 fur* k* 
" terrupttid but with few knots, afld *re Sarong 
« and beauteous, with great distances j^ in-> 
« tervals : but when they «re grow© to their 
«iUU lenfetfr, thfeyvkeaen into the paint of a 
« pyrimia, and multiply tteir knots and josntsj 

* interrupting the fineness and tanoothnese of 
* its body. Sd are the fctclps and declensions 
«« of Mm that doea not grow in grace : at first, 
" when 4ie springs[up from his impurity by t(be 
Mwpterfe erf baptism bndre^entatnce, he grows 
«* straight and strong, and stifiers but few im 
^ terruptions of pietyyaad his constant courses 
u of religion are bnt rarely intermitted, tiii 
^jtfcey ascend up id a full age, )or tdwarda the 
*endgof their life $ then they* »e ( weab> And 
« thdir ^devotions often intermitted, and their 

* breaches > are frequent, , and they seek ; ex- 
*< c&a$, and labour for dispensations, tod love 
" God a$d religion fesa arid leas, till their old 
u ^e, instead of a- drownt of theii- virtue *nd 
^perseverance, ends in levity anft;*raprdfit* 

* 'able courses. light and useless ire the tufted 
" feathers upon the cane, every wind' can play 

* with it and abuse it, but no man can mabe 
u it useful. When, therefore, our piety in- 
« tpnrupte its greater and more .solemn ex. 
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^reeppBAi nil jtpon tbfer^tomiof the! greaterf 
^ioffif?st>»>jd;bigger ^olemtaitaie^ we find tfee*»s 
^ f t^ cojtt^ uppfl)Our spirits like thertyave ofi 
^&;.tfde*^whfeh setired -oiriyibeirau&e it <.i»ft 
^tiatortl)3fcte *&,. and yfctiiamft fidther jspoib 
'fthe aMto»d)iit?<teii*Kt rpHifag; ^ariiqbltrary 
VI ww>C(?6jtfe6BiQn, ; every succeeding . iannmu-^ 
T>nkli 3 iiifv^itf tifliegjf separation &r nwtoeiso^ 
*>4^|B9riand)iirtj9UBe prayer^sisibetter spent an* 
^ii^d^tktat^ leaviag i a greater feliBh 
% upoaitbte spitil^i and posseting greater p6tf* 
'.MaNfetf AM ^Sfeotioitey «h?t reason awdi<Arf 
ttsotewtfitWriwe Uniy :^ve God £ha*kfc^*feh8 
'-bHalil* ^ivenjiteimore grace- to. use that £**$£,* 
tf^dh*Mewngjte endeavour *air ddtyyand 
V ^iWeiaaiiignpon oto ehdcfivouix , -?i > -^ Su 

miSttditt ^jre^ti^ sentint^its. of.T^j^or i^ t3rt 
icrei(ma:>orblthe Growth io Grace* Passages 
equally? intereftiBg dndr^ instructive itfayK btt 
fouod iftihefirw© 8eniU)il6 which follow; WOf 
?f <jta(Krth in Sfli^xMi the seveial S^atteand 
*f JQtogrg&f I afi Sfinneis, with: the manner) bo# 
^^eyritwito^Betreitftd^ .'. * Of some have 
1f Gonapaasien, making a difference: and other* 
*i8*reariA&^r, pttlKng then* out of the fife.* 

.; ; v •) /'0*n;*i'^ " V' m c> t „. . "•'.-. ; ' 
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Upe* these words, chosen ,frbttt the totenfy? 
second and twenty-third versed fcf the epistle' 
by St Jude, he ground* his di^oiiftte* ITie 
subject is introduced by this imphftsive exor- 
dium. "Man hath but one etommdtetb th# 
«* world* but ^thbusainLwaysitoI pa«* frbiA 
t< thence. ^MiAnda*. it isdnthenkteite^os^ it itf 
^in.thefspccitaiafct npthiftgp but the/tmkfli of 
fciaith'apd obedience <3ani secuii^ dtifrregfcrie'- 
Miration, an4 cwrsttiw^irtb* ^wb^abbmig uS 
i^tq ftee;tbe light of ^aven^n bqt lifere <a*e a: 
^ thtoreand passages <?£ tum&g mto fctricmfe^: 
0- AndJte.uLnofc ehough that ©unix)tii$s ar#^- 
«< posgd to somanyxsad infirmities an$ dfcHtf-* 
1^ iK>^rable imperfexrti^ns, unlessHjuhsoufeiafett 
" be a subject vjcapdble of sooipanjhdtsease^ 
" irregular passions, false principles, accursed 
4 f habits ^inddegi 4 ee» of perverscfaen^ that She 
M veiy. kinds of; itbem are reducible to & me* 
«*thod, and make-up the part of a sei&ttfe. 
'n /There arte variety of stages and dfeseefrt* td 
If death; as there aie diversity of tomietfts; 
*f<atid of sad regiofts. of misery ih>hefy which 
*? isihe centre and kingdom of sorrows. Birt 
^ that we may a little refresh thpisadacpses of 
*4bis consideration;; Jfor every 'janfc iofotkeste 
" stages of sin, God hath measured out a 
" proportion of i^ercy y for* « if gin abounds, 
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* grace shaU milch more abound ;' and * Go4 
" hath concluded all Under sin/ not with 
"purpose to destroy us, but \ut omnium 
" rmereahiVi that he migty; have; mercy upon 
" all j that light may, break forth from the 
** deepest inclo&ures of darkness, and mercy 
f* may rejoice upon the recessions of justice, 
"and grace may triumph upon the ruins of 
•* sin, and God may be glojrified in the mi- 
" racles of our conversion,, an$ the wonderp 
" of our preservation, and glories of our. being 
" saved/ 5 e 

s The preacher proceeds to shew who those 
persons are on whom we are to haye com* 
passion. These he divides into four or- 
ders. The first are those that sin without 
observation of their particular state ; either 
because they are uninstructed in the special 
cases of conscience, or because they do aa 
eyil t against whicli there is no express con*- 
mandment : the second are those who , en.- 
^rtain themselves with the; beginnings and 
little entrances of sin : the next, are, those 
^ho are going to destruction, and (as* matr 
tiers £tar>d f ^th _thena) t^ey capnot, or think 

:-<■ .,- ■ ■ :. ( t Serm.i7.p.3i5. ,■; ,',,!; „ L j .. 
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they 'cannot avoid it: and the last tort of 
persons who sin, and yet are to he treated 
according to the direction in the text, $ne> 
those, .who interrupt the course of an honest 
Hfe With single actsof sin. In the next place, 
he adverts to the latter pa*fc<$ the^wordfrhe 
has chosen r ftom Scripture, ijdneerning thosfe 
idioih the ApdMJe should endeavour to save 
with f^ar ;' and after having poirited out the 
several states of such persons, he concludes 
tiie subject; - ''»>•* -" u • •- • '■ 

" He that means to be temperate, and 
**a#bkl the crime and dishonour of being a 
"Mdruftkard, mkst not love to partake of the 
** tongs, ofrtobear a part in the foolish sceries 
** off laughter, which distinct wisdom, and 
a fright her from the company. I have seen 
** the 'little purls of a spring sweat through 
"the bottom of a bank, and intinerate the 
w stubborn pavement, till it hath made it fit 
™ fof the impression of a child's foot ; and it 
**Was despised, like the descending pearls Of 
*< a misty morning, till it had opened its wsfyr, 
w and made a stream large enough to carry 
^aWay the ruhis of the undermined strandi 
" and to invade the neighbouring gardens : 
" but then the despised drops were grown 
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« iftto an artificial river, and an intolerable 
# mischief. So are the first entrances of sin, 
"stopped with the antidotes of an hearty 
'< prayer, and checked into sobriety by the 
44 eye of a reverend man, or the counsels of 
41 a single sermon : but when such beginnings 
" are neglected, and our religion hath not 
" in it so much philosophy as to think stay 
"thing evil as long as we can endure it, they 
a grow up to ulcers, and pestilential evfltf : 
" they destroy the soul by their abode, who 
" at their first entry might have been killed 
" with the pressure of a little finger,"" 

" As the needle of a compass, when it is 
" directed to its beloved star, at the first ad* 
44 dresses waves on either side, and seems in- 
" different in his courtship of the rising or 
" declining sun, and when it seems first de- 
" tennined to the North, stands awhile trem- 
«« bling, : as if it suffered inconvenience in the 
(k first fruition of its desires, and stands not 
«, still in full enjoyment till after first a, great 
"variety of motion,. and then an undisturbed 
"posture: bo is the piety* and so is the 
." conversion of a man, wrodght by degrees 

*ffenp.t£.ptgt$. 
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"and several steps of imperfection t and at 
5* first our choices are wavering, convinced 
^ by the grace of God, and yet not per* 
"suaded; and then persuaded, but not re- 
solved; and then resolved, but deferring 
*< to begin ; and then beginning, but (as all 
"/beginnings are) in weakness and uncer- 
"tairityj and we fly out often into huge 
^indiscretions, and ^long to return to 
"Egypt: and when the storm is quite over, 
" we find little bublings and unevenesses upon 
" the face of the waters ; we often weaken 
" our own purposes by the returns of sin ; 
" and we do not call ourselves conquerors, till 
"by the long possession of virtues it is a 
"strange and unusual, and therefore an 
"uneasy and unpleasant thing, to act a 
"crime.?" 

The two next sermons are upon "the 
" foolish Exchange/ 1 The sixteenth chapter 
of St. Matthew's gospel and twenty-sixth 
verse, supplied the text on which Taylor 
founded his doctrine in theee discourses. In 
the opening of his subject, he contrasts what 
is the natural object of our hope and fear with 
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that which is presented to us under the new 
dispensation ; and then proceeds to the text 
First, he considers the propositions of the 
exchange, the world and a man's soul, sup- 
posing all that is propounded were obtained, 
the whole world. Secondly, what is likely to 
be obtained realty of the world, and what are 
the miseries of a lost soul. And he closes 
the subject with a practical application, and 
considerations of the greatest importance. 

" I consider," says Taylor, " that he that 
u is the greatest possessor iti the world, enjoys 
M its best and most noble parts, and those 
" which are of most excellent perfection, but 
u in common with the inferior persons and 
U€ the most despicable of his kingdom. Caft 
u the greatest prince enclose the sun, and set 
** one little star in his cabinet for his own use? 
"or secure to himself the gentle and benign 
" influences of any one constellation? Are not 
" his subjects 1 fields bedewed with the. same 
" showers that water his gardens of 1 plea- 
"sure? 

' * Nay those things "which he esteems his 
" ornament and the singularity of his posses* 
" sions, are they not of more use to others 

M 
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u than to himself? For suppose his garments 
" splendid and shining, like the robe of a 
" cherub, or the clothing of the fields, all that 
" he that wears them enjoys is, that they keep 
" him warm and clean, and modest ; an4 all 
" this is done . by clean and less pompous 
" vestments ; and the beauty of them, which 
" distinguishes him from others is made to 
" please the eyes of the beholders } and he is 
" like a fair bird," " made wholly to be looked 
" on, that is to be enjoyed by every one 
" but himself: and the fairest face and the 
" sparkling eye cannot perceive or enjoy their 
" own beauties but by reflexion. It is I that 
" am pleased with beholding his gaiety, and 
" the gay man in his greatest bravery is only 
" pleased because I am pleased with the sight; 
" so borrowing his little and imaginary com- 
" placency from the delight that I have, not 
" from any inherency of his, own possession.*** 

" (Suppose a man lord of all the world, yet 
" since every thing is received, not according 
" to its own greatness and worth, but accord- 
" ing to the capacity of the receiver, it signi- 
" fies very little to our content, or to the riches 

w Serm. 18. p.333. , : r ■ 
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€f of our possession. If any man should give 
" to a lion a fair meadow full of hay, or a 
" thousand quince trees ; on should give to 
" the goodly bull, the master and the fairest 
" of the whole herd, a thousand fair stags; if 
" a man should present to a child a ship ladea 
* with Persian carpets, and the ingredients of 
u the rich scarlet ; all these; beiqg dispro* 
" portionate either to the appetite or to the 
" understanding, could add nothing of con* 
" tent, and might declare the freeness of the 
"presenter, but they upbraid the incapacity 
"qf the receiver. And so it does, if .God 
"should give the whple world to any man* 
" He knows not what to do with 1ft ; he can 
" me no more but according to the capacities 
" fcf $ man } he can use nothing but meat; 
" drink, ai>d clothes ; and infinite riches, thai 
" can give him changes of raiment every day 
" and a full table, do but give him a clean 
" trencher ev^ry bit he eats j it sigriififc* no 
€€ more but wantonness* and variety to the 
"same, not to atiy hew purposes. He to 
u whom the k world can be given to any pur- 
" pose greater « than a private estate out 
" minister, must have new capacities created 
" in him: he needs the understanding of. an 
u angel, to tyke the accounts of his estate ; 

M 2 
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" he had need have a stomach like fire or the 
«* grave, for else he can eat no more than one 
« of his healthful subjects ; and unless he 
M hath an eye like the sun, and a motion 
" like that of a thought, and a bulk as big as 

* one of the orbs of heaven, the pleasures of 
u his eye can be no greater than to behold 
•* the beauty of a little prospect from a hill, or 
" to look Upon the heap of gold packed up in 
" a little room, or to doat upon a cabinet of 
w jewels, better than which there is no man 
44 that sees at all but sees every day. For, 
"not to name the beauties and sparkling 
« diamonds of heaven, a man's, or a woman's, 
41 or a hawk's eye is more beauteous, and ex- 

* cellent than all the jewels of his crown. 
<* And when we remember that a beast, who 
« hath quicker senses than a man, yet hath 
" not so great delight in the fruition. of any 

* object, because he wants understanding, 
** and the power to make reflex acts upon his 
"perception \ it will follow, that understand* 
"ing and knowledge is the greatest, instru- 
« ment of pleasure, and he that is most 
ft knowing hath a capacity to become happy, 
•"! which a less-knowing prince or a rich per- 
{'son hath not: and in this only: a man's 
? capacity is* capable of enlargement. But 
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u then, although they only hare power to 
*• relish any pleasure rightly who rightly 
" understand the nature, and degrees, and 
« essences, and aids of things ; yet they that 
" do so, understand also the variety and the 
" unsatisfyingness of the things of this world, 

* so that the relish, which could not be great 
" but in a great understanding, appears con- 
"temptifele, because its variety appears at 
" the same time : the understanding sees all, 
u and sees through it. x 

" Be ye wise as serpents, and harmless as 
w doves." Upon these words he grounds his 
three following discourses, " Of Christian 

* Prudence." He opens the subject by cal- 
ling to our recollection the prophecy of ous 
Saviour, that his servants should n*eet with 
persecution : hence he shews the aeceesHy 
of Christian prudence, which he, divides 
into its parts and proper actions. He 
shews that it is the duty of Christian pru- 
dence to chuse the end of a Christian ; to 
pursue this end with fit means and pro- 
portionable instruments ; that it is its office 
to serve God so that we may at the same time 

x Sera. 18. p. 333. 
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preserve ow* lived and estates, our interest, 
and reputation for ourselves and our relatives, 
so far as they can consist together ; and: so to 
order our aflairs as in our whole conduct, to 
do honour, to the religion We profess ; that it 
is its duty to >be cartful that the teachers of 
rtdigiott^be themselves uno^ectionabte; and 
not to suflfef our souls to walk mdre alone, 
unguarded audunguided than in other actions 
and interests of our lives. These occupy the 
two first parts of his discourse* In the third 
he shews that, as it is a part of Christian 
prudence to take int$'the conduct of our 
toiils a spiritual man for a guide ; so it is also 
of great memdftt that we be prudent in the 
choicfe of him whom we are to trust hi so 
great *& interest « Wtom St. John?" he 
Says* " was to separate fkl»e teachewfrom 
u true, he took no othfefr cotirte bat to>*emark 

* the doctrine which was of God, and that 

* should bis the mark of cognizance to <dfa* 

* tihguish right 5 shepherds from robbers and 
<• invaders: '« ever^ spirit that confesseth 
u «that Jesife Christ is cOtne in the flesh, is 
« < of God } ho that d^rtfethftj is not of God/ ^ 

* By this, h&bicfe bis scholars to avoid the then 
" existing sects of Ebion, Cerinthus, Simon * 
" Magus, and *uch other persons as denied 



Digitized by 



Google 



JKBEMY TAYLOR. t&} 

« tha* Christ was at all before hfecaftfe* or that 
" heicame really in the flesh and proper him 
m manfty« This is a clear ndte, andthdy thai 
" conversed witt St* John or believed his doo 
" trine, were sufficiently instructed in the pte- 
*• -sent questions- - But this note wfll signify 
" rtothmg to us ; for all sects of Christians 
« confess Jesus Christ come itfthe ftesh,* ?uid 
«• the sects that afterwards arose avoided that 
" lock over which a great apostle had hung 
«* oofc so plain a lantern. . : 

* In ti|e iMlowkig age*' of the fchurclr/inten 
1* h*ve been so nice in distinjBfm&iftg 1 iaiiflbe^ 
'* Severs* thatthey hdve'inverited and obiefved 
'f some signs which indeed, in some cases, were 
** true, rettI ; aJ)pendage^of fake teliever^ ; but 
«, yet such were also* brnfcghtfbe, common to 
" theaa w^h good mfen and members of the 
" « catholic [church, *. Someiew I shall remark 
«« an4 giv£t,a short adccWnt^f, that-by removing 
«**he uncertain, w* may fix ^>ur inquiries and 
<* '4irecfcthe«frby <»rt*iilfj»gnMcatioA!J ; ! lest this 
* **t of prudence turn into 'folly; and faction, 
•»■ error and secular design.'* °He then proceeds 
to state the various #s^ 4>y which meri^ Have 
endeavoured to distinguish corrupt opinions 
from genuine, and closes the discourse, by 
m 4 
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cautions in forming our judgment on these 
points : he reminds us that we cannot expect, 
by the signs he has been mentioning, " to be 
" enabled to discover concerning all, mm, 
" whether they teach an error or no j that 
u in discerning of sects we must be careful to 
" distinguish the faults of men , from the 
u evils of their doctrine; and if .we; see a 
" design or ap evil mark upon one doctrtbe, 
" we should divide it from the others <th*fc are . 
" not spotted 7 . Above all thin^" says«tbifr 
wise and prudent disciple, " above all things, 
" those sects of Christians whose proftssed 
" doctrine brings destruction and diminution 
♦'to government, give the m*st injxjfereble 
" scandal and dishonour to the institution; 
" and it had been impossible that Christianity 
" should have prevailed qver the wisdnmran* 
" power of the Greeks and Romarivif r i* had* 
"/not been hnmbte to superiors, patient of 
" injuries, *chari$ah]fe to the needy,, a fjreafc 
"exacter of obedience to kings, even te- 
"Heathens that they might be won and 
" . convinced ; and jto Persecutors that tfeey^ 
"might be sweetened in their anger, op 
«< upbraided for their cruel injustice ^ for so 

( . ; ,|j J Serjn.4?, p. 367* * « * 
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"doth the humble ivy creep. at the foot of 
" the oak, and leans upon its lowest base, and 
" begs shade and protection, and leave to 
" grow under its branches, and to give and 
" take mutual refreshment, and pay a friendly 
" influence for a mighty patronage ; and they 
" grow and dwell together, and are the most 
" remarkable of friends and married pairs of 
" all the leafy nation. Religion of itself is 
" soft, easy, and defenceless, and God hath 
" made it grow up with empires, and lean 
" upon the arms of kings, and it cannot well 
" grow alone ; and if it shall, like the ivy, 
" suck the heart of the oak, upon whose body 
" it grew and was supported, it will be pulled 
" down from its usurped eminence, ami fire 
" and shame shall be its portion/ 



»»I 



Christian simplicity follows the subject of 
Christian prudence in the order of Scripture ; 
and on that Taylor fixes our attention in, his 
two next discourses. These he grounds on 
the. latter part * of the verse, which he hod 
chosen on the former occasion. He begins 
by reminding his hearers of the teacher from 
whom the precept proceeded ; and having 

* Sam. 2i. p. 355 i ,V and termless as doves." 
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defibed the Virtue oontainfed in. it» pnoceeds 
to enlarge upon its several offices, both of a 
public and private nature. 

" Nothing is easier," says tins great mo* 
ralist, " than simplicity and ingenuity : it is 
" open and ready without trouble and artr- 
^ficial dares, fit for communities and the 
« proper virtue of men, the necessary appen- 
t* dage of useful speech, without which Ian- 
i€ guigt vifitel given. to- men agnails and teeth 
*• to lioofi, fdr nothing but to do mischief; it 
14 is a rare instrument of institution, and a 
* certain token of <xmrage, die companion of 
J* goodness and k tioblq mind, tbfe preserved 
« of friendship, the blind of society, the &£- 
" curity of merchants, *nd the blessing of 
" trade > it prevents infinity of quarrels, and 
"appeals to judges, and suffers noaeof the 
I'^vttt of jealousy; Men by simplicity con- 
" veffte' as do the angels ; they do their 
^own work, and secure- their proper inte- 
*« res^ and serve the puMick, and do glory 
» t« Gdi*' * - * : 

The coarse of sermoqs for the summer half 
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year, is cld*ed by ito^" discourses upon ** the 
m Miracles 43^t*w!Dmne Mercy/ 1 He draws 
hisdoctrfiie r lfrott tbefifth « Vdrse df the eighty. 
ax& : 4tabii. •" For :&«&/ Iiord, art good 
«« afld refcldy te> f<#givei and plenteous in 
* mercy tb all 'theiA ^hatr^aH upon thee" 
Hie two ferst pafrt* o£ tihis subject' he sufr. 
divides M6> eleven sections, iA which MS 
points 4*H' In order, severed instances and 
degrees M God^ftierfcy. '- '!# thei third part 
h&p&rsiifes a method le&' regular, telhtig hli 
heated that Sthere are very many orders and 
«»jugatidiris <rf ' mercies i but because * thfc 
nuifibe*s<tff Ihetrt ttatttfaally te»d f to f tl|eir owtt 
greatness, 'that ii, 't& : have iw> taeasure; he 
must reckon-but a few ittore, ahd them -also 
without tfrder': f?>f;tliat*hey do descend ujioft 
us we se6 J Jand feei/ : bdfeby what order 6f 
things 6t ^auses/is as undfistetned' as the 
head df IftftiV ot* a sudden remembrance of 
& long nfegtected attd^forgotWti^propdsition. 

*• The subject was such as to awake all the 
energies of his mind; ^nd all the feiVour of 
his ptety. ! ; How fee ' has expressed ■ himself 
under such impr^ssionfi, .bay in some degree 
be lax^^'by thefee pas^^ 'With which thte 
mifcjtitt OpenflM <"-'^ «i ''^ra ^I;:;J.:- ■; 
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" Man having destroyed that which God 
" delighted in, that is, the beauty of his soul, 
" fell into an evil portion, and beiqg seized 
* upon by the divine justice, grqw: miserable, 
'* and condemned to an incurable sorrow. 
"Adam being banished and undone, went 
" and lived a sad life in the mountains of 
" India, and turned his face and his prayers 
" towards paradise ; thither he sent/his sighs, 
11 to that place he . directed hi$ devotions, 
" there was his heart nqw, where his felicity 
u sometimes had been : but he knew not how 
" to return thither,- for God was his enemy, 
" and by many of his attributes opposed him- 
u sejf against him*" *' In the midst of these 
" sadnesses God remembered his own crea* 
" ture, apd pitied it, and by his mewy rescued 
u him. from the hand of his powder, and the 
" sword of his justice, and the guilt of his 
"punishment, and the disorder of his sin, 
" and placed him in that order of good things 
" where he ought to have stood. It was 
" mercy that preserved the noblest of God's 
u . creatures here below j he who stood con- 
f* demned and undone under all . the other 
?. attributes of God, wa$ only saved and res* 
u cu£d by hift ,mercy ; that it may be evident 
" that God's mercy is above all his workfc 

10 
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« arid above all ours, greater than the crea-t 
" tion, and greater than our sins. As is his 
"majesty, so is his mercy, that is, without 
" measures and without rules ; sitting in hea- 
" ven and filling all the world, calling for a 
" duty that he may give a blessing, making 
" man that he may save him, punishing him 
*« that he may preserve him. And God's 
" justice bowed down to his mercy, and all 
" his power passed into mercy, and his om- 
" niscience converted into care and watch- 
" fulness, into providence and observation for 
" man's avail j and heaven gave its influence 
" for man, and rained showers for our food 
" and drink ; and the attributes and acts of 
" God sate at the foot of mercy, and all that 
" mercy descended upon the head of man : 
" For so the light of the world in the morn- 
" ing of the creation was spread abroad like 
" a curtain, and dwelt no where, but filled 
" the expansum with a dissemination great as 
" the unfoldings of the air's looser garment, 
" or thje wilder fringes of the fire, without 
" knots or order, or combination ; but God 
" gathered the beams in his hand, and united 
" them into a globe of fire, and all the light 
" of the world became the body of the sun j 
" and he lent some to his weaker sister that 
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«• walks in the night, and guides a traveller, 
" and teaches him to distinguish a house from 
H a river, or a ro<?k from a plain field* So is 
" the mercy of God, a yast expansum and a 
"huge ocean; from eternal ages; it dwelt 
M T(mnd about the throne of God, am} it 
" filled aU that infinite distance and space 
41 that hath na measures but the will of Gpd : 
" until God* desiring jtp cofnmmxicate that 
" excellency, and make it relative created 
" angels,, that he might have person capable 
M of huge gifts; and jnaii, who he knew 
" would need forgiveness." c ; 

c Serm.25. p.383. 
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CHAP. VII. 

FROM 1651 TO 1655* 

TAYLOR was still in his retirement at 
Golden Grove, occupied as we have 
learned in ministering to the spiritual and 
temporal comfort of those who had given him 
an asylum ; and gaining, a subsistence by 
tuition ; in which we may reasonably presume 
he was successful. Such genius, learning, and 
piety, could not fail to attract the attention 
of the superior class of society, even in a 
time of public discord ; jmd one instance & 
preserved in the following epitaph, to sanction 
this remark. 

M.S. 

" Griffini Lloyd de Cwmgwilly armigeri, qui 
" honestis parentibus Llanarthneiae natus, literarum 
* tyrocinia posuit sub summis viris Gul. Nicholsono 
u ep. postea Glocestrensi 8c Jer. Tayloro ep. Duno- 
"coronensi, qui grassante Cromwellii tyrannide 
"pueris instituendis victum in hac vicinia queri- 
« tabant," &c &c. 



Digitized by 



Google 



iy6 THS LIFE OF 

Qualified as Taylor was, in a high degree, 
and anxious, as we may reasonably believe 
him to have been, to furnish his pupils with 
the excellences of classical knowledge, we 
may be well convinced he was still more 
careful to lay up in their minds the funda- 
mental principles of Christianity: and ac- 
cordingly we find that, in the very next year 
after he had published his Rule and Exercises 
of Holy Dying, he sent out " a short Cate- 
M chism, composed for the use of the Schools 
** in South Wales,*" conveying his opinion in 
this impressive passage from Hato, " Let this 
" truth be confessed and remain for ever, that 
" they who are well instructed, easily become 
" good men.*" This he afterwards reprinted, 
placing it under the head "Credenda," in 
his " Golden Grove." 

In the same year he consented to the pub- 
lication of " a Discourse of Baptism, its 
" institution, and efficacy upon all Believers j" 
which was only part of a projected work of a 
larger description. The address to the reader 
prefixed to this treatise gives the reason for 

* Printed in Lond. 12° 1652. Brit. Mus. 
j*n*, a%*i49 »ya&o$ yiywntt. Plato de Legibus. 



Digitized by 



Google 



JEREMY TAYLOIU ' Iff 

its appearance before the pubHck in this sepa- 
rate form, and also throws some light upon 
his place of residence at that time, and the 
occupation of his ipind. It states that " this 
portion of his work was not intended by the 
author to have been sent abroad thus by 
itielf, but was fitted to the sir and, mode of 
other discoiirses, wherewith he had designed 
it to be joined. Bui some persons of judg* 
mentv to whose perusal it was committed, sup* 
posing that if this should be kept m till thos^ 
other could be finished/ some disadvantage 
alight arise to the cause which it asserts, 
wished and advised it might be published by 
tttelfi To whose desires the author, (against 
his first design,) condescended, upon this per* 
sCMfefon, that though it appeared thus without 
some formalities and complements requisite to 
an entire treatise, yet, as to the thing itself, 
there was nothing wanting to it which he 
believed material to the question, ox useful to 
the Church. And as for those arguments 
which, in " the Liberty of Prophefcying,* 
section 1 8, are alleged against Paedobaptism; 
*nd in the opinion of some do seem to stand 
in heed of answering, he had it once ift 
thought to comply with this desire : but upoa 
these considerations he forbore* ist, Because 
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those arguments were not good in themselves,* 
or to the question precisely considered : but 
only by relation to the preceding arguments 
there brought for. Paedohaptism, they might 
seem good one against another, but these in 
the plea ftr the Anabaptist^ had no streajijth, 
but what: was accidental (as he conaeivfecL) 
idly, Because in this discourse he had really 
laid such grounds, and proved them* that 
upon their supposition all those axguimepto in 
the " liberty of Pfopheeying,"'$iid pother 
which hs ever hear# qf would fall of thetn* 
selves, jdly, Uecausg those argument, to 
Us serise/ were' so Weak, fcad so relying u£0» 
failing and deceitful principles, that he was 
loath to do them so much reputation, as W 
account theui worthy the answering. 4*Wy* 
But because there might be some necessities 
which he knew noto£. an$. were better, obr 
aefrved by them Yfho lived in the rgid&b>6£ 
them, than by himself, jwhd was thnust inj£ 
a retirement in WaJes, therefore he' account^ 
himself at rest on this particular, becauB^jhg 
had understood that his very worthy friend* 
jDr. H. Hammond, had in his charity and 
jbumility, descended to answer that collection 5 
and Hoped, that both their hands being so 
fast clasped in a mutual complication, would 
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doaotne help gadi ap&titance to this question, 
by which the ark^of thfe church waa to vio* 
lently shaken." ) . » 

To this (discourse was ddded " a Consider 
" tion of the Practice of flie Chfcrch iji bap* 
" tizing Infants of believing parents : and the 
" practice justified/' published , i» the. suc- 
ceeding year*. And these together fiwrm th« 
sixth and seventh discourses > i i« thft Great 
Exemjttjir; for which they were <nrigimlly 
intended. V .. 

After laying down what the rite, of Bap 
tism is, he proceeds to shew what are .the 
benefit arteitig/ from ity and .points icutoth^ 
first fruit to be, admission into Christ's 'Jupg** 
dom-y the next, adoption into the covenant? 
the third, a new birth, by which we, enter 
into the new world, the new creation, the bles- 
sings and spfrituakite df the .kingdom. He 
asserts that, 1« In Baptism fclLour sins .are 
"pardoned.^ and notiiraty this, > but tha* 
"it puts us into a at^te of pardon ifot- the 
" time to come." \ v /. • i , ,/ 

:. -:• . ' . /,. : Mi i .»':. 

f Lib. Trin. Coll. Camb. G. 14. 50. LAnii. by J. Flesher, 
fci K% Royitottj it the Angel im brie Laqe t : itffj^ 
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The next benefit of Baptism, which is also 
a verification of this, he* states, is a sanctifica- 
tion of the baptized person by the Spirit o£ 
Grace : and that to understand this we must 
consider it by its real effects, and what it pro- 
duces upon the soul. 

tst It is suppletory of original righteous^ 
ness, and the effect of the Spirit is "light;" 
or " Illumination." And he descends upon 
us in Baptism, to become the princqUe of a 
new life. But all these intermedial .blessings 
tend to a glorious conclusion ; for he adds, 
" Baptism consigns us to a holy Reslirrection. 
« And lastly, by Baptism we are saved*" : It 

* now reifcains," he continues, u that we en-* 
" quire what concerns our duty, and in what 
M persons, or in what dispositions Baptism 
« produces all these glorious effects ? For, 
« the Sacraments of the Church work in the 
" virtue of Christ, but yet only upon such asr 
« are savants of Christ, and hinder not the 

* work of the Spirit of Grace." Having 
shortly delivered his opinion on this point, he 
thus concludes that part which relates to Bap- 
tism in general. The second part, concerning 
the baptizing of infants of Christian parents, 
is only an application of the principles hem 

9 
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kid down, with some preliminary observa- 
tions. 

To the twenty-seven sermons, which he 
had published in the year one thousand six 
hundred and fifty-one, he added twenty-five 
discourses for the winter season; which 
together form a course of sermons for the 
whole year. These Jie brought out in the 
year one thousand six hundred and fifty- 
three, under the title " Enmnf" and de- 
dicated to the Earl of Carbery, they having 
been first presented to God in the ministeries 
of his lordship's family. The three first 
sermons of this second collection are upon 
the subject of " Christ's Advent to Judg- 
*« ment." The three next upon the " Return 
" of Prayers/ ' Then follow three more upon 
" Godly Fear j" and to these succeed, two 
on « The flesh and the Spirit." The residue 
are upon " Lukewarmness and Zeal," « The 
"House of Feasting/ 9 " Mysteriousness and 
«« Duties of Marriage," " The Fruits of Sin," 
« The Good and Evil Tongue/' "Of Slander 
«« and Flattery," and " The Duties of the 
" Tongue." These discourses were delivered 

* Brit. Mua. Bodl. Lond. by E. Coles, for R. Royston, 
tin. 

N3 
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when the neighbourhood in which be' lived 
was almost destitute of spiritual ministration. 
" It was a blessing," he tells us, " for which 
"his patrort had to thank God, that his 
•« family was like Gideon*s fleece, irriguioud 
"with a dew from Heaven, wbea touch itf 
u the vicinage wa& dry; for he had cause to 
u remember, that Isaac complained of the 
" Philistines, who filled up his wells with 
"stoned and rubbish, and left no beverage 
" foi^ihe flocks, and therefore they could give 
" no milk to them that waited upon the 
" flocks, and the flocks could not be gathered, 
" nor fed, ntfr defended. It was a design of 
"ruin, and had in ijt the greatest hostility^ 
4t and so it had been lately ; 

♦Mndique totis 
Usque ad^ed turbatur agris* EpJ ipse capellas- 
Protinus aeger ago i hanc etiam vix, Tityre, ctuco. 
' - V^rg^EcLiyl.ir- 

but this was not all. He had also to complain 
that " men felt not their greatest evil, and 
" were not' sensible of their danger, nor 
" desirous of that- which they most required. 
" For who would have had in him so little 
"worthy of a man^ as not to have been the 
« more eager for the word of God, and of 
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v holy ofdina&ces, because they were feo hard 
« to be obtained ?" 

Against/this danger in future, pud evil at 
tbe present, as his patron and all, good mec* 
interposed their prayers, ao had he added thie 
little instance of his pare and services : being, 
willing to minister in all offices and varieties 
of employment, th^t? he might by all means 
save some, and confirm others; or at least 
that he himself might be accepted of God in 
Us desire to accomplish so great a purpose* 

These, together -with " A$xi$ ififio^^wo^ a 
supplement of ,ten sermons' preached after 
thfe Restoration j the ^ Divine Institution," 
&c. " of the Office Ministerial/' " Rules and 
" Advice to the Clergy of the Diocese of 
" Down and Connor/* and " Dr. Rust's Ser- 
^mon at Taylor's funeral" were collected 
and published in one volmne folio. 

The fifth edition enlarged* containing the 
subjects already. mentioned, is dated 1678. 

In other writings of this distinguished 
person the? .^tent of learping, the depth of 

• The latet'Seiro. ur divided ihto two parts. 
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research, the warmth of piety, and the acute* 
ness of casuistical discernment are conspicu- 
ous. But it is in this volume that knowledge, 
genius, and eloquence vie with each other for 
superiority. And whilst " grandeur of tntel* 
" lect,*' sublimity of conception and richness 
erf* fancy have any power over the mind, «> 
long will these discourses be considered 
amongst the most valuable treasures of 
English Literature. 

To give a close analysis of eve*y sermon, 
is not the province of the biographer ; but a 
more general description, with some passages 
which characterize his manner, may bring the 
preacher once more mtO'View, and make the 
dead still speak. 

Of the sermons that are published under 
the title " Ev**»to$," the three first are on the 
final Advent. " Virtue and vice are so essen- 
" tially distinguished, and the distinction is 
* so necessary to be observed in order to the 
" well-bteing of men in private and in socie- 
^ ties," says Taylor, " that to divide them in 
" themselves, and to separate them by suffi- 
" cient notices, and to distinguisH them by 
" rewards, hath been designed by all laws ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



MKEUY TAYLOR. 1 8$ 

"which m^ymake outwasd actions regular 
" but . need not affect the inward, and coir- 
" seque&tly maiky sins may pass unnoticed hi 
" the present constitution of the world," 
TJtea, he contends, is an argument for a ge- 
neral judgment. After establishing the trite 
meaning of the text, (which he has choseA 
from the second epistle of St Paul to the 
Corinthians* and tenth verse of the fifth 
chapter), he declares, that the drift of hi* 
discourse is to shew the awfulness of that 
judgment. Into an account of this last, thfe 
most momentous trial, he then enters, describ- 
ing the persons themselves, and the tribunal 
before which they shall be called, with aU 
attendant circumstances. Lastly, he draws 
the attention to the Judge and all his attri- 
butes ; and closes his subject with the final 

sentence. 

. i 

" In that great multitude we shall meet 
" all those, who by their example and their 
" holy precepts, have, like tapers, enkindled 
" with a beam of the Sun of Righteousness 
" enlightened us, and taught us to walk in 
" the paths of justice. There we shall ■ see 
" all those good men whom God sent to 
"preach to us, and recal us from human 
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" follies and inhuman practices: and wfeen 
." we espy the good man, that chid us for out 
" list drunkenness or adulteries, it shall then 
« also be remembered, how we mocked* at 
M counsel j and were civilly modest at reproof, 
" but laughed when the man was gone, and 
" accepted it for a religious compliment, and 
*< took dur leavesy and went and did the same 
* again. But then things shall put on- another 
41 face, and that we srtiiled at here, and alighted 
4t fondly, shall then he the greatest terror in 
" the world ; mfen shall feel that -Ihey once 
"laughed at their own destruction, and re* 
*' jected health, when it was offered by a man 
f* of God upon no other condition, but that 
" they would be Wise, and not be in love witfc 
« death/ " — But " every sinner that repents 
u causes joy to Christy and the joy is so great 
" that it runs over and wets the fair brdws 
" and beauteous locks of cherubim and se- 
$€ raphim, and all the angels have a part of 
f€ that banquet ; then it is that our blessed 
"Lord feels the fruits of his holy death, 
*' the acceptation of his holy sacrifice, the 
" graciousness of his person, the return of 
" his prayer$." f 

f First and second Sermons on Advent, p. 3 and 9. ' 

/ 
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, The three following sermons are grorinded 
upon the thirty-first verse of the ninth chapter 
of St. John's gospel, and are upon the " Re- 
« turn of Prayers :" or, " the Conditions of tf 
"prevailing Prayer." After Some prefiirii* 
nary observations upon the benefit of thm 
duty, and yet the reluctance of man to take 
advantage of the benefit, he considers that 
God does not hear sinners while they continue 
such ; that they are neither fit to ptayOri 
themselves nor other men. That their prayert 
are an abomination to God> and an act of -pro^ 
fanation. That a wicked person, while fr& 
remains in that condition, is not the natural 
Object of pity. And that this great truth is 
further shtewn by the necessary, and fit ap- 
pendages of prayer Required in 1 holy Scripture, 
as abstinence, temperance, charity, and chas- 
tity, 'aind that we need not wonder that meri 
pray so seldom, since .where! these art not 
found} there can be no inclination for so con- 
solatory a service. He then enters upon the 
consideration of the prayers of a good person, 
and the various circumstances which tend to 
hinder them from being acceptable ; ^ arid 
lastly, he' points^- out what* degrees and cir- 
cumstances of piety are required t6 make lis 
fit to be intercessors for others, and to pray 
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for them with probable effect. He shews, 
that no prayers for others can further prevail, 
than to remove the person to the next stage 
in order to felicity ; that as the person must 
be capable for whom we pray, so they that 
pray for others must be persons extraordinary, 
as\ persons of extraordinary piety, office, 
dignity, employment, or designation; that 
on this ground, there is an infinite necessity, 
therefore, that ministers of religion should be 
very holy. And he concludes, by shortly 
considering the signs of the acceptance of 
oar prayers. 

Anger he produces as the first thing that 
hinders prayer from obtaining its effects* 
For " prayer is the peace of the spirit, the 
" stillpess of our thoughts, the evenness of 
" recollection, the seat of meditation, the rest 
" of our cares, and the calm of our tempest $ 
" prayer is the issue of a quiet mind, of un- 
" troubled thoughts, it is the daughter of 
" charity, and the sister of meekness j and he 
" that prays to God with an angiy, that is, 
" with a troubled and discomposed spirit* is 
" like him that retires into a battle to medi- 
" tate, and sets up his closet in the outer 
" quarters of an army, and chuses a frontier 
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u garrison to be wise in. Anger is a perfect 
" alienation of the mind from prayer, and 
'*« therefore is contrary to that attention, 
" which presents our prayers in a right line 

* to God. For so have I seen a lark rising 
*' from his bed of grass, and soaring upwards 
" singing as he rises, and hopes to get to 
" heaven, and climb above the clouds j but 
" the poor bird was beaten back with the 
" loud sighings of an eastern wind, and his 
** motion made irregular and inconstant, de* 
" scending more at every breath of the tern* 
" pest, than it could recover by the libration 
" and frequent weighings of his wings ; till 
u the little creature was forced to sit down 
11 and pant, and stay till the, storm was over, 

* and then it made a prosperous flight, and 
" did rise and sing as if it had learned musick 
" and motion from an angel f , as he, passed 
" sometimes through the air about his mini- 
" steries here below : so is the pfayer of * 
" good man ; when his affairs have required 
u business, and his business was matter of 

: « • "a winged messing erdf hearai 

" When he bestrides the lazy-pacing clouds, 
u And sails upon the btfsom of die air*" - 

Shakespeare, Rom. and Jul* act a..*cV*. 
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"discipline; and his. discipline was to pass 
** uppn a smiting person, or had a, design of 
€i charity, his duty met with infirmities of 
" a man, and anger was its instrument* and 
«« the instrument became stronger than the 
m prime agent, and raised a tempest, and 
" overruled the man ; and then \m prftyer 
** was broken, and his thoughts were troubled, 
" and his words went up towards 2 cloud* 
>< and his thoughts pulled them back again* 
" and made them without intention ; aiid the 
" good man sighs for his infirmity, but must 
u be contend to lose the prayer, and, he must 
** recover it when his anger is removed, and 
*' his spirit is becalmed, made even as the 
" brow of Jesus, and smooth like the heart 
*' of God ; and then it ascends to heaven upon 
w the wings of the holy dove, and dw^Us with 
"God, 'till it returns like the uae&l bee, 
" loaden with a blessing and the dew of 
* heaven/** : 

> The seventh sermon in this collection is " of 
" Godly Fear," in which he grounds his con- 
siderations on part of the twenty-eighth and 



* Second Serm. on the fieturo of Prayers, p. 33. edit. 



Digitized by 



Google 



JEB|JM¥ ttAYI/HU t£l 

twenty-ninth .verses of the, twelfth: chapter of 
St. Paul's epistle to the Hebrews* Having 
entered thoroughly into th« weiring of this 
passage^and the words ," gcafly feir»? he pro* 
ceeds to shew* that it i& always without despair, 
asoooaipafciediby an opinio hooiourable to fiod* 
and is operative, diligent* and. instrumental 
to cautious aad good conduct, Then hereon* 
aiders the ah*ra<JW?s and situations of anan* in 
which iwr ought to operate, and passes x>n 
to <*nva&s;the ; efrtiegs of fear, as it degenerates 
into isujperfltiltieii. . , • 

'•* Fear is the great bridle of intemperance, 
" the modesty of the spirit, and *he restraint 
"of gaieties and dissolutions ; it is the girdle 
"to the soul, and the. handmaid to repent- 
" ance, the arrest of sin, and the euro or 
"antidote to the spirit of reprobation; it 
" preserves, out. upprehensjona c£ the divine 
" majesty, ikrid hinders- our single acftbns from 
" combining to sinful hahitejitijBjt^e inbtfoet of 
" consideration, and the nurse of sober coun- 
"isels* an4i it. puts the, -soul tofewetitatfion 
« tad activity, making ijty t» pass from, trem* 
"bling to caution, from caution to carefuU 
"ness, fiqm carefulness to watchfulness, 
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" from thence to prudence j and by the gates 
V and progresses of repentance, it leads the 
** soul on to love and to felicity, and to joys 
" in God, that shall never cease again. Fear 
t* is the guard of a man in the days of pro* 
<< sperity, and it stands upon the watch-towers, 
*« and spies the Approaching danger, and gives 
" warning to them that laugh load, and feast 

* in the chambers of rejoicing, where a man 
m cannot consider, by reason of the noises of 
*' wine, and jest, and musick ; and if pru- 
" dence takes it by the hand and teads it on 
" to duty, it is ft state of grace, and an uni- 
." venal instrument to infant religion, and the 
« only security of the less perfect persons ; 
" and in all senses is that homage we owe tri 
-" God, who sends often to demand it, everi 
** then when he' speaks in thunder, or smites 

# by* a plague, or awakens us by threatenings, 
M or discomposes our easiness by sad thoughts; 
i^and tender eyes* and fearful hearts, and 
>. trembling considerations/'* 

: With what a masterly hand does he de- 
lineate Pusilknim^ u The illusions of a 

i Sermon on Godly Fear, part j,p.6i. 
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li weakpierty* cir an LBwbilful, confident soul; 
« « fancy to see mountains of difficulty ; but 
" touch them and they seem like clouds 
"riding upon tbe wings of 4be wind, and put 
« € on shapes as we please to dream* He that 
" denies to give alms far Sear xif being poor, 
" or to entertain a disciple fef fear o£ bemg 
" sttspected of the party, or to own a duty for 
<* fear of being put to venture for a crown; 
«*he that takes part of thq ^temperance 
4< because he dares not displease Accompany* 
* « or in any sense fears the {earn of ' the worlds 
" and not the fear of God* this ma* epters 
" into his portion oi few betimes, bjatit will 
V not be finished to eternal ages. To fqar the 
« oeMnres of men, when God is ymir judgt % 
u to fear their evil, when QpA is your de* s 
"Jfeace; w fear 4t*th» when he i* the 
" entrance to life and ielisity, is utiowon* 
u able and pernicious j but if you will turn 
H your passion into ditty* and joy, and *se- 
«* eurity* fear to offend God, to enter voiuri- 

* tarily into temptation, fear the alluring face 

* of lust* and the stttoothr entertainments of 
"intemperance, fear the anger of 43dd, when 
« yon have deserved 4t$ and when you hecvi 
" recovered from the mare, then infinitely fear 
« to return p#o tfeft cpndition, in which who- 

o 
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«* soever dwells js the heir of fear and Eternal 
sorrow. 



4< ~*~~«r »»k 



The tenth and eleventh sermons embrace 
the subject of the two contending principles 
in human, nature, tto body and the spirit* 
Having aaoertained' the . meaniag of these 
terms, as they are exprea$d in the forty-first 
verse of the twenty-sixth chapter of St. 
.Matthew's gospel, pn which he builds his 
(iiacourse ; he divides his matter into four 
heads, concerning the infirmities of <xur na- 
ture;, ite weakness in the introduction of a 
state of grace, its daily pretensions and tempt- 
ations, its excuses and diminution of duty ; 
what remedy there is in the spirit to cure the 
evils of nature ; .and how far the weakness of 
the flesh can consist with the spirit of grace 
in established Christians. • 

. " O t ur natural yreakness appears best in 
" two things, even in the two great ipsftuioei 
ff of tewptatipn, j>lQa£*H^ and pain;, in both 
** whjch ; the fleet i& destroyed* if ijfc bfe mtf? 
" belpq^by a, mighty grac& ,as certainly t aa 
^ the p^nes do bow their headft before ,the 
4< breath of a mighty wind. ,. lV /< 

***.•: r^UtaM^^jrEMty -parts* V*^** 1 ^ " 

o 
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. u But the weakness of the* fieah,- and tb^ 
v< empire of * Desire 9 is visible in nothing so 
" much, as in the captivity aad folly of wisq 
u men. For you shall see some men fit to govern 
" a province, sober in their counsels, wise *§ 
€€ the conduct of their affairs, men <?f disj 
" course and reason, fit to sit with princes* or 
" to; trat concerning peace and was, the.fktf 
" of empires and the chatfges of the world } 
Myet these men shall fall at the beauty of 3, 
" woman, as a man dieg of the blpw of 49 
" angel, or gives up his breath at the sentence 
" and decree of God. Is it not necessary, 
" that we take in auxiliaries from reason and 
" religioq, from heaven and earth, from ob- 
" servation- and experience, from hope and 
" fear, and cease to be what we are, lest we 
" become what we ought not ? It is certain 
" that in the cases q£ temptations to voluptu- 
" ousness, a man is naturally, a» the prophet 
" said of Ephr^im, like a pigeon that hath ne 
" heart, no courage, no conduct, no resolu- 
<c tion, no discourse, but falls as the water of 
"Nihis when it comes tp its cataracts, it faH$ 
f infinitely an4 without restraint/' 1 

The twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth ser r 
o a 
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toons comprehend the subject of "Luke- 
«• warmness and Zeal ; or spiritual Fervour ;" 
fcnd are grounded upon the forty-eighth 
chapter of the Prophecy of Jeremiah and 
tenth verse* After having touched upon the 
subject of Christ's kingdom, both as it wiil be* 
and as it is at present, and shewn that thfr 
religion our Saviour taught was a Spiritual 
religion ; he divides his discourse into three 
main branches : — First he demonstrates that 
God requires us to serve him with an entire 
worship and religion ; next, that this service is 
to be performed with earnest and intense 
affection j the whole purpose of which th6 
preacher represents by several propositions; 
and he concludes, by considering zeal both in 
its due measure, and in its excess. 

'< However it be very easy to have out 
" thoughts wander, yet it is our indiflfer- 
** ency and lukewarmness that makes it s6 
** natural: and you may observe it, that as long 
« as the light shines bright, and the fires of 
" devotion and desires flame out, so long the 
*• mind of man stands close to the. altar, and 
<* waits upon the sacrifice j but as the fires die 
** and desires decay, so the mind steals away 
" and walks abroad to see the little images 
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*<rf beauty and pleasure, which it beholds 
w in the falling stars and little glow-worms of 
*' the world* The river that runs slow and 
** creeps by the banks, and begs leave of every 
" turf to let it pass, is drawn into little hol- 
" lawnesses, and spends itself in small por- 
tions, and dies with diversion ; but when it 
"runs with vigorousn^ss and a full stream, 
" and breaks down every obstacle, making it 
"£ve& to its own brow,, it stfcys not to be 

* tempted with little avocations, and to cgeep 
" into holes, but runs into the se^ through 
"fall and useful channels; so is a man's 
u prayer, if it move upon the feet of an 
" abated appetite, it wanders into the society 

* of every trifling accident, and stays at the 
u confers of the fancy, and talks with every 
« object it meets, and cannot arrive at ljuea* 
** ven j but when it is carried upoe the.wipgt 
"of passion .and strong desires, a swift mo* 
" tion and a hungry appetite, it passes on 
"through all the intermedial region of 
1* clouds, and stayB not till it dwells at the 
" foot of thi throne, where mercy site, and 
* thence sends holy showers of refreshment. 
"I deny not but some little drops will tum 
u aside, and fall from the full channel by the 
" weajmw of the banks, and hoUowness of a 

03 
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" the passage ; but the main course is stiM 
" continued : and althougth the most earnest 
" and devout persons feel and complain of 
" som^ looseness of spirit, and unfixed atten- 
« tions, yet their love and theifr desire secure 
" the main portions, and make the prayer td 
" be strotegi fervent arid effectual."* 
. • I. :i • L- .. - " . ' 

" To thakfervour and zeal which is neoes- 
*« sarya»d a duty, it is required that we be 
" constirit and persevering. ' EstoJideUs ad 
" ^lortemf* ^aid the Spirit of God to the angel 
***of €hef*church of Smyrna. 'Be faithful unto 
«* death, -and I Mrill giv^ thee acrowpof life. 9 
** Itor h*f ; that is warm to day and IccM, to* 
" in of row, zealous m his religion and weary 

* 4ff*iifr £racttefcfe, fierce in the beginning, and 
*f 6la(^ amd^as^ in hie progress, hath m|t yet 
»* Avetl ^HbiKiS^at side he will be ttf j he sees 
«<¥iol rW&cm enough for religion, arid he hath 
***i#t cqntfdencef enough for its^contiaryi 
**and therefore he is * duplicu mimij r ds 

* St: Janies ealia hifti, of doobtfiii mind- Vdt 
ktffeligion is: worth as. much i to da^i asi yeetel*- 
A- fey, and that cannot chan^ertiwigh we da \ 
'" tetiidifwe d(S We have left God, and wiithet 

* *> vd j •<•. . , . :••. *.!:• t {i f , '.'■' •' 

* S&m. Lukewarmnees and-Zfcal, Seft*. 13* p.94* 
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*itoe.«wr gd that goes ftwn Gwfc Iris ow» 
u sorrow* will . toofiu enough instruct . htm« 
f ^ TJii^^murtnesrengo out, but it mualwbe 
"life*, the fire of heanteo, fonmrtrshme like 
* the jstarg, though sometimes cornered with a 
^clw»4 orobeewed by a grtater light; yiet; 
V they 4well fed ever ii* their orbs, and walk 
"in .their circles; and observe their circunu 
." stances, but 90 jw>t out by day man night, 
f**tod set not wl^en kings dw^rrar.kre ei^ 
*« iiaguished whan natiooa shrfoge their go- 
'f'vtnuiaeats. So must the zeal «ira Chxistiflffi 
^:be, a cpnstaut incentive of hk duty, artd 
^tfcjimgh sometktes- his hand is drawn hack 
^ by;Violtoc&>jbr Mfiaed, and his jwadyaau short- 
*taW'<^tlieji«^^ add 

*ft*oa»a parts, o s Mttt d bf inftettsties* andjuSt 
^ Gtwafjianoes, yiet sti&tfc^ne frfcepb alive! ; 
^tbwwfiife wlJOft the iigtt ,b«^aii^t 
f^lfotth, and ist eternal te- the 01b of.firfe, or 
^'ito embers ^ithedtorf 

vi ThediseoucMoiftiri 1 the Hotiaerf Feasting: 
fto^, the Epicra^s ^eaiutee^V 'is- divided 
into two parti, awl is dcanraJhan the ccm^i- 
jfea^km of ttafitetothehsptet: of thfc first 

» « ■ * Ssm. Ltfte frarmness an* Zba), p.$7« 
o 4 
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tpbtle to Ae Oriatfakor and tttrtytftMStfeff 
van*, f* Lot us eat and drink, fbr <a*¥B0rr&tf 
" v» die. 19 « This was the epicure** pno\*erb; 
"begun upon a weak mistake, started by 
« chance from th* diicourae* ef dririk, &ntf 
44 thought witty by the undbwnteg company J 
«• a»d it. prevailed infinitely, because it struck 
" their fimcy luckily, *nd maintained the 
"roerryweetSngj bat, as it happens cdtoi- 
^merfy to si|«h discourse, so thi« also, wfcert 
" it cerates^) be examined by the eonsuto«ioiiS 
**i*f the mariwng, and the aotar inum'< 6f 
^ day, it seems the mast witless and ih6 
f*moft uire*«6nable in tbe w**id. Wltcfft 
-" S^MOa donates the jpate diet of Epicittte 
Mwi4 MifaklMiufr he uswtbft euprmfod \ 
«*t6c*atiom*m*jdime^ stptaiffi 

?<*d axpiteis stippStiumy mn tm* ongustc, 
"qtdoamk^e^ pterin* #4te $jfmk kttps 
n*toHt&* fchle^irai Tie that is *• J&H khfe 
" crimi*fat t^moftov >*ianiiii$'gkfaft- biifc'b, 
" better supper overnight By this he in- 
:« tended to aepfasenfc tasoiwal to bfc very 
[".abort : For ^a dying per^ams Iwve btit Jittfte 
.Hatocwihrtoftasth^h * io Aey ttatt m^a« tto 
^fcutittefcr thd^wiH thtmfcfoa VdfoftXpNSfc 
" to please it with delicacies, which after the 
" first, alteratipa must fee pflWftd upon the 
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<*gNHta& w*d lefchad apeb aa the wwat pa* 
« of Abe accursed fchiag* And tfaftre is ebo 
•« the safbe proportion of unreasonableness, 
" that beeeus* men shall " die to-morrow," 
*« and by the sentence and alterable deciee 
" of God, they are now descending to their 
"gmves* that therefore they should frit de- 
ft stray their reeeoa, and then force doll tHaat 

* to. run faster, that they mey die settish as 
f< beasts, end speedily aa. a ftyz but they 

* thought there was no life after this; or if 
" these wee** it was without pleasure, arid 
" every soul thrust into a hole, and a dorter 
*'Jti£* vpartsfeikgth allowed far hi* icpt, and 
<** fiur his watt; j and in the/ shedte below tip 
M numbering of healths by the niimetkai . let. 
. 4 «te»ef° Pfaaenkmi'3 m»e, too At not- 
^ lata, no oysters of Lucnaos, aftt/tLedbhin 
j*.'as CUan wines. 1$* «w»fc 44fUrarp«ie» 
"frfg*** r*urfo Tisceefom new enjoy 
" the delicacies of nature, and feel the de- 
i* soendjng. wnees' distilling through thfe lim- 
" beoLof *hy tongue and larynx* mad suck 
<« the dettcmis juke of fishes^ tfceaaaroowof 

* the. laborious oa, and the tester laid of 

* Apufan sroae* eadthe coodited heHtes »f 

* Hatha, Li*, i. cp. 71. 
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"thescarus; but low no time, for the sutt 
i« drives hard, and the shadow is«long, and 
u the days of mourning are at fcand, but the 
" number of the day* of darkness and the 
♦* grave cannot be foicL 

f* Thkis they thought they discoursed wise* 
«* ly, and their wisdom was turned into folly J 
** for all their acts ' of providence, and witty 
* securities of pleasure were . nothing, but 
*' unmanly prologues to death, fear, and 
" folly, sensuality and beastly pleasures." > 

■*.•.!*•■■ ; . • 

He proceeds td shew* that plenty aad the 
pletwusc* of the wirid arb no: proper imfrt*- 
^rte of felicity ; tMt intemperance is a cer- 
tain enemy: to it 5 1 making fife unpleasant* add 
'death troublesome end intolerable ;* ajidihe 
.doses tbfcUulgaat by laying down, the rules 
and measures of temperance.. \ ■ -> 

-*.••*« Iltnen didbiyt know/' he sajys, "what 
> felicity dwells! ib the cottage of a virtuous 
« poor man> .how sound he sleeps, how quirt 
" his breast, how composed his . mind, how 
* free fix>mcbre,)hotyteasy his provision, how 
" healthful his morning, how sober his night, 
« how moist his mouth, how Joyful his heart, 
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^thay wouM never admire the noifces, and 
1:1 the diseases, the throng of passions, and 
** the violence of unnatural appetites, that 
* fill the houses of the luxurious, and thfe 
a heart of the ambitious." " The private 
« life, that which is freest from tumult and 
u vanity, noise and luxury, business and am- 
" bition, nearest to nature, and a just entef- 
u tainment to our necessities j that life is 
€€ nearest to felicity.*' 

Then he divides his subject into other 
heads, and shews that intemperance is an 
enemy to health. A constant full table has 
in it less pleasure than the temperate provi- 
sions of the labourer or the virtuous ; that 
intemperance is an impure fountain of vice; 
the destruction of wisdom ; and a dishonour to 
"the person &nd nature of the man. 

" Health is the opportunity of wisdom, the 
" fairest scene of religion, the advantages of 

* " the glorifications of God, the charitable 
" ministeries to men ; it is a state of joy and 
" thanksgiving, and in every of its periods 

' " feels a pleasure from the blessed emanations 
" of a merciful Providence. The world does 
" not minister, does not feel a greater plea* 
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« sure than to be newly delivered from the 
" racks of the gratings of the stone ; and no 
« organs, no harp, no lute can sound out the 
4$ praises of the Almighty Father sq sprite- 
" fully, as the man that rises from his bed of 
" sorrows,* and considers what an excellent 
. " difference he feels from the groans and in- 
* tolerable accents of yesterday.' 



MP 



u By faring deliciously every day men be- 
" come senseless of the evils of mankind, 
" inapprehensive of the troubles of their 
u brethren, unconcerned in the changes of 
" the world, and the cries of the poor, the 
" hunger of the fatherless, and the thirst, of 
" widows. 1 

" What wisdom can be expected from 
u them, whose soul dwells in clouds of meat, 
" and floats up and down in wine, like the 
" spilled cups which fell from their hands, 
** when they could lift them to their heads no 
" longer? It is a perfect shipwreck of a man, 
*' the pilot is drunk, and the helm dashed in 
** pieces, and the ship first reels, and by sw^I- 
u lowing too much h itself swallowed up at 
" last. And therefore the Navis Agrigentii}^ 
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« the madness of the young fellows of Agri- 

* gentum, who being drunk, fancied them- 
« selves in a storm, and the house, the ship, 
*" was more than the wild fancy of their cups, 

* it was *eally so, they were all cast away 9 
a they were broken in pieces by the foul dis- 
u order of the storm. The senses languish, 
" the spark of divinity that dwells within is 
" quenched , and the mind snorts, dead with 

* deep and fatness."' 

" Though no man think himself fit to be 

"despised, yet he is willing to make himself 

«*a beast, a sot, and a ridiculous monkey, 

u with the follies and vapours of wine ; and 

" when he is high in drink or fancy, proud as 

u a Grecian orator in the midst of his popular 

" noises , at the same time he shall talk such 

u dirty language, such mean, low things, as 

M may well become a changeling or a fool, for 

* whom the stocks are prepared by the laws. 

u Every drunkard clothes his head with a 

" mighty scorn , and makes himself lower at 

"that time than the meanest of his servants; 

t$ the boys can laugh at him when he is le£ 

•* by like a cripple, directed like a blind mUn, 

" and speaks like an infant, imperfect noises, 
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" lisping with a full and spongy tongue, and 
" an empty head, and a vain foolish heart ; so 
u cheaply does he part with his honour for 
" drink or loads of meat ; for which honour 
" he is ready to die, rather than hear it to be 
" disparaged by another ; when himself da- 
" stroys it, as bubbles perish with the breath 
« of children. ,,s 

Numerous as the passages are which attract 
attention in the sermons on the House of 
Feasting, they are surpassed by the strength 
and beauty of those which discover themselves 
throughout the two following discourses — 
On " The Marriage Ring : or. the Mysteri- 
** ousness and Duties of Marriage." 

After stating that marriage was of divine 
constitution, and hallowed by a blessing; he 
contrasts it with celibacy- " Here," he says, 
** is the proper scene of piety and patience, 
" of the duty of parents and chanty of rela- 
" tives ; here kindness is spread abroad, and 
* c love is united and made firm as a centre : 
M marriage is the nursery of heaven ; the vir- 
" gin sends prayers to God, but she carries 

• P. 1 20. Sena. House of Feasting. 
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* but one soul to him ; but the state of mar- 
" riage fits up the numbers of thfe etebt, and 

* hath fn it the labour of love, and thedelk 
u caries «f> friendship, the Messing of society* 
" and the union of hands and hearts ; it hath 
^ in it less of foeauty, but lAote <fi safety than 
u the single life; it hath snore care; brut less 
" danger; it is more merry, and more sad; 

* is fuller of sorrows, and ftdler o/joys; it lies 
** under more burdens, but is supported by *11 
" the strength of love and charity, and those 
;* burdens ace delightful* Marriage is theirao- 
" ther of the world, and preserves kingdoms, 
** and fills cities and churches, and heaven it- 

* self. Celibacy, like the fly in the heart of 
" dii apple, dwells in perpetual sw^etftess, but 
u sits alone, arid is confined and dies in sin- 
u gularity ; but marriage, like tlie r useful 
H bee, builds 1 a house and gathers sweetness 
4% from every flower, arid l&botirs'and unites 
u into sodeties and repiifelidks, v and series but 
*« colonies,* 4nd feeds tfee World wftli ^elita- 
** des; and obeys th6ir king, tfntf keeps 6&er, 
** and excises 'niatoy vfrtties, 1 an& promotes 
" the interest of mankind, and is that state 
u of good^ngs to wljuplk .Ccod h?th designed 
w ii|t |>festot qiJajtitution of the world." 

9 
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Ike preacher tbed b^s down the duty as if 
generally relates to man and wife. The duty* 
and power of the man ; and the rights and 
p rivi le g es, aad the duty of the woman, 

« They that enter into the state of max* 
« riage, cast a dye of the greatest contin- 
V gency, and yet ef the greatest interest in 
"the world, next to the last thww for 
« eternity, 

« % H /4*W Ayyft^ feff** • A*ook, A /S^wm.*" 9, K. 173^ 

" life or death, felicity or a lasting sorrow, 
u are in the power of marriage. A woman, 
" indeed, ventures most, for she bath no sane* 
" tuary to retire to from an evil husband ; 
" she must dwell upon her sorrow ;" and " she 
" is more under it, because her tormentor 
« hath a warrant of prerogative, and the 
" woman may complain to God as subjects 
" do of tyrant prince* but otherwise she hath 

no appeal in the causes of unkindness. And 
1 though the man can juairom mmy bourn 

€ u Each tingle Greek* in this conclusive strife, 
« Standi on the sharpest edge of death of^Mfe;* 

toft's Xr$aA.v±t*fl 
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" of &is * sadness, yet he must return to it 
"again/ and when he sits among his neigh- 
" bouts> : he remembers the objection that lies 
< ( in his bo$om, and he sighs -ckeply, ■>■■•■- 

<> fhe bop and the pedlars, aad the fruit- 
"er&v shall tell of this man, **hen he>is 
^carried to his grave, that he lived and died 
«*;* poor wretched, persons Hie stags in the 
** Greek epigram, whose knees were clogged 
^witb frozen snow; upon the mountains, 
" came down to the brooks -of the valleys, 
** % Xripai m*goi$ out tfjutrw *mm> yin\ hoping to thaw 
Vrtiteir joints with thd waters of the stream ; 

* tout there the frost overtook them, andt>ound 
"them fast hi ice, till the young herdsmen 
•s took theni in their stronger snare. It is the 
" unhappy chance of many men, finding many 

* inconveniences upon the mountains of single 
" life, they descend into the valleys of mar- 
1 riage to refresh their troubles, and there 
'« they enter into fetters, and are bound to 
"sorrow by the cords of a man's or woman's 
" peevishness/* "Every little thing can 
" Wast an infant blossom j and the breath of 
" the south pan shake the little rings of the 

u " xX*wm »wi$o»y vapours Vxv y6w" Brunck's Analecta, 
torn; 2* p. 135. ep. 15* 
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u viae, when first they begin to burl lite the 
<( locks of a new- weaned boy ; but when by 
u age and consolidation they stiffen, into the 
" hardness of a stem, and have* by the toarm 
" embraces of the sun, and the kisses of hea- 
u ven, btotaght forth their clusters, they can 
" endure tike storms of the north, and the 
« Joud noises of a tempest, and yet never be 
w broken ; so are the early unions of an un- 
u fixed marriage ; . watchful and observant, 
"jealous and busy, inquisitive and careful, 
" and apt to take alarm at every unkind word; 
" For infirmities do not manifest themselves 
« in the first scenes, but in the succession of 
^a long society; and it is not chance or 
u weakness, when it appears at first, but it k 
" want of. love or prudence, or it will be so 
« expounded^ and that which appears ill at 
* first usually affrights the unexperienced 
'.* man or woman, who makes unequal con^ 
" jectures, and fancies mighty sorrows by the 
" proportions of the new and early unkind* 
" aess. It is a very great passion, or a huge 
" folly, or a certain want of lore* that caaao* 
" preserve the colours and beauties of kind" 
? ness, so long as publick honesty requires, » 
" man to wear their sorrows for the death 
" of a friend/' " The little, boy in th^ 
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99 Greek epigram, that was creeping down 4 
" precipice, was invited to his safety by the 
fi sight of his mother's pap, when nothing else 
u could entice hiin to return': and the bond 
" of common children, and the sight of her 
" that nurses what is most dear to him, and 
u the endearments of each other in the course 
H 6f a long society, and the same relation is 
" an excellent security to redintegrate and to 
*' call that love back which foBy and trifling 
14 accidents would disturb. 

* . . . . Ttftraeritwn ingens irabentibt*s hastet 
" Quae nequeunt parere, & partu retmere maritos." * 

" Wh6A it comes tfms far, it is hard un- 
" twisting the knot.'' " There is nothing can 
" please & mati withdut'lbve j and if a man be 
" weary of the wise discourses of the apostles, 
" and of the innocency of an even and pri- 
** Vate fortune, or hates peace, or a fruitful 
" year, he hath reaped thorns and thistles 
" from the choicest flowers of paradise ; for 
* ftothirig can sweeten felicity itself but love. 
" Btit fah6n a man dwells in love, then the 
u ^ye$ of his wife are fair as the light of hea- 

- &m ; ^ v # Tofmenfutti ingens nubehtibuS hrtefr 
<* Qpod: rieq^frntparere, et pfurte retincye wiwitQ*;" 

Juvenal, ii. 137. 
P 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



%\% THE LIFE OF 

" ven, and he can lay his sorrows down upon 
" her lap, and can retire home as to his sanc- 
" tuary and refectory, and his gardens of 
" sweetness and chaste refreshments. No 
" man can tell but he that loves his children, 
" how many delicious accents make a man's 
" heart dance in the pretty conversation of 
" those dear pledges ; their childishness, their 
" stammering, their little angers, their inno- 
" cence, their imperfections, their necessities 
" are so many little emanations of joy and 
" comfort to him that delights in their per- 
" sons and society j but he that loves not his 
" wife and children, feeds a lioness at home, 
" and broods a nest Qf sorrows ; and blessing 
" itself cannot make him happy ; so that all 
" the commandments of God enjoining a man 
" to love his wife, are nothing but so many 
" necessities and capacities of joy/' " She 
" that is loved is safe, and he that loves is 
"joyful." 

Such are the sentiments with which Taylor 
impressed the inhabitants of Golden Grove ^ 
where the happiness of conjugal life was ex- 
emplified in the family of his patron, and of 
himself* His tenderness as a parent yriB be 
shewn in a subsequent part of hk lift, \¥hen 
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it had to undergo a trial as unexpected as ii 
was severe. 

The three sermons following those on mar- 
riage are upon " The Fruits of Sin," *which 
he builds upon the twenty-first verse of the 
sixth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans. 
He considers chiefly, what is the sum of sin- 
ful pleasure j what fruit it leaves behind by 
its natural efficacy; and what are its conse- 
quents by its demerits, and the infliction of 
the superadded wrath of God, which it hath 
deserved. These sermons are as full of clas- 
sical allusion as the rest of the collection, and 
set the subject strongly before the mind ; but 
they do not contain such striking marks of the 
style of Taylor as to require extraction. 

The course of sermons for the winter half- 
year is closed by four discourses on the go- 
vernment of conversation — The two first 
" On the Gb6(f and Evil Tongue." The 
next "Of 'Slander and Flattery," and the 
fourth oh "The Duties of the Tongue." 
The fourth chapter of the Epistle to the 
Ephesians and twenty-ninth verse, is the text 
from which he draws his doctrine. Having 
made general observations on the subject, he 

* 3 
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enters into consideration of the vices of con* 
versation. First, by talking too much — 
as foolishly, with scurrility, in revealing 
secrets, common swearing and contentious 
wrangling f as well as by slander and flat- 
tery. Next he points out the virtues of 
conversation, exemplified by instruction, com* 
fort and reproof. 

* • +j> 

Mqn most needs comfort, " and he feels his 
" brother's wants by his own experience, and 
« God hath given us speech, and the endear* 
" jnents of society, and pleasantness of con- 
v versation, and powers of seasonable dis- 
" course, arguments to allay the sorrow, by 
" abating our apprehensions, and taking out 
" the sting, or telling the periods of comfort, 
" or exciting hope, or urging a precept, and 
" reconciling our affections, and reciting pro- 
" mises, or telling stories of the divine mejrcy, 
" or changing it into duty, or making the 
" burden less by comparing it with a greater, 
" or by proving it to be less than we deserve, 
«. and that it is so intended, and may become 
" the instrument of virtue. And certain it 
" is, th$t as nothing can better do it, so there 
" is nothing greater for which God made our 
" tongues, nejtf; tQ reciting his praises, than 
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f* to minister comfort to & wdary 4<raL' ; And 
" 'what gneafaer measure <raBt* We Have, than 
<«?ithat we should bring jpy. t&. mr brother, 
M;who with his .dreary eyesJlookfr to heaven 
^wd rour^d about, and caftnbt fiud so much 
"rftsteis to. lay Ms eye-lids ;dobe tqgdiber, 
, 4 f titan ithat: thy tongue should be tuned wit* 
" heawhly.accetats, and ma&e^ the weary soul 
5* to Aistenn for light and ease, and, when .he 
".perceives 1 that there is such a thing in the 
f*/m>rl4» arid in the order ofihin&e, as com* 
•5:j(&#j^;^ the 

"prison of his sorrows at the do^rctf sighs 
" and tears, and by little and little melt into 
?« showers and refreshment ?, . This is gl$ry to 
"thyL voice, and fiflaployp^Ht fit: ; for the 
V brightest apgel. rfBut poj hme^l^n t^ie 
"sui| triss the frozen, e^rth^whi^waftb^ttpd 
" up with thft haaagqs of daath, and r $be ^oldep 
<* breath of the nprth j. a»4 Vth^n the waters 
« breaJs;from their, ^in^cpures* >aaa4. melt with 
"joy, and run in useful channels $ and the 
" flies do rise again from their little graves in 
" walls, and dance awhile ip t the air, to tell 
" that their joy is within, a?f& that the great 
" mother of creatures will ppeu the stock of 
" her new refreshment, become useful to 
* 4 
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44 mankind, and ring praises to her 1 redeemer: 
"so is * the heart of a sorrowful mart under 
<4 the discourses of a wise comforter ; he 
"breaks from the despairs of the grave, and 
" the fetters and chains of sorrow ; he blesses 
" God* and he blesses thee, and he feels 
" his life returning ; for to be miserable is 
" death, but nothing is life but to be^com- 
" forted ; and God is pleased with no musick 
"from below so much as in theUhanksgrripg 
"songs of relieved widows, of supported 
" orphans, of rejoicing; and comforted^ i<ahd 
" thankfu^persons. !"<>■ > * » ''»<' \* 

< " It is a fearful thing to See a man despair- 
" ing« No on6 ktiows the borrow and tlte in- 
" tolerable anguish but themselves, and they 
" that Ate damfoed ; and 1 so are all the loads 
" of a wbimded spirit, when the staff of a 
" man's broken fortune' bows his head to thfe 
" ground, and sinks like an ozieir Under th$ 
" violence of a mighty tempest.*** 

Such is the fluency, feeling, and eloquence, 
which distinguish thfe style of Taylor in his 
sermons, a style for which he merits the 
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higher honour when contrasted with, the 
^pedantic degeneracy 'of the pulpit in the 
preceding age. * 

Stitl engagedin the cause of truth, he pub- 
lished in the year 1654— "The Real Presence 
" and Spiritual of Christ in the blessed sacr*. 
" ment proved against the doctrineof Traraub- 
*< stantiation.* " This treatise be dedicated to 
a benevolent prelate, Dr. Warner, Bishop of 
Rodh&sfcer a ; with whom, it will be found, he 
afterwards engaged in controversy. 

From the prefatory address it appears that 
it had its origin in a' dispute in which he 
was accidentstUy engaged, against his resolu- 
tion and teal disposition, with a person of the 
Romish party; who appeared 1 to rejoice that 
the church of England, as he thought,* was 
destroyed. 

" *Xond. 1654. 

• John Warner, Bishop of Rochester, was chaplain to king 
Charles the First, and raised to the mitre in 1637. He wa$ 
educated at Magdafen fyfL Oxon, of which he was a 
Fellow, His knowledge of school divinity and of the fa- 
thers of the church was extensive. He died 14th October 
1666, aged 86. See Athen. Oxon. p. 250. voL 2. There 
»a copy of M IheJtealPrewioe,&c. w In the Brit. Bftia* 
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" Tiwmgh this question," he says, " bath so 
" often been disputed, and some things so 
" often said, yet I was willing to bring it 
" once more upon the stage, hoping to add 
u some clearness to it, by fitting it with a 
*< good iristrument, and clear conveyance and 
" representrhent, by saying some things ne*% 
**aiid very many which are mt generally 
** known, and. less generally noted; and I 
•'thought there was a present necessity of it, 
4 > because the emissaries of the church of 
" Rome are busy now to disturb the peace of 
" consciences by troubling the persecuted, 
V and ejecting scruples into the unfortunate, 
m who suspect every thing, and being weary 
f« of all, are most ready to change for the 
* present. They have got a trick to ask, 
*' where is our church now ? what is be- 
"oome of your articles of your religion ?, We 
" cannot answer them, as they can be an- 
" swered ; for nothing satisfies them, but 
" being prosperous, and that we cannot pre- 
" tend to, but upon the accounts of the 
** cross j and so we may indeed ' rejoice 
« and be exceeding glad,' because we hope 
€i that * great is our reward in heaven.' • But 
f ( although they are pleased to use an argu- 
"ment that like Jonas' gourd or sparagus is 
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h in season only at spme times* yet we; 
" according to the nature of troth, inquire 
" after, the truth of x$gion v Upon the account 
" of proper and theological objections. Our 
" church may be a beloved church and dear 
" $o Qod though she be* persecuted, when 
" theirs is in ap evil condition, by obtrud- 
" ing upon the Christian world articles of 
" religion, against all that which ought to be 
" the instruments of credibility and persua* 
" sion, by distorting and abusing the Sacra- 
" ments, by making error to be an art, and 
" that a m*m must be witty to make him* 
« self capable of being abused, by out-facing 
"all sense and reason, by condemning their 
" brethren for not making their understand* 
" ing servile and sottish, by burning theint 
" they can get, and cursing them that they 
" cannot get, by doing so much violence to 
" their own reasons, and forcing themselves 
" to believe that no man ever spake against 
" their new device, by making a prodigious 
" error to be necessary to salvation, as if they 
" were lords of the feith of Christendom. ' 

" But these men are grown to that strange 
"triumphal gaiety, upon their joy that the 
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« church of England as they think, is de- 
" strayed* *thit they tread upon her grave 
« which themselves have digged for her who 
'♦lives and pities them/* 

. Having stated to his friend, the bishop, his 
motives for entering upon the question, he 
goes into : its merits ; and shews Transub- 
stantiatkm not to be warrantable by Scripture. 
He considers the sixth chapter of St. John's 
Gospel, which contains the words on which 
the Romish church builds that doctrine ; and 
passes on to the very sentence in which the 
institution of the Sacrament is conveyed ; and 
having considered the words separately, he 
dwells upon the manner and circumstances of 
the institution, with the things annexed. 

Next, he introduces the arguments which 
the adverse party deduce from Scripture, 
and then brings arguments from other parts 
©f the New Testament, proving Christ's real 
presence in the sacrament to be only spiritual, 
not natural*i He shews the doctrine of Tran. 
substantiation to be contrary to sense, to be 
wholly without, and opposite to reason, and 
got the doctrine of the primitive church. 
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And he concludes with observations on the 
adoration of the host. 

Such are the contents of this treatise, which 
ip learned and convincing, but more laboured 
than* his other writings. M The third section 
contains an admirable exposition of the sixth 
chapter of St John's Gospel, in which the 
meaning of the. controverted passage is ascer- 
tained with accuracy. 

The short catechism which he had publish- 
ed for the youth of Wales, was. now consider- 
ably enlarged, and published in the year 1655% 
under the title of "the Guide of infant Devo- 
tion, or the Golden Groves a manual of daily 
prayers and litanies fitted to the days of the 
week : containing a short summary of what 
is to be believed, practised, and desired. Also 
festival hymns, according to the manner of the 
ancient church." 

* E. 16. 14. Univ. Lib. Camb. Lond. 1655. 

c Taylor might be led to choose this title, not merely 
from his residence, but from " The Golden Grove moral- 
" ized, in three books, a work very necessary for all such 
" as would know how to govern themselves, their hpuses^ 
" or their country ; 8vo. Lond. 1600 and 1608." Writtteft 
by William Vaughan, uncle to Taylor's patron, the Earl 
ofCarbery. .;\ 
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He divides hfe book into " Credendd 
" Agenda et Postulanda" and closes it with 
festival hymns d . The excellence of his ad- 
dress "to the pious and devout reader," is 
so great, both as an evidence of the author's 
incessant endeavour to guide the people in 
the way of peace, and of his sentiments 
towards the church of England, that it can- 
not fail of being acceptable to those persona 
who are desirous erf becoming acquainted with 
the mind and character of Taylor. 

c< In this sad declension of religion, the 

* seers, who are appointed to be the watchmen 

* of the church, cannot but observe that the 
u srcpplanters and underminers are gone out, 
" and are (figging down the foundation ; and 
" having cBestro^ed all public forms of eccle- 

*Tlie <" Guide for tiie Penitent," which is usually 
-printed with " The Guide to Devotion*" was not written; 
by Taylor, as appears from the preface ; where it is said, 
u to the learned piety, of a most, reverend t apthor thou 
" owest theses following assistances, wno, in the sweetness 
« mi piiidne* o£ thestulufes^kafc dxpre**** %H& 'Mftiireg 
« Mid lineatoentt rfhifdwii oandii, setwxe '-&&,# > A'nrf 
tig* « hetw** gone to receive hi» reward lor them/' 
TSm flreSMte t » » tUe edk*»' • fcff'ifoft tH&* years 
before *h<*.ie*lhf rf Tfcyldru Itwis written &y Brian 
Duppa^BiiWp'df Wa^kest**v S*» Wood* Xt*e&. O^onv 
vol. 2. c. 177. • ' : * 
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" siastical ^governments discountenanced an 
" excellent liturgy, taken off -the hinges of 
" unity, disgraced the articles of religion, 
" polluted public asse*nMios, taken .away all 
* cognizance of schism, by gangling all sects, 
" and giving countenance to that against 
" which all power oUght t© stand upon their 
" gu^rd. There is now nothing left, but that 
" we take care that maat be Christians : for 
V concerning the ornament and advantages of 
u religion, we cannot make that provision we 
" desire ; incertis de salute* de gloria mnmer 
" certandum. For since they who have seen' 
" Jerusalem in prosperity, and have forgotten 
" the order of morning and evening sacrifice, 
"and the beauty of the temple, wiU ber 
" tempted to neglect so excellent a ministra- 
"tion, and their assembling themselves to- 
" gether for peace, and holy. offices; and be 
"content with anything that is brought tor 
" them, though it be but the husks and acorns 
" of prodigals and swine, so they may enjoy 
" their lands and their money with it ; we 
" must now take care, that the young men, 
u who were bora in the captivity, may be 
" taught how to worship the God of Israel 
« aft^r the QWWfir of their Sure-fathers, £3$ it 
" shall please God.that religion shall jpeturff 
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" into the land, and dwell safely, and grow 
". prosperously. 

" But never did the excellency *>f episcopal 
" government appear so demonstratively and 
" conspicuously as now : under their conduct 
" and order we had a church so united, so 
" orderly, so governed, a religion so settled, 
" articles so true, sufficient, and confessed, ca- 
" nons so prudent and so obeyed, devotions so 
" regular and constant, sacraments! so adorned 
" and ministered, churches so beauteous and 
" religious, circumstances of religion so grave 

V and prudent, so useful and apt for edifica- 

V tioh, that the enemies of our church, who 
«.«, serve thq Pope in all things, and Jesua Christ 
<3 in some, - who dare transgress an institution 
«' and ordinance of Cterist, but dare not break 
u a canon of the Pope, did despair of prevail- 
" ing against us m&ttrutk, $nd knew no hopes 
" but by setting their feces against us to tie- 
" stroy this government, and then they knew 
«« they should triumph without any enemy: 
" so Balaam the son of BoBor was sent Ibtf to 
" Curae t\\e people of the Lord, in hope that 
" the son of Zipper might prevail against 
" tb«m that had long prospered under the 
" conduct of Moses -and Aaron- 

5 
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u But now,- instead of this excellency off 
H condition and constitution of religion, -the 
"people are fallen under the harrows and 
u saws of impertinent and ignorant preachers, 
" who think all religion is a sermon, and all 
** s^mons ought to be libels against truth and 
" old jjoiveriiors, and expound chapters that 
f * the raeaiiiug may never be understood, and 
" pray, that they may be thought able to talk; 
" feut not to hold their peace, they casting 
" not I to obtain, any thing but wealth and 
♦f vifctorjv pawer and plunder : and the pec* 
" pie/ Have reaped the fruits apt to grow upotl 
* mich crah^rtocfcs ; >4hey< grow' idle and fiftse; 
^hjfrpocrites 2nd : qarelessj they :defiy'»thfctri- 
iretelves hotfhiiig that is pleasbnt; they despisd 
**apeKgidn, forget government, arid some ne*re£ 
4< think of heaven \ and they that do, think tU 
" go thither in such paths which all the age* 
** of th6 dbijirch did rgive men warning of} 
« lest, they should that way go to the Devil. 

r - ** - 

" But when; men -have tried all they can, 1 
44 it : is to be supposed they will return to the 
44 excellency and advantages of the christian 
"reKgHHV as it. is taught by tibe church of 
44 England i *for by debttoymg it no end can 

a 
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44 be served but of sin and folly, faction and 
« death eternal. For besides that no church 
" that is enemy to this does worship Qod in 
« that truth of propositions, in that unbhune- 

* able and pious liturgy, and in preaching 
« the necessities of holy life, so much ai 
"the church of England does; besides this, 
« (I say) it cannot be persecuted by any go* 
" vernor that understands his own interest; 
44 unless he be first abused by false preachers, 
" and then prefers his secret opinion before 
"his public advantage* For no church ill 
f die world is so great a friend to loyalty and 
*' obedience as she, and her sisters of the 
« same persuasion* They that hate bishops 
? have destroyed monarchy, and they that 
** would erefct an ecclesiastical monarchy must 
"consequently subject the temporal, to it J 
f* and both one and the other would be su» 
" preme in consciences : and they that govern 
^ there with an opinion, that in all thing* 
" they ought to be attended to, will let their 
" prince govern others, so long as he will' be 

* ruled by them. And certainly for a prince 
!• to persecute the Protestant religion, is as 
u if* a physician should endeavour to destroy 
« all medicaments, and fathers kill their sods; 
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* and the master of ceremonies -destroy aB 
"formalities and courtships, and as if the 
9, Pope should root out all the ecclesiastical 
!' state; Nothing so combing* with govern* 

* mfcat, tfi* b* °{ God's appointment, as the 
4 « religion of the church oif Engl»d> because 
" nothing does more adhere to the word of 
« God, and disregard the crafty advantages 
{* erf the world. If any man shall not decline 
fi to. try his title by the word of God, 4tV» 
h certain there is not in the world a better 
** guard for it than the true Protestant reli* 
** gicte, JB9( it is taught in our church; But 
^ let things be as it please God; it is* certain 
ff that in that day when ttuth gets her vi& 
ff toby* in that day we shall prevail against 
fall God's enemies and onrs r not in the pur* 
<f.eh*»s:aftd perquisite* of the worlds but in 
#<Aa rewards and returns of holiness and pa*> 
Hi titoce^ and faith, and charity ; for by these 
u we worship God, and against this interest 
" we cannot serve any thing else. 

" I* the* mean tim* we must by all means 

* secure the foundation, and take care that 
^ pehgio^ may be conveyed is aU it* material 
** parts* the same as it wa^ but by ne*r alnd 
^perffiitt^ instntihent^^^ let us stfcijr* 

Q 2 
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«« that our young men be good Christians, it 
« is easy to make them good Protestants, uin 
" less they be abused with prejudice, and suck 
" venom with their milk ; they cannot leave 
" our communion till they have reason to 

41 reprove our doctrine. •* 

• 

" There is therefore in the following pages 
" a compendium of what we are to believe; 
" what we are to do, and what to desire. It 
" is indeed very little ; but it is enough to 
" begin with, and will serve all persons . so 
" long as they need milk, and not strong 
" meat And he that hath given the follow* 
" ing assistances to thee, desires to be even a 
4€ door-keeper in God's house, and to be a 
" servant of the meanest of God's servants; 
." and thinks it a worthy employment to teach 
'< the most ignorant, and make them to know 
4i Christ, though but in the first rudiments of 
." a holy . institution. > 

" This only he affirms, that there is a more 
" solid comfort and material support to a 
" Christian spirit in one article of faith, in 
" one period of the Lord's prayer, in one 
" holy lesson, than in all the disputes of m* 
* "pertioant people, who take mora paias^t* 
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u prove there is a purgatory than to persuade 
" men to avoid hell. And that a plain cate- 
" chism can more instruct a soul, than the 
" whole day's prate which some daily spit 
" forth, to bid them 'get Christ* and perse- 
u cute his servants* 

> 
" Christian religion is admirable for its 

." wisdom, for its simplicity ; and he that 

" presents the following papers to thee, de- 

" signs to teach thee as the church was taught 

" in the early days of the apostles ; to believe 

w the Christian faith, and to understand it ; 

" to represent plain rules of good life ; to 

" describe easy forms of prayer ; to bring 

" into your assemblies hymns of glorification 

" and thanksgiving, and psalms of prayer. 

" By these easy paths they lead Christ's little 

" ones into the fold of their great bishop t 

" and if by this any service be done to God, 

" any ministry to the soul of a child or an 

fC ignorant woman, it is hoped that God wffl 

"accept it: and it is reward enough, if by 

,c my ministry God will bring it to pass that 

" any soul shall be instructed, and brought 

" into that state of good things, that it shall 

41 rejoice for ever. 

<* 3 
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" But do thou pray for him that desires 
" this to thee, and endeavours it. 

" Jer. Taylor." 



From a genius so sweet and fertile, so ener- 
getick and sublime as that of Taylor, some 
effort of the muse might be expected ; and it 
is not unreasonable to suppose that his cul- 
tivation of poetry was more extensive thai! 
appears in his publications. 

Some instances of his talent in this sort of 
composition are subjoined to the Golden 
Grove, called " Festival Hymns." Being all 
On religious subjects, they partake of that 
defect which is incidental to divine poetry, 
and fail in endeavouring to express what in- 
deed is beyond the reach of human language, 
the mysteries of religion and events con- 
pealed by the veil of futurity. They have 
•ISO defects peculiar to the prevailing taste of 
the age in which they were written. But still 
there is an elevation of thought and dignity 
e£ expression in some of these poems which 
demonstrate them to be the production of no 
ordinary mind. Of this the following may be 
produced, as affording the best specimens. 
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OF HEAVEN. 

O beauteous God, uncircumscribed treasure 
Of an eternal pleasure, 
Thy throne is seated far 
Above the highest star, 

Where thou prepar*st a glorious place, 

Within the brightness of thy face, 
For. er'ry spirit 
t m To inherit > 

That builds his hopes upon thy merit, 

And lores thee with a holy charity. 

What ravished heart, seraphic tongue, or eyes, 
Clear as the morning's rise, 
Can speak, or think, or see, 
That bright eternity, 

Where the great King's transparent throne 

Is of an entire jasper stone ? 
There the eye 
O'th' chrysolite* 
( And a sky - 

Of diamonds, rubies, chrysoprase, 

And, above all, thy holy fece, 

Makes an eternal clarity. 

When thou thy jewels up dost binde, that day 
Remember us, we pray; 
That where the beryl hes> 
And the chryital, 'bove tteikitt, 
There thou mai'st appoint us plact, 
Witlun the brightness of thy fiwe, : 

Q 4 
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And our soul 
In the scrowl 
Of life and Missf illness enrowl, 
That we may praise thee to eternity. 
Allelujah. 



THE SECOND HYMN FOR ADVENT; OR CHRIST'S 
COMING TO JERUSALEM IN TRIUMPH. 

Lord, come away, 
Why dost thou stay? 

Thy road is ready, and thy paths made straight 
With longing expectation wait 
The consecration of thy beauteous feet. 
Bide on triumphantly, behold we lay 
Our lusts and proud wills in thy way, 
Hosanna ! — welcome to our hearts. Lord, here 
Thou hast a temple too, and full as dear 
As that of Sion, and as full of sin, 
Nothing but thieves ancjl robbers dwell therein : 
Enter and chase them forth, and cleanse the floor; 
Crucify them, that they may^never more 
Profane that holy place, 
Where thou hast chose to set thy face. 
And then if our stiff tongues shall be 
Mute in the praises of thy Deity, 
The stones out of the temple wall . 
Sh ill cry aloud and call 
Hosanna ! — and thy glorious footsteps greet* 



Digitized by 



Google 



We are reminded in these lines of some 
passages in Cowley, and some turns of ex* 
pression in the earlier poems of Milton, who, 
though with the adverse party, is said to 
have held the writings of Taylor in high 
estimation. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

FBOM 1655 TO 1660. 

THE age in which Taylor lived, though 
discouraging to the feeble-minded, was 
in favour of the vigorous and the strong. 
Both genius and piety burn with greater fer- 
vour and brightness in proportion as the 
world becomes less engaging: and perse- 
cution is the test of Christian fortitude* Pow- 
erful opposition calls into action all the energy 
of resistance. And the storm that drove the 
human creature to seek shelter in the vale of 
the mountains, only urged the spirit to break 
forth at every aperture. 

Alive to every passing occurrence, the soul 
of Taylor manifests itself on every occasion. 
From the first day of his seclusion till he re- 
moved intq Ireland, he seems to have allowed 
few subjects connected with the questions of 
those times to escape him. Most of these he 
handled with an adroitness that proved his 
versatility of genius and command of learn- 
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ing. His zeal in opposing erroneous opinions 
sometimes, though rarely, obscured his judg- 
ment: an instance of which occurs in the 
"•* Unum Necessarium," or " the Doctrine and 
*' Practice of Rtepentancej" which he pub- 
lished* in the year 1655. 

His motive for engaging in this work was 
not merely to supply Christians in general 
with a treatise upon this important subject, 
but to place it in its proper light, in oppo- 
sition to the prevailing errors of the age ; to 
shew that " Repentance is not like the sum- 
" mer fruits, fit to be taken a little, and in 
" their own time ; it is like bread, the pro- 
" vision and support of our life, the enter- 
u tainment of eveiy day, but it is the bread 
" of affliction to some, and the bread of care- 
« fulness to all : and he that preaches this 
" with the greatest zeal, and the greatest se* 
" verity, it may be he takes the liberty of an 
" enemy, but he gives the counsel and the 
*'■ assistance of a friend/* 

The preface is addressed to the Bishops 1 * of 
Salisbury and Rochester, and to the rest of 

• London 8?o. k Brian Duppa and John Warner. * 
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the clergy of England; to whom he thus 
expresses his reasons for giving this treatise 

to the world " When he had observed/' 

he tells them, " concerning the church of 
" England which is the most excellently in- 
" structed with a body of true articles, and 
" doctrines of holiness, with a discipline ma- 
"teriai and prudent, with a government 
t € apostolical, with dignities neither splendid 
J 4 nor sordid, too great, for contempt, and too 
" little for envy (unless they had met with 
f € little people and greatly malicious) and in- 
u deed with every thing that could instruct 
*' or adorn a Christian church, so that she 
" wanted nothing but the continuance of 
" peace, and what she already was ; when he 
*' had observed that amongst all the stores of 
" excellent things, and books by which her 
" sons have ministered to piety and learning 
" both at home and abroad, there was the 
u greatest scarcity of books of cases of con* 
" science j and that while he stood watching 
" that some or other should undertake it ac« 
* * cording to the ability which God gave them; 
u and yet every one found himself hindered 
" or diverted, persecuted, or disabled, and 
" still the work was left undone, he suffered 
« himself to be invited to put his hand to this 

5 
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" work, rather, than that it should not be done 
"at all." 

This important subject he reduces to the 
following arrangement* First, he lays the 
foundation, and shews the necessity of re- 
pentance, in remedy of the unavoidable trans- 
gression of the covenant of works. Next he 
considers the possibility or impossibility of 
keeping the precepts of the Gospel ; how 
repentance and the precept of Christian per- 
fection can stand together ; and lastly, he 
reduces his doctrine to practices? a method 
which he observes throughout the treatise* 

The nature and definition of repentance, the 
subjects of conversion, of the distinction of 
sins into mortal and venial, how far to be ad* 
initted j of actual single sins, of sinful habits, 
of concupiscence, and original sin ; of sins 
of infirmity y> of the effects of repentance ; 
and lastly; df ecriettffcstical penance, or the 
fruits of repentance* thea$ t £*<* ramified 
into considerations, -which natuValty spring 
from them, form the contents of the " % Umtik 
94 Necessarium." 

His motive for entering uptai it must be 
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applauded by all good men, Adversity taught* 
him to enter deeply into the wretchedness of 
mankind. 

Stern rugged nurse! thy rigid lore \ 

With patience many a year he bore; 

What sorrow was thou bad'st him know, ' 

And from his own he learned to meitat others' woe. * 

By the sad experience of his own miseries 
and the calamities of others, to wh<toe f rcatiftu 
tion he had been called to minister^ he had 
been taught something of the secret of 
jouls: and he had reason to think that 
the words of his Lord .to St. Peter < wei* 
also spoken to him. " Tu autum converms 
?' confirma Jratres" He hoped fee had 
Teceived many of the merciea of a repphfe 
ing sinner; he had felt the' turnings' and 
variety qf spiritual intercourses : and ho had 
pften observed the advantages in mpusteiiiig 
to others, and was confident that^ the gteaitesi 
benefits of his office ^ji^^!wtth'best effefct be 
poromypicat^dto souls in personal and par* 
^ftUp -fMnistrations. Impressed with such 
$#liijg8> %s4 possessing such qiuhficjttitfns, he 
entered upon the subject. It unavoidably 
led him into the consideration of original sin, 
and ita $ff6d» ; yointo which were at that time 
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much controverted between the Arniinbm 
a#d Culviniatic parties, and he adopted the 
opinion of the former j carrying it to a degtee* 
that the latter utterly condemned, and which) 
the church of England does not approve. His> 
sentiments with regard to the doctrine of 
original sin were then, and are at present, 
generally considered heterodox ; and are irre* 
concileable to the tenets of our church ; as 
laid down in her liturgy, articles, and ho- 
milies. 

This drew him into controversy. His 
friend, the Bishop of Rochester shewed his 
disapprobation of the chapter of original sin, 
in the " Unum Necessarium" in a letter ad* 
dressed to Taylor, expressly on the occasion, 
and dated the 28th of July, in the year 1656 : 
which was not received till the nth of Sep* 
tftmber, owing to the situation in which Taylor 
was then placed* 

At the end of the year 1654, the Royalists, 
who were still active, had made an insurrection 
at Salisbury, and brought upon themselves 

• Dr. Jdha Waroef . 
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and their friends the vengeance of the Pro- 
tector. Many were executed, some banished, 
and all were regarded with such suspicion by 
Cromwell, that he encreased the force of 
cavalry throughout the country. Taylor, 
though no insurgent, was yet too well known 
a royalist to escape the observation of the 
government, and was, at the date of the 
bishop's letter, a prisoner in Chepstow castle. 

In his reply he attributes the delay in the 
conveyance of the letter to this cause, and 
says, that it seemed R. Royston detained it 
in his hands, supposing it could not come 
* safely to him, while he remained a prisoner. 
But though under a more severe restraint 
at first, he describes his present confine- 
ment as less oppressive, and tells the bishop, 
"he now had that liberty, that he could 
receive any letters, and send any; for the 
gentlemen under whose custody he was, as 
they were careful of their charges, so they 
were civil to his person." d 

Taylor's answer produced a rejoinder on 

* Answer to a letter written by the R. R. the Lord 
Bishop of Rochester, &c. p. 895. £vp0«to etotoyixw. 
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tile .part <tf the bishop, dated the e! roth of 
November, and this again urged the former 
to a further <>eply. But it was twt $he Bishop 
of Rochester alone, who wished to convince 
Taylor of his error on this question- There 
were others f who lamented the opinions he 
had advanced, and were anxious to see them 
refuted. Amongst these was Doctor Robert 
Sanderson, afterwards Bishop of Lincoln: 
who in a letter to Mr. Thomas Barlow, dated 
Boothby Paynell, September the 28th, in the 
year 1-656, urges him to undertake the manage- 
ment, as he expresses it, M of that dispute in 
•* the question of great importance, upon the 
" ancient land-marks by Dr, Jeremy Taylor, 
'* so unhappily (and so unseasonably too) en- 
" deavoured to be removed, in the doctrine 

* of original sin-" Arid though Barlow 
appeals to have declined the proposal, yet 
Sanderson renews the subject in another 
letter to the same person, dated the 17th of 
.September, in the year following, and ex- 

♦Taylor's feeofi* Letter in reply **> tfce Bishop *4if 
Rochester; • »'* "-- -..o..:d - 

' In the Bodteifttf&ibttty is a wort ontfttM ;<*<1oMr«* 
fftfon; tolerated, ;?itb reflecti^ <m ^^p Jajlor'f 

* Opinion." *\ "...*•„• 
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pre*** WBrtplf « sorry tbsfc- Bo$*>r Tajdiir 
4< w*&so peremptory agd pertinacious of his 
f ^rr<?r$ as not to hearken to the sober ad- 
?V vices of hi* grave and learned friend* 
** aittidst the distraction of the times," « 

r Taylor* w& satisfied with endeavouring 
paaintain his opinion in private, published in 
the same year, ** Deus Jnstificatus* o* * Yh*r 
f* di^atWR of * the Glory, pf the Divine : Aitfr- 
^buM^'9nil(R q^tiw<^Ql%»la^Sias ,, *» 
*Mt^#4die»i#iteap^^ And 

this w#a &Ue#ed up }?y «wA iwrtfesr ixpUcfc 
!f tion^ thePoetrine of Original Sifc witk 

«Vaft r; %M*te ItoMcatflry, add?«s«ed to Joh» 
«<Wan#i,imB^^ Hav* 

x 9 From two letters ii^ the possession of the Bishop of 
Peterborough, at the time Kennet formed' his Register, 
ArtdVmentioDed in thatwprk, p.^33. 
^Saactafco*'* first letter ii directed H For*Mr, Thomas 
Y Baflow > afrfthcf J%#ry in Q«8B. M t *nd# ^spribed 
" % Your Very loving friend and Servant, Robert Sander? 
A^on.* Dri&Bobthby Paynil,^ept: 28, 1656/— And' 
his second letter is addressed to the same person, at 
%izm'* Coll*e,i£>*ojK jdofe&ftonl OfetMiefto?* flspt. 
17,1 657. Barlow was afterwards Bishop of Lingojnj' j*njg 
these are said to have been transcribed from the originals 
i**tefb«sel^ «e* Konwt^^^flpi^lfccir at nl * 

* * Xoftd. ^ *tno* Thi person 6f ^ualky i^itfiili ** 
ftourae of the letter to be a noble lady. ; v ' 
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ing hi his former Treatises on this subject turn* 
ed to aji the Ways of Reason and Scripture) 
he in titis explication applied himself to ex* 
amide how it was affirmed by the first and best 
antiquity. Oq the appearance of the " Dgus 
* Justificatus," he was attacked by Henry 
Jeanesand JobnGaule 1 , the former minister 
6f Chedzoy, in Somersetshire, the latter filling 
a similar situation at Staughton in the county 
of Huntingdon, 

Jftoweyer mistaken in the vie# which be 
took, of this question, he vindicates himself 
with the boldness and fluency of a man of 
honest intentions. He replies to the bishop's 
first letter, by remarking that it professes to 
contain father the captious objections of other 
people than Warner's own. He admits o£ 
original sin, but not what it is supposed to 
k&l be contends it is only by imputation, as 
an inlet to sickness, death, and disorder, not 
as introducing a necessity of sinning, or 4am n- 
ing to. eternal punishment. He restricts the 
leaning of the word Damnation, as con* 
tained in the article of the church of England, 
to temporal condemnation; as in the epistle 
to the Corinthians, and our Communion ser- 

1 Bodleian. 

a a 
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vice. ." He accounts it negative; that natu- 
rally infants may fall short of heaven, but it 
does not follow, that they go. to eternal tor- 
meat; apd he opposes strongly the doctrine 
of unbaptized infants being punished. H# 
touches on the subject of confessions, *and 
asserts, that they differ widely ; that he would 
subscribe to the first, but not to.the' second 
Helvetic. \ He contends that death became a 
punishment to those only who sin. He gives 
a critical analysis of the fifth chapter of the 
epistle to the Romans, and argues that ori- 
ginal sin is rather an original curse oh our sin; 
He denies the doctrine of the imputation of 
Christ's righteousness, and says, it is an im- 
putation of our faith, &c. through Christ as 
righteousness, and lastly, he contends that it 
is against God's goodness and mode of pro- 
ceeding to punish the parent's ski <in children. 
Jn reply, Warner requests him to examine 
the second chapter of the epistle to the Ephe- 
sians, and the fifth verse, and some passages 
in Jerom and Austin, which he cites. But 
this, far from satisfying Taylor, only produced 
the second reply j in which he asserts, that 
the passage in the epistle to the Ephesians 
does not relate to original sin : that concu- 
piscence is not sin, till something is super* 

* 5 
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added j 'and that he ^follows fathers 'earlier 
than Jerotn and Austin. 

* His controversy with Jeanes, though almost 
immediately subsequent to the publication of 
" Deus Jjistififcatus," seems to have been 
brought on mote by accident than design. 
Jeanes in his Address " to the unprejudiced 
reader/* prefixed to the letters which he pub- 
lished on this subject, tells the public, that 
"/one Mr.T. C. k of Bridgwater, being at his 
** house, brake' out into extraordinary, (that 
** 1 say not excessive, rand hyperbolical) praises 
" of Dr. Jeremy Taylor : I expressed my con- 
" currence with him in great part j nay, I 
11 came nothing behind him in the just com- 
M mendations of his admirable wit, great 
«' parts, quick and elegant pen, his abiMtiea 
44 in critical learning, and his profound skill 
" in antiquity : but notwithstanding all thi^ 
" I professed my dissent from some of his 
"*< opinions which I judged to be erroneous ; 
^ c dnd I instanced in his doctrine of original 
** sin ; now his Further Explication of this la^ 

'** tftert casually in the window (as I take iti% 

#' ' 1 « * • - , ■ \ 

k I have not been able to discover the narte of this com- 
Jrtorffriend of Taylor and Jeanes. ' , .* 

* 3 
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" which hereupon I took up, and turned onto 
" the passage now under debate, add shewed 
« unto Mr. T. C. that therein was gross non- 

* sense and blasphemy ; he for his own part, 
u with a great deal of modesty, forthwith de- 
•* clined all further dispute of the business, 
"but withal he told me, that he would, if I 
H so pleased, give Dr. Taylor notice of what 
" I said ; whereunto I agreed, and in a short 

* time he brought me, from the Doctor, a 
u fair and civil invitation to send him my 
" exceptions, and with it a promise of a can* 
** did reception of them ; whereupon I drew 
" them up in a letter to Mr. T. C." 

But before Taylor had received this, Mr, 
T. C had given him an account of what he 
remembered in this conversation with Mr* 
Jeanes, and had obtained an answer, which is 
dated July the 4th in the year 1657 ; in which 
he declares the objection brought against him 
to be grounded on Mr. Jeane's mistaking 
the meaning of the passage. This answer 
Mr. T. C sent to Mr. Jeanes j which caused 
g rejoirtdtr from htm, dated the 31st of 
August, the same year, in which he com- 
ments upon Taylor's letter in terms that shew 
he was offended at the language in which it 
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was expt^se^ and ^ defends Wttieetf stgaft^C 
the imputation of a want of clearness in un- 
derstanding tite controverted pasettgdi ^ 



On the 15th of the same month Taylor 
had lyritten directly to. him ; hi this letter he 
afivWev* the firat objections, m*ds *gai#$t hi«w 
and concludes thus: "Sir, though I havfc m- 
" son to give you the priority in ^yery thiftg 
«* eta, yet in. civility I h*v^ far outgone y 04^ 
"you were offended at a passage, which yott 
i€ might easily, but would not understand : 
" you have urged arguments against me,, 

* which return upon yout awn head t the 
*' proposition you charge me withal, I own 
" not ib any of your semes. 1 , nor (a^ ( you set 

- 'Taylor here complains of his sentiments being misre- 
presented. He would have had greater cause for remon- 
strating against a writer of more intfp^ro tiroes; wn P* *a a 
ktlwofadtioetoth^dergy of No?tkupitofJ^ad, inserted 
passages from Taylor'* works* ntueh to hit- own purpose 
btf t gr*atly to the prejudiceTof tfctft Uffme^jm^,^ <*«*%*• 
tar,' by an uhosail piece of frluid, 4a tfjs nupv of £gata» 
tiofr* Bits this Writer was ^ot sqfFensd tyr repose on his 
ttshenesty* " A yindicatioa of Bishop Ttyjor from the 
** i»j«riou» misrepresentations of him by the author of the 
<tl**** to the CWiJ^ft^,Ch^* of England in tho 

* colsnty <tf Mojjtfc^^ upoa' 

* some other passage* in th*t letter," was, printed at 
« New*tastki» iW Qa tbeflyjeaf; « A ^ncUca^io% 

R 4 
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u it down), in any at aH ; and yet your argu- 
"meats da not substantially or rationally 
"confute it, if I bad said so: besides all 



44 Northumberland." There is reason to believe that very 
few copies of this tittle tract were ever published. It is of 
the small octavo sis*, sJnd consists of twenty-tare* closer/ 
printed pages. A copy of jt is preserved in the Lambeth 
library, which belonged to Archbishop Seeker* After 
stating that Taylor's sentiments were misrepresented, the 
Archdeacon says, " As the Bishops polemical works, out 
u of' which these passages are taken, are in the hands oi* 
u few people, but his name and character universally 
" known, this cheat may possibly be attended with ill 
" consequence ; while his authority is vouched, and hit 
u tc$tim<m$ ptoduoed, for doctrines tokkh he neper hddp 
" and t^ere be very few even of the Clergy of Northum- 
u berland themselves, who have the opportunity of exam- 
" ining how iliese passages fie in theplaes from whence 
" they are taken, and thereby detecting the iniquity and 
" double dealing of this their new correspondent. The 
" design, therefore, of 4hi* paper, is to set these quota* 

* tions in a true light*" Ac. " 4 • 

Then follows a reference to the eighteenth section of 
the discourse " 6n the Liberty of Prophecying," entitled 
H A pafttoAtf consideration of the opinions of the 
« Anabtytistsv Arid fcefte," says the Afefedeaeea* '♦.ha 

* treats vet/ 1 largely and fully of their capital opinion 

* against the baptism of infants." Then follow- severs* 
citations from Taylor's Discourse, and the 1 quotations; 
with answers. * To confront/' he. observes, " every adrf* 
M 'tence-that the writer of the letter hath quoted out of ft* 

* Bishop'* Discourse, with its respective answer oat tof 
**the ittitiei in words 'at length, as is dona in the three 
"first sentekfef, would take «p much root* so 1M* 
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u j&is* you baYe .ined your pleasure ufKrti me, 
H you hfcve reviled me, slighted me, scorned 
M me, untempted, unprovoked : you never 
" sent to me. civilly to give you satisfaction 
" in your objections, but talked it in my ab» 
** sehce, and to my prejudice j yet I have 
«* *et\t your an answer, I hope satisfactory, and 
" together with it a long letter, which in the 
" midst of my many affairs, and straitened 
": condition, is more than I can again afford $ 
" and after all this, I assure you that I will 
'f pray for you, aad speak such good things of 
" yfcu, as I can find, or hear to be in you, 
" and profess myself, and really be, Sir, 
" your affectionate friend and servant in our 
«- blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus." Post- 
script. " Sir, I received yours last nights 



? purpose. This short specimen, with the . reference to 
" those places in Bishop Taylor's book, where any person, 
" who has a mind to satisfy himself, will find the several 
* answers, may be sufficient to justify that learned divine, 
if and , to demonstrate the shameful want of ingenuity 
«< [ingenuousness] and honesty in the letter writer, who 
^ could condescend to such a mean art as this, to give 
^aam*appea*aace of* authority to his own weak reason* 
" ings; and draw his reader, by a cheat, into a persuasion* 
" into which he could not draw him by his argument." 

Taylor ia again mentioned in the last page of the vindi* 
cation; and the* W&*f t)m i*W* k occupied by an address 
to the clergy of Northumberland on other matter!. 
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" and I haw returned you this, early tki* 
" morning, that I might in every thing be 
«• respective of you ; but I desire not to be 
"troubled with any thing that is not very 
"material; for I have business of much 
" greater concernment ; neither can I draw 
"the saw of contention with any man about 
" things less pertinent: I expect no answer, 
" I need none, I desire none; but expect 
" that you will employ your good parte id 
« any thing rather than in being ktgeniosui 
" in ate*o-libro ; your talents can better (if 
"you please) serve God, than by cavithog 
" with, or without reason*" 

Thus ended his part of the correspondence 
with Jeanes. But on the other side, his an- 
tagonist was not so easily satisfied, and re- 
turned a long answer, commenting upon 
6very sentence contained in this letter. Some 
time after Jeanes resumed the attack in a 
treatise "of Original BighteougQets, audita 
"contrary concupiscence*;" to neither of 
which Taylor made any reply : -— I close the 
aocountof this controversy with his unbiassed 
judgment on subjects 6f this kind in general. 

*FHfttodi66*>4to. OaftflL. 
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h I shall not be ashamed to say that I am 
«« weary tad toiled with rowing up and down 
" in the seas of questions, which the interests 
"of Christendom have commenced, and in 
"many proposition* of which I am heartily 
* persuaded, I am not certain that I am not 
"deceived ; and I find that men are confident 
" of articles that they can so little prove that 
<4 *tfeey never made questions of them, but I 
'•am most certain that by living in there- 
of %tan and the fear of God, m obedience to 
4 «the king, in the charities and duties of 
"communion with spiritual guides, in justice 
" and love with all the world in their several 
" proportions, I shall not fkil of that end 
" which is fci&ceive of human nature, and 
" which will never be obtained by disputing/ 5 . 
And in his Epistle Dedicatory prefixed to his 
"further Explication/' he "professes with 
<* all truth and ingenuity, that he would r&» 
*t th*r die than ether willingly give occasion 
«♦ « countenance to a schism in the church 
" of England j and he would suffer much evil 
" before he would displease his dear brethren 
" in the service of Jesus, and in the minis* 
"1rii* of the church." • 
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. But though some opinions in .the u Ununt 
" Necessarium" be generally considered ob- 
jectionable, neither the treatise itself, nor the 
letters written in vindication of its principles 
are to be totally disregarded* For if in some 
parts he lean too . much to the notion of 
Adam and his posterity being reduced by die 
fall to the mere nature in which he was 
created.; yet, in .the main, he enforces docr- 
triaes universally received, and esteqtial to 
the present and future welfare of mankind; 
Among, the . variety of 4 duties .which .are in* 
cumbent qn the Christum pastor, there is 
nope more difficult, and yet more necessary, 
than ^t&at of personal ministration. To 
strengthen the weak, to restrain the arro- 
gant, to interest the lukewarm and to sa- 
tisfy, the, 4<>ut>tful, requires not only a com-, 
petent knowledge of scriptujre, but experience* 
in the niceties of casuistical theology • Of- 
this Taylor possessed a strong conviction :• 
^4 knowing the value of it himself, was^ 
anxjqys in this treatise ; tp convey it ti> 
others. 

Taylor's confinement in Chepstow, castle, 
could not have continued many months 
after the Autumn of the year* 1656; for 
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in" the/Jattcr end of thlat year hfc fkmly 
was attacked by, the «naall-pox and fever; 
which. deprived hint at once of two of his 
tons / . Trying as tins visitation was, his pidty 
did riot forsake him, neither does a inunmfr 
seeot. to .have esdapied his lips- But *< *< 

" Though he thought as a Sage, yet he felt as a Man.", 

Amidst thfe devastation of his family one son 
was spared toliim ; and for JMs Sake, as well 
as to recruit his own spirits, he declared his 
intention of quitting his residence in Wales 
and visiting' London ; 'which proves that he 
was then -free from restraint; In a fetter to a 
friend, he thusexpresses his intention and' his 
present feelings : — 

u Dear Sir, I know you will either excuse 
" or accfuit, or at least pardon me that I have 
"so teng seemingly neglected to make a 
u return to your so kind and friendly letter j 
"when I shall tell you that I have passed 
'" through a great cloud, which hath wtetted me 
** deeper than the skin. It pleased God io send 
M the small pox and fevers among my children,* 

* 6p. Rust says three sons in the space of two or three 
months. Fun. Serin, but I have followed theletter here 
inserted. . .«» -. i • 
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«« and I have, since I received your lest, buried 
" two sweet, hopeful boys ; and have now but 
" one son left, whom I intend (if it please God) 
44 to bring up to London before Easter, and 
" then I hope to wait upon you, and by your 
" sweet conversation and other divertisenwrts 
" if not to alleviate my sorrows, yet at least 
" to entertain myself and keep me from too 
« intense and actual thinkings of my trouble, 
« Dear Sir, will you do so much for me as Uf 
" beg my pardon of Mr* ThurlawJ, that I 
" have yet made no return to him for his .40. 
" friendly letter and expressions. Sir, yoi* 
" see there is too much matter to make e** 
"$usej my sorrow will at least render me at) 
" object of every good mgh's pity and com- 
" miseration ; but for myself, I bless God, I 
< c , have observed and felt so much mercy m i&s 
u angry dispensation of God's, that I am al* 
M most transported, I am sure, highly pieced 
f with thinking how infinitely sweet his uo$*% 
u ciesare, when his judgments are so gracious 
" Sir, there are many particulars in your 
u letter whi<jh I woi^d fain have answered; 
"but still, my little sadnesses intervene, and 
u will yet suffer me to write nothing else : 
* c but that I beg your prayers, and that you, 
" will still own me to be, dear and honoured 
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* Sir, Jim Y»?y*fl&«tiQ8»te friend ttoi Hearty 

v ■•'•-• « Jer. Taylor. 
J 1 ; "Feb. 2idi 1656— 7."* 

He accomplished his purpose of going to 
the capital j and having determined to feKn- 
qulsh altogether his situation in Wales, he re- 
mained some time in London ; and officiated 
in a private congregation of loyalists, but not 
without great danger of persecution from the 
prevailing party. 

During the year In which he suffered under 
personal and domestic affliction, a treatise 
appeared, which is attributed to Taylor by 
Anthony Wood, and still occupies a place in 
the list of his writings. It is, ** A Discourse 
" of Auxiliary Beauty, or Artificial Hand- 
11 somenesse. In point of conscience between 
" two ladies/' Printed for R;Royston q , (who 
was Taylor's bookseller) in the year of our 

P In copying this letter, the present mode of "spelling 
has been adopted. The original is preserved in the Brit. 
Mus. MSS. Donat. 4274- art- 51. It is remarkable that 
Taylor makes no reference to his wife or daughters on this 
occasion. 

« Lond. 
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Lord 1656. It was never published with 
his name, and doubts may still be enter- 
tained of its real author. The internal 
evidence does not corroborate the opinion 
of " the Publisher to the ingenuous reader," 
that " a woman (as : he was certainly in- 
" formed) was. not only, the chief occasion 
"but the author and writer of tfr^di^ 
** pourse." It is a dialogue between t^wfl 
ladies.: the one making objections r ^^n^ 
any superfluous ornaments, and particularly 
against adorning the face with colours, not it? 
own j and the other answering them. 

The debate is concluded with gravity and 
skill, with a great command of ^ripturp, 
^ome knowledge of .the, fathers,. ^nd^of^tHe 
most etftinept, writers of the churclj of Engy 
land* And it concludes by a declaration op 
the part of the plaintiff, that t^ie fair defencJr 
ant had " by the force of her reason, re r 
" deemed her v from t^at captivity, wherein by 
" a plebeian kind ot censoriousness and po- 
« pular severity she sometime delighted- to 
" disparage and lessen. thpse, who .$f$ *e$Qjrt£$ 
«* or suspected to .u$e< anya^uziliaty beauty, 
" notwithstanding she f saw in all 1 things elsfe 
" their worth and virtue, every way qosm- 
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MtnendaWe, immutable, and sometimes ad* 
" mirabfe: so miich," she says, «« have you 
*u made me a efeearful conformist to your 
** judgment and charity, which I find follows 
^not easy ahd vulgar jrepofcts, but seax&heth 
w the ^xicter roles of reason and religion ; 
" which lights, i as they bow thine in the 
« C^urrfi of God, she 4id not tbklk had left 
-^ minikind in the dark r a© to any thing mo* 
'« i&ily and ^ririnently either good or <evil."* 

Finding that many of his writings were out 
of prjnt, and tfie bookseller* willing torecdive 
more ; t&oth&n* it ' was thought adiiseable to 
collect into one voktme, fofibp^eretealkrf hil 
smaller pieces, with collateral improvements : 
andin fcfee ;year ■ J657, he pub&fehed a 
fcoltedtten of them* under- the . *H*§ of 
* Su]x^4y*H4i)co-7roXs^ixavr of -a fcoUietidh t)f 
*TO<&flfcaJ<attd 'Mtoal Disburses**' : ft ii 
>;. "rfiiio^ i .■ \. V/i"; . 4 o fciri} nurl* JoohiM 

not to nave" doubted thctruth of Taylor being the author 
#%£<&&&* ;' for ftf p;9*7<#*fis rigfetW he .fkdrds, 
tfcapb0<^tdj«*,tto^a^ ;(4**itlier 

*' course of artificial beauty irt point of conscience, be- 

" lor, D. D* Lord Bishop of Down and Connor."] Lon- 

man's Magaz. vol.'}. Nt#'$4b°& &' c 'Y^'i"*-*^ 3j;yiU •* 
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dedicated to his friend and patron Lord 
Hatton ; and contains, the Golden Grove; an 
Apology for authorized and set Forms of 
Liturgy 5 the Treatise on Episcopacy ; the 
real Presence and Spiritual of Christ in the 
Sacrament ; the Discourse on the Liberty of 
Prophecying; Deus Justificatus ; a Discourse 
of the Nature and Offices of Friendship ; a 
Sermon preached on the Anniversary of Gam 
powder Treason in 1638 ; and Two Lfetters 
to persons changed in their Religion. 

Of these, the Discourse on Friendship and 
the two .Letters are the only pacts of the vo» 
iionetthat werq then new. ;. > V > 

. t The former was brought out in dbodecimofin 
the same year with this collection $ . Am#rtg# 
the many excellent pieces written by Taylor* 
it is questionable whether there be ar\y mere 
perfect than this on Friendship. It combines 
all that is excellent which the andents/ have 
said upon the subject, and improves upon ai*| 
elevates their opinions by the divine pfleeepts 
of Christianity. It is expressed in a stylfi '"aa 
.captivating as the sentiments axe just An4 

. » jSee Rpyeton's li$t at the end of jtfie third edition^ 
" Great Exemplar/' and Bodleian v - 
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the friendly disposition of Taylor so mani- 
festly pervades the whole, that it is doubtful 
-whether the reader rises from this discourse 
most charmed with the subject or the writer* 
It gains something also from the amiable cha- 
racter to which it is addressed, Mrs, Katherine 
Philips $ a lady who * was so eminent for her 
friendship, that Taylor says she herself qould 
have given the best reply to those inquiries 
which produced this incomparable answer* 
jShp is better known by the title of the Match- 
Jess Orinda, and was the wife of James 
Philips, Esq. of the Priory at Cardigan. Her 
&ther, John Fowler, wa? a merchant iti 
£otidon, and resided in BuckJesburyj and 
h£r mother was Katherine, the .daughter of 
Doctor Daniel Oxenbridge, a Physician. She 
ww born in the parish of St. Mary Wodlchurch, 
and baptised on the eleventh of January in 
the year 163 1 j she was educated at a school 
at Hackney which was kept by Mrs. Salmon, 
where she acquired an extensive knowledge 
*f English, and was much attracted by the 
charms of poetry, though she was brought up 
a Presbyterian. After her marriage she went 
into Ireland with Viscountess JDungannon > 
and' whilst she stayed in Dublin she translated 
from the French the Tragedy of Pompey, 
s a 
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which was several times acted at the New 
Theatre in that city after the Restoration, In 
the year 1663, a surreptitious edition of her 
poems was brought out in London. Yet such 
washer modest opinion ot\her own endow* 
ments, that she could not be prevailed upon 
to correct the errors it contained by an edition 
under her own authority* In the spring of the 
year 1664 she came to the metropolis, and re- 
sided in Fleet Street, where she caught the 
small-pox, of which she died, on the *2d 
of June of the same year; and her res- 
mains were deposited in the church of St* 
Sennet Sherehog, at the end of Syth'a 
&ane* \mder a gravestone, where her father, 
grandfather, and great-grand&ther were also 
buried'. A -correct edition of her poems 
was published in London in the year 1667, 
in folio; to which is prefixed a short 
preface, written by one of her friends* It 
contains a letter upon the subject of the 
former edition, which haft been sent into the 
*roiid> without her knowledge, expressed with 
great modesty and sweetness; in which she 
Complains of the imprudence of the publisher* 
and says, « I thought a rodk and a mountain 
i* might have hidden i»e^ax)ti%b*t it had been 

e AiherkOxon.tr>]. 2i'p. 284. - - 
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«* free fbr all to spend their solitude in what 
" reveries they please ; and that our rivers 
<f (though they are babbling) would not have 
" betrayed the follies of impertinent thoughts 
" upon their banks j but it is only 1 who am 
" that -unfortunate person that cannot so 
" much as think in private, that must have 
" my imaginations rifled and exposed to play 
u the mountebank, and dance upon the ropes 
u to entertain all the rabble ; to undergo all 
" the raillery of the wits, and all the severity 
" of the wise, and to be the sport of some that 
" can, and some that cannot, read a. verse/' 

Her desire of concealing her authorship 
may be inferred from her mode of addressing 
her friends, under a feigned name. Amongst 
her poems is one, a To the noble Palsemon on 
" his incomparable Discourse of Friendship." 

" We had been still undone, wrapt in diqguise, 
Secure, not happy ; cuuaittg, ftn4 not wisq; 
War had been our design, int'?est our trade ; 
We had not dwelt in safety, but in shade, 
Hadst thou not hung out light, more welcome far 
Thau wantfring seamen think the northern star; * 
To shew, lest we our happiness should miss, 
'Tis plac'd in friendship, man's and angel's bliss. 
Friendship, which had a scorn or mask been made, 
And stift had beeti derided brH^ytt? c u 

» 3 
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At which the great physician still had laoghM, 

The soldier stormed, and the gallant scoflPd ; 

Or worn not as a passion, but a plot, 

At first pretended, and at last forgot ; 

Had'st thou not been her great deliverer, 

At first discovered, and thai rescued her, 

And raising what rude malice had flung down, 

Unveil'd her face, and then restored her crown : 

By so august an action to convince, 

'Tis greater to support than be a prince. 

Oh for a voice which, loud as thunder were, 

That all mankind thy conqu'ring truths might hear ! 

Sure the litigious as amaz'd would stand, 

As fairy knights touch'd with Camhina's wand, 

Drawn by thy softer, and yet stronger charms, 

Nations and armies would lay down their arms. 

And what more honour can on thee be hurl'd, 

Than to protect a virtue, save a world ? 

But while great friendship thou hast copied out, 

Thou'st drawn thyself so well, that we may doubt . 

Which most appears, thy candour or thy art, 

Whether we owe more to thy brain or heart. 

But this we know, without thy own consent, 

Thou'st rais'd thyself a glorious monument ; 

Temples and statues time will eat away, 

And tombs (like their inhabitants) decay; 

But there Palaemon lives, and so he must 

When marbles crumble to forgotten dust" 

Cowley, in his poem on her death, alluding to 
the disease which brought her to the grave, says* 

• Poems by M^i. K* P. Loud. 1667, P*M- 
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" Was't not enough thus rudely to defile - 
But thou must quite jdestroy the goodly pile ? 
And thy unbounded sacrilege commit 
On th* inward holiest holy of her wit ? 
Cruel disease ! there thou mistook'st thy power ; 

No mine of death can that devour ; 
On that embalmed name it will abide 

An everlasting pyramide, 
As high as heav'n the top, as earth the basis wide." 

Such was the interesting person, who was 
the cause of the discourse of the Nature and 
Offices of Friendship, and to whom it is ad- 
dressed. " You first inquire hpw far a dear 
u and .a perfect friendship is authorized by 
" the principles of Christianity ?" says Taylor* 
" To this I answer ; that the word friend* 
u skip, in the sense we commonly mean by it, 
" is not so much as named in the New Tes- 
" tament; and our religion takes no notice 
"of it. You think it strange; but read on 
" before you spend so much as the beginning 
" of a passion or a wonder upon ik There is 
«< mention of * friendship of the world/ and 
! c it is said to be « enmity with God j* but 
?< the word is no where else named, or to any 
*« other purpose in all the New Testament* 
" It speaks of friends often ; but by friends 
" are meant, our; acquaintance, or our kin* 
" dred, the relatives of our family or our for* 

s 4 
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"tune, or oat sect; something of society, of 
" something of kindness there is in it ; a ten- 
" derness of appellation and civility, a rela- 
" tion made by gifts, , or by duty, by services 
" and subjection j and I think, I have reason 
" to be confident, that the word friend (speak- 
" ing of human intercourse) is no otherways 
u used in the gospels or epistles, or Acts of 
" the Apostles : and the reason of it is* the 
M vrox& friend is of a large signification, and 
" means all relations and societies, and what-' 
" soever is not enemy ; but by friendships, I 
" Suppose you mean, the greatest love, and 
" the greatest usefulness, and the most open 
" communication, and the noblest sufferings, 
"and the most exemplary faithfulness, and 
« the severest truth, and the heartiest couri- 
* « sel, and the greatest union of minds, of 
" Which brave men and womeft are capable. 
#l But then I niust tell you that Christianity 
" hath new christened it, and calls this ehd- 
* tity* The Christian knows no enemy he 
*hath; that is, though pertons may be iri- 
M juriouft to him, and unworthy in them- 
•' selves, yet he knows none whom he is not 
u first bound to forgive, which is indeed to 
" make them cm his part to be no enemies, 
« that is, to make that the word enemy shall 



;£ 
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" not be perfectly contrary to friend, it shall 
" not be a relative term and signify some- 
" thing on each hand, a relative and a cor* 
" relative ; ind then he knows none whom he 
" is hot bound to love 'and pray for, to treat 
" kindly and justly, liberally and obligingly. 
" Christian charity is friendship to all the 
«< World ; and when friendships were the 
u noblest things in the world, charity was 
" little, like the sun drawn in at a chink, 
" or his beams drawn into the centre of a 
"burning-glass; but Christian charity is 
" friendship expanded, expanded like the 
" face of the sun when he mounts above the 
" eastern hill? : and I was strangely pleased 
" when I saw something of this in Cicero ; 
" for I have been so pushed at by herds 
" and flocks of people that follow any body 
" that whistles to them, or chives them to 
" pasture, that I am grown afraid of any 
" truth that seems chargeable with singu* 
" larity : but therefore I say, glad I was when 
" X saw Loelius in Cicero discourse thus. 
" Amicitia ex infinita societate generis humani, 
" quarn conciliavit ipsa natura y ita contractu 
" res est, et adducta in angustum, ut ornnis 
" cantos aut inter duos, out inter paucos jwt* 
u geretur. Nature hath made friendships, 
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" and societies, relations and endearments ; 
" and by something or other we relate to all 
" the world ; there is enough in every man 
"that is willing, to make him become our 
" friend ; but when men contract friendships, 
< f they inclose the commons, and what nature 
" intended should be every man's, we make 
" proper to two or three. Friendship is like 
" rivers and the strand of seas, and the air, 
" common to all the world ; but tyrants, and 
" evil customs, wars, and want of love have 
" made them proper and peculiar. But when 
"Christianity came to renew our nature, 
" and to restore our laws, and to increase her 
" privileges, and to make her aptness to be- 
" come religion, then it was declared that 
" our friendships were to be as universal as 
".our conversation ; that is, actual tq all with 
" whom we converse, and' potentially ex- 
" tended unto those with whom we did not. 
" For he who was to treat his enemies with 
" forgiveness and prayers, and love and bene- 
" ficence, was indeed to have no enemies, and 
" to have all friends. 

" So that to your question, how far a dear 
" and perfect friendship is authorized by the 
" principles of Christianity ? The answer is 
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" ready and easy. It is warranted to extend 
" to all mankind ; and the more we love, the 
" better we are, and the greater our friend- 
" ships are, the dearer we are to God j let 
" them be as dear, and let them be as per- 
" feet, and let them be as many as you can ; 
*• there is no danger in it j only where thfe 
" restraint begins, there begins our imperfec- 
" tion ; it is not ill that you entertain brave 
♦« friendships and worthy societies j it were 
"well if you could love, and if you could 
" benefit all mankind ; for I conceive that is 
" the sum of all friendships. * 

" I confess this is not to be expected of 
" us in this world ; but as all our graces here 
" are but imperfect, that is, at the best they 
" are but tendencies to glory, so our friend- 
u ships are imperfect too, and but beginnings 
" of a celestial friendship, by which we shall 
" love every one as much as they can be loved. 
" But then so we must here in our propor* 
" tion ; and indeed that is it that can make 
"the difference; we must be friends to all : 
" that is, apt to do good, loving them really, 
" and doing to them all the benefits which we 

* £t7*$o\tt H&xo-o'oXf/AMCft'. p. 641. 
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" can, and which they are capable of. The 
" friendship is equal to all the world, and 
♦« of itself hath no difference ; but is diflfer- 

* encedonly by accidents and by the capa- 
*■* city or incapacity of them that receive it : 
** nature and religion are the bands of friend* 
" ships 5 excellency and usefulness are its 
« great endearments : society and neighbour- 
" food, thai is, the possibilities and the cir- 
" cumitances of converse are the determin- 

* ations and actualities of it. Now when 
"men either are unnatural, or irreligious, 
" they will not be friends j when they are 
" neither excellent nor useful, they are not 

* worthy to be friends ; where they are 
" strangers or unknown, they cannot be 
** friends actually and practically j but yet, 
"as any man hath any thing of the good, 
** contrary to those evils, so he can have and 
" must have his share of friendship. For 
" thus the sun is the eye of the world ; and 
" he is indifferent to the negro, or the cold 
" Russian, to them that dwell ' under the 
" line, and them that stand near the tropics, 
" the scalded Indian, or the poor boy that 
** shakes at the foot of the Riphean hills ; but 
" the flexures of the heaven and the earth, 
" the convenience of abode, and the ap- 
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"pibaches to the north pr 4 south respectively 
" change the emanation of his beams ; net 
*' that they do not pass always from him, btrt 
** that they are not equally received below, 
** but by periods and changes, by little inlets 
" a»d reflections, they receive what they can ; 
"and some have only a dark day and a long 
«< night from him, snows and white cattle, a 
" miserable life, and a perpetual harvest o£ 
« catarrhs and consumptions, apoplexies. and 
" dead palsies ; but some have splendid fires, 
« and aromatick spices, rich wines, aijtd well- 
** digested fruits, great wit and great oou- 
" rage j because they dwell in his eye, and 
« look in his facfe, and are the courtiers of 
f* the «uo, and wsittupoa hhttin his chaoobers 
*< of the east ;i jeri: so is it > da friendships: 
** some jure worthy, and some are mecesfcafy ; 
+* some dwell hard (by, and jufe. fitted for opn- 
>*>er^ j nature joins some to us* and re- 

* ligion caombihes Us with others ; society and 
?« accidents, parity of fortune, and efluaJodis- 

* positions doiK^juBteAMTifiriend^ipsL: <wteeh 
M of theuaselves^ and i» thair c pri*ne dispod&ipn* 
• c are prepared for all aaajakind according t as 
^ anyone can receive them. We gee this 
M best exemplified by . twso instances ; and: ex- 
« pressions of friendship and charity: viz. 
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" alms and prayer ; every one that needs re*- 
" lief is equally the object of our charity ; but 
\ u though to all mankind in equal needs we 
" ought to be alike in charity j yet we sig- 
" nify this severally and by limits, and dis* 
" tinct measures : the poor man that is near 
" me, he whom I meet, he whom I love, he 
" whom I fancy, he who did me benefit, he 
* " who relates to my family, he rather than 
" another, because my expressions being 
" finite and narrow, and cannot extend to all 
" in equal significations, must b* appropriate 
" to those whose circumstances best fit me: 
" and yet even to all I give my alms: : to aH 
" the world that needs them $ I , pray ibr all 
<' mankind, I am grievpd at every sad story I 
m bear j I am trebled wfce* Linear of a pnetty 
c< bride murdered in her bndetohamber by an, 
« ambitious and) enraged rival; Lifted a tear 
« -whtta I am UAd that a brave icing t *as mfe> 
"understood, then slandered, then impri- 
« sotted, and then put to death by evil man ; 
"* and I can never read the story of the P&- 
t (l risian massacre, or the Sicilian vespers, but 
« my blood curdles, and I am disordef ed. by 
««two or three auctions., A good man. is *a 
"' friend to all the world ; and he is not triify 
" charitable that does not wish well, and do 
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u good to all mankind in what he can; but 
" though we must pray for all men, yet we 
u say special litanies for brave kings and holy 
u prelates* and the wise guides of souls ; for 
u our brethren and relations, our wives and 
" children. The effect of this consideration 
« is, that the universal friendship of which I 
! c speak, must be limited, because we are 
"so." 7 

Having, shewn how friendship is consistent 
with the Gospel ; he proceeds to point out 
how it can be appropriate, that is, who are to 
be chosen for it, bow far it may extend, and 
how conducted. And having considered 
these* as he himself anticipated, "with great 
" utility tftfjL pfeasaptWBe/'he concludes, with 
a postscript : from which it appears that this 
treatise was not written with the view of 
publication ; but rather for the perusal of his 
friends; amongst whom was Dr. Wedder* 
t^urne, his Physician. " If you shall think 

' v Xvfj&oXn H&M-ctAtpixov, p. 642, &c. The Discourse on 
Friendship, and the two Letters to Persons newly changed 
in their Religion, were republished in Nor/ 1660, with the 
tmtiaU J.T. DUD. the sape as were attached to the Di** 
on Artificial Beauty, .which, being done in. the iife*time 
of the author, adds something to substantiate the report 
•f his being the writer of the latter treatise. 

5 
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" fit that these papers pass further than your 
« c own eye and closet, I desire they may be 
" consigned into the hands of my worthy 
w friend Dr. Wedderburae : for I do not oqly 
u expose all my sickness to his cure, but I 
" submit my weaknesses to his censure, being 
" as confident to find of him charity tor what 
"is pardonable, as remedy for what is curafrle! 
" but indeed madam, I look upon that 
" worthy man as an idea of friendship, and if 
* € I had no other notices of friendship or con- 
" versation to instruct me than his, it' #ere 
"sufficient: for whatsoever I caflPs&y of 
" friendship, I can say of his* and a&att that 
"know him reckon hkn aniongst f the best 
" physician^ so I; know 4rim worthy ttr be 
« reckon©* aim)ngsttl^'bett-fifi0^* , \^»i 

. " The Two XJettetfc* to Persons Ranged i« 
"their Religion $" the one *to a ©efrtifct 
if woman - ttewiy sedused to the chusreh ^f 

1 The third edition of the Ev/*]3eXo» H9*xo-9ro^/uix<», which 
was published in thay^ajr f 674, ser^n^ieara after Taylor's 
4aa*h, varies from thatathich hiu^beea detcrikjeriL TUii 
€MdenGca>feand<eihta*«ii Ui^ Arawewuy tffCu»ptfwi 
dar Ireasoir are omitted, >and*ltt Jribttiiig works &ns«r tod 
kutfair xetttu: " T*e ;Dibsuasm> fr^om Popery,! in tw» 
« parts." « The ifeiioi tf epeMaraam*'' *iAi>fac*un* *f 
« Confirmation." ■ *(H»aaiLattt»s toaGeat^mgii thai 
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**Home," the other "to a person newly con- 
*• verted to the church of England/' appear 
to have been written after he had retired into 
Ireland ; an event that must have taken place 
before the close of the year 1657. 

During Taylor's residence in London he 
became acquainted with Lord Conway,' a 
Nobleman of an open and generous disposi- 
tion, who had been active in thfe Service of 
the late king, and was probably onfe : of those 
royalists who formed Baylor's cdngregMoiil 

Informed of his late affliction, and con- 
scious of the hazard he incurred by officiating 
V - •- ' ' ' ' ' : " - 1 \ \: i \i;u"\ r ' ; j 

« ww temped to the con*h*iai*nof theffeiftckrf(B|^»^ 
And « •Jjhe answer to the Bishop of Rochester's first 
** Letter, tbe Bishop of Rochester's second Letter/ and 
4 <>T*yht% reply tiitf> IhthiBediMen the ftiile<wa* ahek 
ed,to r i< Zuffiokw m&ryto*,~ov a cotfcctpit : of Polemical 
''Discourses, wherein the Church of England* jn, ite 
44 worst as well as more flodrishing condition, ; i? defended 
"dn many material joints, iigamst the attempts of HieFtf 
f'pists on the on* hand, and the Fanati^^the *th*t 
" Together with some additional pieces, addressed to the 
" promotion of practical religion and daily devotion. , By 
« *». Taylor, Chaplin in ortimary to kb^SnaWs iho 
*^ •'First, and late Lord Blslfop of Down and Connor/' ^ " A 
♦ <$ The third edition. London, printed by R. Nbrto* 
u for R. Roygtou, 1674." 
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so near the seat of the ruling opinions, he 
made him a friendly proposal, the exact 
pnature of which is not recorded : but of such 
a kind as induced Taylor and his family to go 
over into Ireland and reside at Portmore \ the 
mansion of that nobleman, in the parish of 
JBalli^lerry, and county of Antrim, at the 
distance of nine miles from Lisburn. Thi» 
situation, being adapted to study and contem- 
plation, was to him a delightful retreat Here 
he employed hi? time in arranging the trea- 
sures with which his mind yw& stored, and in 
correspondence with men of literature. 

In the ye#r 1659, the Ephesian Matron was 
published in London, in duodecimo. The story 
is told byiPefeoiMUs, and introduced into " the 
u Ituie iajrid Exercises of Holy Dyipg/* And 
the puWicatiw now mentioned was probably 
a mete ^fctraet of that part of the latter work 
piad^ ^|tK<fe j bboks6fl^r^ a practice very usual 
ip jtfrie time jtf Jvyfor* Allth#t is requisite to 
be observed respecting it is, that caution 

• * T^e m#gniflpeat gables, p the deer parks* Portpjpre 
were built by Taylor's friaqd, Lord Conway. The estate 
is now, the property of his descendant the Marcus of 
Hertford. 
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should be given not to mistake it for die 
story* usually published with the Cimmerian 
Hatton j a story written with the freedom of 
the age of Charles the Second, by a Layman ; 
as appears from the epistle prefixed to the 
Cimmerian Matron in which the writer refers 
to the use Taylor has made of it in the trea- 
tise already described. 

Of the same date is a Latin letter addressed 
by Taylor, to John Stearne, professor of 
physic and philosophy in the university of 
Dublin, which is prefixed to the professor's 
Gavaroxoyw and is dated from bis " delightful 
" recess at Portmore." There also he accom- 
plished the largest and most laborious of his 
works, the « Doctor Dubtomtium, or the Ride 
" of Conscience in ail her general measures ; 
** serving as a great instrument for the deter- 
** miration of cases of Conscience." To this 
grdat, undertaking he attudesin the following 
abstract from a letter toDr.Sheldon, who had 
given; his advice on the subject 

^ I am to thank you for the prudent and 

* Entitled " The Ephesian and Cimmerian Matrons, 
u two notable examples of the Power of Love and Wit. 
« In the Savoy, *<K9." • 

T 2 
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fc friendly advice you were pleased to give 
? c me in yomr letter, relating to my great un- 
" dertaking in cases of conscience. I have 
" only finished the first part yet, the Fracog* 
" nita and the generals ; but in that and the 
«• remaining parts I will strictly observe your 
" caution *\ 

To this letter there is no date. The remain- 
ing part of it mention* the discharge of a 
bond, which Taylpr had given to the Doctor? 
and contains expressions of gratitude and at- 
tachment to him for constantly assisting his 
condition and promoting his interest, . . 

Though some writers abroad had engaged 
in this subject, and some at home; yet so 
ma$y strange opinions had been broached, and 
false solutions given, that a work of this kind 
was a desideratum in divinity. It had' long 
occupied the mind of Taylor ; and he had 
now all the advantages of an uninterrupted 
and agreeable retirement to bring the work- to 
Completion ; which he effected, as he himself 
expresses it, "in- his study in Fortmorfr in 
Kilultagh, October the 5th, in the year 1655 : 

* MSS. donat.4t62, art. 194 
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but the publication of it was delayed till the 
year following d . It is dedicated to King 
Charles the Second j who was restored before 
the work r came out." 

In the preface he states, that not many of 
the reformed religion were found who were 
qualified or had leisure to write books of 
cases of conscience. " Some of the Lutherans 
" had indeed done something in this kind, 
" which was well ; Baldwin, Bidenbach, 
•" DedSkan, Konig, and the Abbreviator of 
" Gerard : some essays also had been made 
" by others ; Alsted, Ames, Perkins, and Hall 
" the eloquent and reverend Bishop of Nor- 
" wich." But yet there was great need of 
further labours in this department of theology. 
« We could not be well supplied out of the 
" Roman store-houses : for though there the 
" staple was, and many excellent things were 
41 there exposed to view ; yet the merchants 
" w6re found to be deceivers, and the wares 
" too often falsified." This he shews by 
many instances which he draws into view; 
and exposes the many defects that existed in 

4 It was published in June 1660, see Rennet's Reg « 
p. 193, in Loncl 
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moral theology, by subtle but false disputa- 
tion. " Beata arias qua? in vita hommm re- 
^genda iotam dkputandi ratbnem posmt." 
Blessed are the times in which men learn to 
dispute well that they may live the better. 
And truly it were much to be wished that 
men would do so now; endeavouring to teach 
the Ways of Godliness in sincerity, to shew 
to men the right paths of salvation; to 
describe the right and plain measures of sim- 
plicity, christian charity, chastity, temperance,? 
and justice; to unwind the intanglemerits of 
art, and to strip moral theology of all its 
visors; to detract all the falshoods and hypo- 
crisies of crafty men ; to confute all the false 
principles of evil teachers, who by uncertain 
and deceitful grounds teach men to walk con- 
fidently upon trap-doors and pit-falls, and 
preach doctrines so dangerous and false, 
that if their disciples would live according to 
the consequents of such doctrines, without 
doubt they must perish everlastingly. 

Taylor was conscious it was a great work 
which he undertook, and too heavy for one 
man's shoulders ; but (he argued) somebody 
must begin ; and yet no man ever would, if 
he were to be frighted with the consideration 
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of any difficulty. .He laid Mtde all consider- 
ation of himself, and with an entire confidence 
in God for help, he began this institution of 
moral theology, and established it upon such 
printiplea and instruments of probation as 
every man allows, and better than Which we 
have none imparted to us. He affirms nothing 
but upon, grounds of scripture, or universal 
tradition, or right reason discernable by every 
disinterested person, where the questions are of 
great concern, and can admit of these proba- 
tions : where they cannot, he takes the next 
m valuer the laws of wise commonwealths 
and the sayings of wise men, the results of 
fame and the proverbs of the ancients, the 
precedents of holy persons and the great 
examples of saints. 

He laid down for himself general measures 
to be as boundaries to the determination of 
deobts and the answer ' of questions ; and by 
observing these, his error, if any happened, 
must be very innocent. For in hard and in- 
tricate questions he takes that which is plain 
and intelligible, and concerning which it 
would be easy to judge whether it be right or 
wrong. In odious things and matters of bur- 
den and envy* lie adopts that part which is 

t 4 
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least* uoleis them were evident reason to tho 
contrary. In floors be. always chooses the 
largest sense, when any one is bettered by it, 
and no man is the worse. In thingi aarik 
Questions relating to men, he. gives those 
answers that take away scruples, and bring 
peace and a quiet mind. In points relating 
to God he is careful to speak that which is 
most honourable to the divine Being. In 
matters of duty he always chooses that which 
is most holy. In doubts he adopts what is 
safest. In probabilities he prefers that which 
is the more reasonable, never allowing to any 
one a leave of choosing that which is con- 
fessedly the less reasonable in the whole con* 
junction of circumstances and relative consi- 
derations. 

On Account of these principles he hoped to 
serve God and mankind. For these, being 
the points of his compass, which way soever 
he sailed, he could not suffer shipwreck* 
and if at any time he goes about, which he 
has avoided as much as he could, yet at last 
he arrives where he ought to be. For,ittd4fA 
in this whole aflair, he has proceeded with 
great fear ; as knowing that he who writesirf 
cases of conscience, in some measure gives 
10 1 
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laws to all that believe him : and no man 
persuades more vehemently than he that tells 
you, " This, God forbids j this God con*, 
mauds;" and therefore, he knew that to be 
mistaken m audi a subject were very fatal, 
and might do much mischief; but to be care- 
less or prejudiced, or partial, or flattering, 
or oppressive with severity, or unsafe with 
gentleness, were criminal in the cause as well 
as mischievous in the event : and the greatest 
security which he had that he had not spoken 
unsafely in airy man's case was, because he 
had prayed much, and laboured much that he 
might not at all minister to error or schism, 
to folly or vanity, but to the glory of God 
and the good of souls : and he had so deter* 
mined every case that he had in this work 
presented, as he himself would practise, and 
as he would account at the day of judgment j 
and therefore he desires his reader to use the 
same caution and ingenuity before he con- 
demns any conclusion, and consider, that as 
in these things it was impossible to please 
every man, igfi**vw h p,$y&\(n$ **& *8i7v ^«x«rov ;• 
so he designed to please no man but as he is 
a lover of truth and of his own soul. 

Plutarch in Solone, p. 102. Edit, Br. 
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The style that be here uses is unequal ;J 
the materials which he collects are sometimes 
new, and at other times old \ they are diffi- 
cult and they are easy; in some passages 
adorned with cases, and the cases specificated 
in historical passages, and in otters instead 
of these he recites an apologue, anddisgums 
a true narrative with other names, that he 
may not discover the person of whose case he 
is speaking : and in all things he minds the 
matter ; and supposes truth alone and reason, 
and the piety of the decision, to be the best 
ornament $ and indeed sometimes tire thing 
itself will not be handled otherwise. 

Ornari res ipsa negat, contenta doceri. f 

He was here to speak to the understanding, 
not to win the affections j to convince, not to 
exhort: and where he had no certainty in 
the case, or that the parts of a question were 
too violently contended for, without sufficient 
evidence, on either side, he was not very for- 
ward to give his final sentence j but his opi- 
nion and his reason j 

- Per verbum forte respondent sfepd periti. 
And yet he hoped that in some cases it 
f f Manilius, iii. 3p. 
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would be found that though he was not se- 
vere, positive, and decretory, yet the case 
itself was sufficiently declared, so that he who 
has occasion to use it, itiight oil those ac- 
counts determine himself! 

He has studiously avoided all questions that 
are curious and unprofitable; such as are 
only trials of wit, but neither ministers of 
justice nor religion, ■ > 

The things of God are plain and easy : and 
therefore he has rejected every thing that is 
not useful and intelligible; choosing only to 
make such enquiries by which we may be- 
come better, and promoted in something of 
our duty; 

Quid sumus, et quidnam victuri gignimur, ordo 
Quia datus, aut metse qua mollis flexus, et uncles, 
Quit modus argento, quid fas optare, quid asper 
Utile nummus habet, patriae, charisq' propinquis 
Quantum elargiri deceat, quern te Dens esse 
Jussit, et humana qua parte locatus es in re. * 

namely, that we may be taught how to know 
what God requires of us, instructed to salva- 
tion, and fitted to every good work. 

8 Perseus iii. v. 67. 

Learn what ye are, and for tfhat ends design'd, — 
Bound to what order, by what rules confin'd : 
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• But he desires that he who reads this book, 
will not expect in it a collective body of par- 
ticular cases of conscience ; for he found that 
they were infinite, and his life was not so \ 
and he should never live to write, or to under- 
stand them all : and if he should write some 
and omit others ; he should profit he knew not 
whom, ahd do gbod but to a very few, and 
that by chance only ; and it might be that 
their cases being changed by circumstances 
would not be fitted by his indefinite answers. 

He here offers to the world a general in- 
strument of moral theology, by the rules and 
measures of which, the guides of souls may 
determine the particulars that shall be brought 
before them ; and those who love to inquire, 
may also find their duty so described, that 
unless their duties be complicated with laws, 



Reflect how nice a task it is to steer 
Your course around the goal in life's career: 
How far t' indulge your wishes ; what to prize ; 
In the stamp'd coin what real virtue lies ; 
And what (since to himself no mortal lives) 
We owe our country and our relatives: 
How all are station d by the heav'nly Pow'rs, 
And what peculiar post is destin'd yours. 

v See Howes's transl. of Perseus, 
.Sat. in. 1.115. 
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and civil customs, and secular interests, men 
that are wise may guide themselves in all 
their proportions of conscience : but if their 
case be indeed involved, they need the con. 
duct of a spiritual guide to solve the difficulty, 
and state the question, and apply the re- 
spective rules to the several parts of it; for. 
though he ha& set them down all in their pro- 
per places relating to their several matters, 
yet when a question requires the reason of 
many rules, it is not every hand that can 
apply them : men will for ever need a living* 
guide ; and a wise leader of souls will by some 
of these rules be enabled to answer most cases 
that shall occur. 

For though lie has not given answers to 
every doubt ; yet he has told what we are to 
do when any doubt arises ; he has conducted 
the scrupulous conscience by such rules as 
in all difficulties will declare her duty : and 
therefore if the matter of doubt be in the 
reception of the sacrament of the Eucharist* 
or in wearing clothes, or in eating, the rule 
is the same «nd applicable to every matter. 
He has not disputed whether h sumptuary 

k " Sumptuary laws are laws made to restrain excess 
in apparel and prohibit expensive clothes," see Cowel't 
Interpreter. 



Digitized by 



Google 



a&6 THE tIFS OF 

Uws be actually obligatory to us in England 
and Ireland ; but be has told by what mea- 
sures we shall know concerning all laws, whe- 
ther they be obligatory or not, in any place, 
and to every person. He has not expounded 
all the laws of God, but he has told by what, 
rules they are to be expounded and under- 
stood. And because their rules have in-* 
finance upon all particulars, he has by way of 
instance and illustration determined many 
special cases: and he has been careful to 
choose such as are the matter of our usual 
inquiries ; and has been very studious >to draw 
into particular scrutiny most of the principal 
and noblest questions of Christendom, which 
could relate to the matter of his rule ; pro- 
vided that they were practical and could mi- 
nister to good manners ; having that passage 
of Lactantius in his mind, " Nan tamderebw 
" hmnsms bene meretwr qm seienUam heme <& 
" cendi qfferty quam qui pie et innocenter do- 
* cet vivere" 

. Such is the account given by Taylor him- 
self of thiy extensive and important work, 
which is alone sufficient to place rhis name 
amongst the most learned divines and most 
profound philosophers. . It is evident froift 
other parts of his writings, that he had Jong 
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fceei*ilnpre«*ed with the utility of such ft work, 
and had doubtless been many years in. collect- 
ing materials ; which at length he was enabled 
to reduce . into order and bring before tie 
world. 

Thq "Ductor Dubitantium" is the prod«c» 
Hoa of retentive memory and laborious re- 
search, of learning various and profound, of 
reasoning close and dispassionate. It i* the 
effort of a vigorous, an unbiassed, and cbn- 
templatiy^ mind j a mind " furnished with a 
" froly pfXe and guided by a divine coiw 

1 The Ductor Dubitantium was abridged and published 
in the year 1725, under this title, " The Rule of Con- 
" science; or, Bishop Taylor's Ductor Dubitantium 
" abridged. By Richard Barcroft, Curate of Christ 
" Church in Surrey, in two volumes. London : printed for 
" S. Billingsley, at the Judge's Head in Chancery Lane, 
" 1725, 8vo." It is dedicated by Mr. Barcroft to the 
Right Honourable General William Stewart, of whom ha 
•ays, that he had contributed largely towards building a 
church, intended to found a seminary for poor children, 
and was a benefactor of All Soul's College. 

The Preface, which is short, was written by Richard 
Fiddes the biographer of Wolsey ; and states the abridg- 
ment to have been made at his request, because he thought 
the. original work wanted its exuberances pruning; there 
being too many instances occurring in it of common 
place human learning. Fiddes adds, that not having seen 
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the abridgement before it wait to die preas, he dees sot 
know how it is executed. 

In the beginning of the second volume is a list of sub* 
seribers and a preface by Barcroft, wherein he states, 
i st. That he has preserved all the rules of the Dtkctor Du- 
bitantium, in the same order, and almost in the same 
words in which the Bishop has proposed them. 2dly That 
where any one case under a rule appeared sufficient to 
explain Taylor's meaning, he generally omitted the other 
cases; and for the same reason, he also commonly omitted 
his embellishments of learning and numerous quotations 
from other writers, wherever they appeared unnecessary 
to prove or explain the rule which he designed to establish. 

In the year 16J84 appeared a collection, of BpL Taylo/s 
smaller pieces, under the title of " Taylor'* Qpuscula," 
Containing the Treatise on Friendship, Five Letters to 
pertons changed or tempted to a change in their religion, 
and a Discourse, proving that the Christian Religion is 
from God. The last is extracted from the Ductor Dubi- 
tantium, p. 124, first edit. 
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CHAP- IX. 

from 1660 to 1663. 

"TPHE tide of public affairs was now on 
the return. The latter years of Crom- 
well, Eke those of other usurpers, were marked 
by fresh instances of tyranny. Those persons 
who were strictly attached to the Common- 
wealth considered him a traitor to the people; 
and, had they possessed the power, were in- 
clined to bring him to punishment. 

All parties in religion looked forward to his 
end as the moment of advantage to their, se- 
veral causes j for he kept them all in sub- 
jection: and the powers of Europe antici- 
pated the event with sentiments of equal 
warmth. So that his death, which took place 
on the 3d of September, in the year 1658, 
was received, both at home and abroad, as 
the signal of common deliverance.* 

• See Kennet's Collections. 

V 
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Meanwhile the legal heir to the crown of 
Great Britain was not unmindful of any torn 
of affiurs that was favourable to his cause ; 
and had assembled an army in Flanders, in 
readiness to be brought over to co-operate 
with his friends in England, 

After the death of Cromwell .the state ap- 
peared in all its wretchedness. His successor 
in the government was wholly unfit to rule. 
Religion was prostituted to the lowest and 
most wicked purposes. The parliament was 
divided, and was in consequence 'dissolved; 
and the army dictated and prescribed a com- 
monwealth* 

Amidst this distraction of the government 
the loyalists rose in Cheshire, and the people 
were alarmed by the return of civil war. But 
these exertions in favour of Charles were 
checked, and the parliamentary proceedings 
interrupted. A military council took the 
whole concerns of government into its own 
hands, and declared to the people its inten- 
tion of making " a thorough reformation of 
" the law, and to settle a due liberty amongst 
" them." To put a stop to a measure so 
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«agi*e $nd iaeflectoal, Monk, at that time 
General ia Scotland, interposed bis influence, 
*^4 by few wisdom a**4 firmness* gained the 
ascendancy- The king, availing? himself of 
the favourable prospect now opening upon 
him, commenced a correspondence with that 
distinguished person, which at length effected 
the restoration of monarchy and order on the 
ist of May in the year 1660, and the return 
of the king to London on the 29th of the 
-sapie month- 

. After suph $ cfejud of darkness and storm 
of d^ord, what , language can describe the 
renovating light of liberty and peace, which 
now broke in upon that more pure and re^ 
Conned part of tfie Christian churchy that wim 
established in this kingdom at the reforma- 
tion -, ^nd which, under the protectorate, had 
been driven into obscurity and put to silence* 
though she embraced within her pale learning, 
piety, and firmness equal to any church on 
earth. 

Amongst the first of her ministers Taylor 
quitted his retirement at Portmore, and came 
over tq co-operate with the measures of the 
Loyalists. He was in London early in the 

v 2 
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spring of the year. This appears from th» 
following declaration which he subscribed; 
and which manifests the temper and modera- 
tion of that party. 

1 660. — Tuesday, April 24th. A Declara- 
tion of the Nobility and Gentry that adhered 
to the late king in and about the City of 
London. 

" After the miseries of a civil war and the 
" many and fruitful attempts towards settle- 
w ment upon several interests and imaginary 
M forms of government, it having pleased 
" Almighty God, by unexpected and wonder- 
« € fill means to give these nations a probable 
**hope of being restored to those laws and 
* privileges, which have been transmitted t6 
4€ them from their ancestors } we do declare, 
* € that we think ourselves obliged, next to 
•«* divine Providence, to attribute this gracious 
u work to his Excellency the Lord General 
" Monk, who as he had the courage to assert 
"the publick liberty, and the prudence to 
** carry it on against so many difficulties, has 
** also had the happiness to lead us thus far 
■" through the wiHness of confusion, without 
4i passing the Red Sea of blood} and because 

3 
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" the enemies of the publick peace have eib» 
" deavoured to represent those of the king?* 
" party, as men implacable, and $ich as would 
"sacrifice the common good to their own 
** private passions, we do sincerely profits, 
" that we do reflect upon our past sufferings 
." from the hands of God* and therefore do 
"not cherish any violent thoughts or in- 
" clinations, to have been any way instru- 
" mental in them* And if the indiscretion 
" of any spirited persons, transport them to 
" expressions contrary to this our sense, we 
" utterly disclaim them. And desire, tb*t 
u the imputation may extend no fturther, than 
" the folly of the offenders. And we further 
" declare, that we intend, by our quiet and 
«« peaceable behaviour, to testify our sub- 
" mission to the present power, as it now re- 
« sides in the Council of State, in expectatrtin 
" of the future parliament, upon whose wi&* 
" dom and determinations, we trust, God wijJ 
" give such a blessing, as may produce a peiv 
+* feet settlement both in church and state. 

" And as his Excellency hath not chosen 
" the sandy foundations of self-government, 
" but the firm rock; of national interest, 
" whereon to frame a settlement ; it is our . 

* 3 
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^hopc and prayer, that when the building 
"* come* to be raised, it may not, like Rome, fc 
'" have the beginning in the blood of brethren, 
-* nor like Babel, be interrupted by the con- 
u fusion of tongues : but that we may all 
" speak the same language, and be of one 
u name : that afl mention of parties atod fac- 
u tiorts, and all rancour and animosities may 
" be thrown in, and buried like rubbish under 
11 the foundation.* k 



The Marquis of Dorchester 
The Earn of Northampton 
Devonshire 
Berkshire 
Dover 

Peterborough 
Norwich 
Cork 
Carberry 
Desmond 
The Viscounts Ogle 

Grandison 
Lumley 
Brunker 
The Lord BeHasis 

Loughborough 
Lexinton 
Brereton 
Lucas 
The Bishop of Kerry 
Sir William Compton 
t FraoeisVane 

Thomas Restwich, Bart. 
Orkado Bridgman 
Edward Pye 
Lewis Kirk 



b Subscribed by 



Sir Thomas Smith 
Robert Stapleto* 
William Coney 
Nicholas Crispe 
Hugh Oartwnght 
Sutton Coney 
Henry Chichley 
William Morton 
Edward Savage 
Thomas Armstrong 
John Stephens 
Humphrey Bennet 
William Howard 
Henry Wroth 
William Dacres 
Robert Msievory 
Gervase Clifton, Knight 

and Bart. 
William Thorold, Bar*. 
Thomas Corbet, Bart, 
Thomas Littleton, Bart. 
Arthur George 
Anthony Jackson 
Robert Butler 
; Georgf Morlpy, D.D. 
Thomas Warmsley, D.D. 
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- The king, taongrt the maoy : be fead fe 
reward, did not forget his father's Cbaplaiq% 
who had reraaiae4 unshakepi amidst the jqf* 
ling principles of the time, and npw can^t 
forward to join in the congratulations which 
were offered to the restored sovereign with 
unexampled joy. The see of Canterbury* 
vacant since the execution of Lapd, wasittled 
by Juxon, translated from the see of London* 
and Sheldon promoted to his place; and 
Taylor, on the removal of Bishop Lesiy to the 
see of Meath, was preferred to that *f D0W9 
and Connor. 

But though the project of promotion an£ 
honor was now full in his view* he was ao£ 
distracted from the prime object of bis life j 
the advancement of true and vital Chfi^ttaofty ; 



Philip King, D JD. 
Jeremiah Taylor, D.D. 
Thomas Howard, Esq. 
John Russel 
William Ashburnham 
Edward Villars 
Edward Penruddock 
William Legge 
Thomas Lower 



Herbert Price 
Thomas Panton 
RebertRotfeen 
Colonel Fretftwel} 
John Jeffries 
Adrian Scroop 
William Burg 
John Maynard 
Edward Roscarack*. 



See Kennet's Reg. and Chron, p. 12c 
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iftd in the autumn of the same year, during 
the time he was in England, and whilst he 
wai only Bishop elect of Down and c Connor, 
Re published " the Worthy Communicant ; or 
"a Discourse of the Nature, Effects, and 
44 Blessings consequent to the worthy receiving 
" of the Lord's Supper ; and of all the Duties 
w required in order to a worthy Preparation : 
** Together with the Cases of Conscience Ac- 
*• curring in the duty of him that ministers, 
* and of him that communicates. d " This he 
addressc&to Mary, Princess of Great Britain, 
Dowager of Orange, who was now in England 
in order to congratulate her brother on his 
happy Restoration, and who died in the De- 
cember following. She was the eldest daugh- 
ter of king Charles the First, and widow of 
Wffliam of Nassau, only son of Frederick 
Henry Prince of Orange, and was the mother 
of King William the Third. 

The beneficent protection which this amiable 
princess afforded to many of those who fled 

• Dr. Taylor was the thirty-ninth Bishop of Down, the 
fortieth Bishop of Connor, and the sixteenth Bishop after 
the union of these sees. See Ware's Catal. of Irish Prelates. 

4 It was published in 'August i66d, see Rennet's Eeg. 
p. 245, in Lonck 
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from their country dining the Civil War, and 
her obedience to the strictest rules of religion, 
was Taylor*s inducement for offering this 
work to her notice. The dedication is written 
under those strong impressions wh*)h, a 
Loyalist, who had felt the oppression of the 
times may be supposed to receive upon the 
return of order and peace. These urged 
him to a strain .of compliment that but ill 
accorded with the real character of Charles ; 
who is introduced into the Dedication as the 
brother of her, to whose virtues he is offering 
tie present manual. 

The style of this work is as elevated ad any 
of the Bishop's writings. The mind is not 
only instructed by it, but raised, *#d the 
spirit wanned and purified. As a specimen 
Of the truth pf this assertion, amongst many 
others, the following passage maybe selected. 
" That we may know where to find our Lord, 
" we must be sure to look after him ; he hftth 
"told us where he would be, behifld what 
" pillar, and under what cloud, and covered 
u with what veil, and conveyed by what mi- 
" nistry, and present in what sacrament } ,and 
" we must not look for him in the highways 
" of ambition and pride, of wealth -or sensual 
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"plenums these things are not found i* 
"the house of his father, neither may they 

* come near his dwelling. But if we seek 

* Christ, we shall find him in the methods of 

* vfcttie, and the paths of God's command* 
"meats; in the houses of prayer, and the 
«< offices of religion ; in the persons of the 
44 poor, and the retirements of an afflicted 
" soid: we shall find fasm in holy reading and 
41 pious meditation, in our penitential sor- 
"rows, and in the time of trouble, in pulpits, 
t*< and upon altars, in the word, and in the 
" sacraments : if we come hither as we ought, 
" we are sure ' to find our Beloved, 9 him 
4i whom our soul longeth after. 



44 Sure enough Christ is here, but he is 
<" here in every manner, and therefore is not 
44 to be found by every inquirer, nor touched 
•" by every hand, nor received by all comers, 
44 nor entertained by ewexy guest. He that 
44 means to take the air, must not use his 
" fiAgere, but his mouth ; and he that re- 
J < ceives Christ, must have a proper, that is, 
« a spiritual instrument, a purified heart, 
44 consecrated lips, and a hallowed mouth, 
"<a tongue that speaks no evil, and a hand 
44 that ministers to no injustice, and to no un- 
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* cleanness : for a disproportionate instrument 
" is an indecency, and makes the effect im- 
*• possible both in nature and morality. Can 
" a man bind a thought with chains, or catty 
" imaginations in the palm of Ms hand ? Cart 
11 the beauty of the peacock's train/ or the 
" ostrich plume, be delicious to the palate 
" and the throat ? Does the band intermeddle 
" with the joys of the heart? or darkness that 
" hides the naked, make him warm? Doe* 
* l the body live, as does the spirit ? or can the 
4 * body of Christ be like to common fbod? 
" Indeed the sun shines upon the good and 
u bad ; and the vines give wine to the drunk- 
" ard, as well as to the sober man : • pirates 

* * have fair winds, and a calm sea, at the same 
" time when the just and peaceful merchant 
" man hath them. But although the things 
" of this world are common to good and bad, 
M yet sacraments and spiritual joys, the food 
™ of the soul, and the blessings of Christ, arfc 
<*< the peculiar right of saints ; and the rites 
" of our religion are to be handled by the 
4 « measures of religion, and the thing* of God 
4 « by the rules of the spirit j and the sacra- 
" ments are mysteries, and to be handled by 
w mystic persons, and to be received by saints; 
" and therefore whoever will partake of God's 
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" secrets, must first look into his own ; he must 
" pare off whatsoever is amiss, and not with- 
" out holiness approach to the holiest of all 
" holies, not eat of this sacrifice with a defiled 
" head, nor come to this feast without a pup- 
" tial garment, nor take this remedy without 
u a just preparative. For though in the first 
" motions of our spiritual life, Christ comes 
" alone and offers his grace, and enlivens us 
V by his spirit, and makes us begin to live, 
" because he is good, not because we are, 
" yet this great mysterious feast, and maga- 
" zine of grace and glorious mercies, is for 
" those only who are worthy ; for such only 
" who by their co-operation with the grace of 
" God, are fellow-workers with God in the 
« laboratories of salvation. 

" The wrestler that Clemens of Alexandria 
" tells us of, addressing himself to his con* 
u tention, and espying the statue of Jupiter 
41 Pisaeus, prayed aloud : ' If all things,* O 
" Jupiter, are rightly prepared on my part ;* 
" if I have done all that I could do, then do 
" me justice, and give me the victory.* And 
" this is a breviate of our case. ' He that 
" runneth in races/ saith the Apostle, he 
" that contends for the mastery, < is tempo- 
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c< rate in all things •/ and this at least must he 
%% be that comes to find Christ in these myste- 
« ries j he must be prepared by the rules and 
♦•method of the sanctuary: there is very 
" much to be done on his part, there is an 
«• heap of duties, there is a state of excel- 
"lency, there are preparations Solemn and 
" less solemn, ordinary and extraordinary, 
" which must be premised before we can re- 
" ceive the mysterious blessings, which are 
«< here not only consigned, but collated and 
<$ promoted, confirmed, and perfected. 

" The holy Communion, br Supper of the 
" Lord, is the most sacred, mysterious, and 
41 useful conjugation of secret and holy things 
%€ and duties in the Christian religion! '" It is 
«« not easy to be understood, it is not lightly 
" to be received: it is not much opened in 
" the writings of the New Testament, but 
*« still left in its mysterious nature : it is too 
u much untwisted and m&ly handled bythe 
u writings of the Doctors, and by them made 
%i more mysterious ; and like a doctrine' 'of 
«* philosophy made intricate by explications, 
" and difficult by the aperture and dissolu- 
" tion of distinctions. So we , sometimes espy 
" a bright cloud formed into an irregular 
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« figure; which, it is observed by unskilful 
" and fantastic travellers, looks like a centaur 
* f to tome* and as a castle to others* some 
" tell that they saw an army with banners* 
" and it signifies war ; but another wiser than 
" Ins fellows, s^ys» it looks for all the world 
*« like a flock of sheep, and for etels,plenty ; 
" and all the while it is nothing but a shining 
" cloud, by its own mobility and the activity 
" of a wind oast into a contingent and inar- 
« tifipial shape : so it is in this great mysteiy 
" of our religion, in which some espy strange 
" things which God intended not, and others 
" see not what God hath plainly told." * 

Such is the language in which he intro- 
duces this subject j and he pursues it with a 
clearness of method and depth of learning, 
a richness of expression and warmth of piety, 
by few writers surpassed. Thpugh he has en- 
deavoured to 8ettheapaystery of the Sacrament 
in as clear a light *g he wfis able; yet he has 
lapsed into som? illustration^ which are un- 
necessary and offensive* . Th?y oomprehend 
tales of th$ religious, which may poss&fy be 
untrue; and which, if authentic, <pr«ve 

* Worthy Gommanicaot, p. 3. * 
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nothing: to his purpose. Bntafthovgi; these 
are no addition to the force of his reasoning; 
they are no detraction from it; and way with 
propriety be placed to the ta&td of the age ill 
which he lived, and to the examples of this 
kind which were presented to his view in the 
writings of the fbtheta. The mind is seUbm 
detained by sentences of . this description : 
they are as the cloud passing rapidly before 
the sun. In the next passage it k relieved 
from dissatisfaction, and the subject returns 
upon it with that combination of energy and 
sweetness, which the writer so eminently pos- 
sessed. This is well exemplified in the suc- 
ceeding section j where reducing his observ- 
ations to practice, he says, " Let no man be 
« less confident in his holy faith and persua* 
" sion concerning the greatest blessings and 
" glorious effects which God designs to every 
« faithful and obedient fcouA in th£ communis 
n cation of these divifie mysteries, by reason 
" of any difference of judgment whicM is ifc 
** the several aehoote *f GhristJanS'ttoncefnii^ 
^ the efitetsttftd eoft&equent blefcfcigfc cHf tfcfe 
*< sacramttit. BW all fo&t speAhomakVk 
"things of it* except wk*6rfpersd*s^rifl& 
" the scorners of religion : and though of 
« several persons like the beholders of a dove 
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"walking in the sun, as they stand in several 
" aspects and distances, some see red, and 
" others purple, and yet some perceive nothing 
" but green, but all allow and love the beau* 
11 ties ; so do the several forms of Christians, 
M according as they are instructed by their 
** first teachers, or their own experience con- 
" ducted by their fancy and proper principles, 
" look upon these glorious mysteries, some as 
" virtually containing the reward of obedience, 
'* some as solemnities of thanksgiving and 
" records of blessings, some as the objective" 
" increases of faith, others as the sacramental 
** participations of Christ, others as the acte 
" and instruments of natural union ; yet all 
"affirm some great things or other of it, and 
" by their differences confess the immensity 
" and the glory." f 

. He then pursues the subject through the 
several branches of examination, faith, cha- 
rity, and repentance; resolving, in his pro- 
gress, many casuistical questions of primary 
importance to all Christians and particularly 
to those who minister in holy things. And 
he employs the remaining chapters upon the 

' Worthy Communicant, p. 64* 
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preparation requisite for the holy Sacrament, 
and the " Comportment of the Communicant 
* in and after his reception of it. 1 * 
:-;r: ' , v r t' ; * ' i : " - ', • '- * 

f In the same voiuine with this treatise is 
jfrtiiite&ja Sermon preached by Taylor, at the 
ftn&al bf Sir George IMstone^, at Dabtone 
m .Cqniberiand, ; i$eptember a8tlv : 1 657, which 
noffisf amongst his most admired compositions. 
It/bppeareifrom the character here givenptbat 
SinQeoorgeT was d person of exemplary life, 
and that, after serving in parliament fof 
almost f forty y^ars^'iri wh\ch he was i|dt 
^ithgat distinction, in his latter years, vr# 
signing his estate to his son, he spent tire 
remainder of his life in privacy, and the ex* 
ercise of religion. ; 

** In the day of felling timber, the shrub 
F and the bramble are better than the tallest 
** fir, or the goodliest cedar ; and the poor 
?' saint, whose soul is in the hand of Jesus, 
" placed under the altar, over which our high 
"priest, like the cherubim pver the .propitia- 
« tory, intercedes perpetually for the hastening 

s *< of hiB- glory •, is better than the greatest 

* *. 

* Sir George waa not interred at Dsbtoni. 
X 



Digitized by 



Google 



£0$ THE LIKE OF 

** tyrant, who if he dies, is undone fi*r &mJ* 

* There will to every one of us come a timet 
" when we shall, with great passion, and great 
" interest, inquire how have I spent my days, 
« how have I laid out my money, how have I 
" employed my time, how have I served God* 
« and how repented me of my sins? And, 
«* upon our answer to these questions depefads 
" an happy or an unhappy eternity : and tiles* 
f sed is he who concerning these things takes 
V care in time ; and of this care I may, with 
44 much confidence and comfort, propound to 

* you the example of this good man, whose 
•'relics lie before you: a worthy msja, be* 
" loved of his country, useful to his friends, 
" fiieAdly to all men, carefiil of his religion, 
" and a true servant of God*" * 

Such wa? the character whose lot it was to 
be drawn by the band of this great master* 
w& seldom can there be found one more ably 
finished or deserving of imitation 1 . The 

* P. 424, 426. " Worthy Communicant."* The character 
which Taylor draws of Sir George Dalston is admirable. 

I In the game year witfedte publicati6n of the Worthy 
Coomiyucant^ BUhop Leslie brought out his Discourse of 
Praying with the Spirit and the Understanding, to which 
he prefixed a Letter of Taylor's upon the same subject, 
printed fc* London in quarto. 
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" Worthy Communicant" was his last work 
previous to his consecration. 

: . The church of Ireland had not been less 
subject to oppression than that of England. 
Hie people inflamed by the most calamitous 
of mental maladies, religious enthusiasm ; and 
led on by hypocritical rulers, under the &p» 
pearance of sanctity, had driven the chief of 
the clergy from their sees. And whifet ugurpa- 
tion was dictating oppression from the pol- 
luted throne, hypocrisy and schism w£re vo» 
ctferating blasphemy from the 7 ruins of the 
ihtush; 

In this interval, whilst religion had retired 
to the desart, many of the prelates died : so 
that upon the restoration, the king found 
three Archbishoprics, and eleven Bishoprics, 
vacant in Ireland. Dr. Bramhall, the Bishop 
of Deny, was immediately chosen successor 
to Usher in the primacy ; and letters patent 
were issued for the appointment of bishops to 
the other vacant sees. Dr. Margetson, Dean 
of St. Patrick's, was advanced to the Arch- 
bishopric of Dublin, and Dr. Pullen to that 
of Tuam. The Bishopric of Cork was con* 
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ferred upon Dr. Boyle, Dean * of Cloytie ; 
Elphin, upon Dr. Parker ; Limerick upon 
the Dean of Elphin, Dr. Synge j and Leighlin 
and Ferns upon Dr. Price, Dean of Connor ; 
•Waterfbrd was placed in the hands of Dr. 
Baker. Dr. Wild was consecrated to Deny j 
I)r. Lesley to Dromore, Dr. Worth, Dean of 
Cork, to Killaloe, Killala was conferred upon 
Dr. Hall, and Dr. Taylor #as elected to Down 
and Connor, made void by the promotion: of 
Df. Lesly to the see of Meath. *■ */ i ■ 

As soon as these arrangements were com- 
pleted, the royal mandate was sent to the pri- 
mate to proceed to consecration ; and on the 
27th of January, in the year i66o-x» *'^ith' 

the assistance of the Bishops of l Raphoe, 

... .. 1 

k The Bishopric of Kildare, one of the number, conti- 
nued vacant a few months longer, when Thomas Price, 
B. D. was preferred to it, and consecrated March 10th 
1 660-1 • 

*'t ) - " 

1 John Leslie, born in J571, Bishop of the Isles in Scot- 
land, translated to Raphoe, June 1st 1633, built the cas- 
tle of Raphoe, and was conspicuous for his loyalty td Ring 
Charles the First. He was , again translated to Cfa&hei, 
in June- 1 6 j5 1, where he died, aged an hundred years, 
having been at once Bishop and Privy Counsellor in Scot- 
land arid Ireland. 
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Kiimore m , and Ossory n , the ° ArcKbfehop 
consecrated the whole number of elected 
tnshops in the Cathedral of St. Patrick. 

The Archbishop, desirous that so unusual 
an event might be observed with a solemnity 
ahswerable to the occasion, issued these di- 
rections, for the better regulation of the ce- 
remony. 

" Whereas we have thought fit to appoint 

* the 27th of this instant, January, for 
the consecration of bishops, to the end 

« therefore, that the same may be so ordered 
' as decently as the dignity of so holy an 

* office shall require : we have thought fit by 
' the advice of our brethren, the bishops who 

* are to assist in that sacred administration, 
4 and with whom We have consulted in that 



• Robert Maxwell consecrated March 24th 1643, died 
Saturday 1 6th of November 1672. ^ 

• Griffith Williams, a firm loyalist, was at the battle 
of Edgehtll, as chaplain to Charles the First, having 
been advanced to the Bishopric of Ossory, 19th of June 
1641. He died the 29th of March 1672, in the eighty- 
fourth year of his age. 

• John Bramhall, consecrated Bishop of Derry May 
26th, ■ 1634, translated to Armagh the 18th of January 
1 660-1, and died June 25th 1663, aged 70. 
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«• btehalf to order, that the office of consecnu 
"tion ended, the anthem to that purpose, 
" composed by the Dean of St Patrick's, 
" called ' Quum denuo exaltavit Dominus 
" coronam,' be sung, as it here followeth." 

Treble Now that the Lord hath re-advanc'd the crown* 
Which thirst of spoil and frantic zeal threw down; 

Tenor Now that the Lord the mitre hath restor'd, 

Which with the crown lay in the dust abhorr'd. 

Chorus Praise him ye Kings. 
Praise him ye Priests. 

Treble May Judah's Royal Sceptre still shine dear. 

Tc*or May Aaron's holy red still blossoms bear* 

Treble Sceptre and Rod rule still and guide our land, 
and And those whom God anoints feel no rude hand! 
Tenor May love, peace, plenty, wait on crown and chfeir, 

And may both share in blessings as in care. 
Chorus Angels look down and joy to see 

like that above a monarchy* 

Angels look down and jcjr to see , 

Like that above an hierarchy. 

On this occasion the office of preacher was 
imposed on "the pious, eloquent, and learned 
" Dr. Taylor." He chose his subject from the 
twelfth chapter of St. Luke, and forty-third 
verse. The sermon which he then delivered 
was published p , by the command of the 

* Published in London for R. Royston, 1661, 4*0. See 
4 < The proceeding* observed in order to, and m the corv 

6 
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Lords Justices, and the Primate, and 11 pre- 
served ia the £fth edition of the Ew *uw. • 

In this able discourse he first concisely 
takes the same view that he had done on a 
former occasion, in his "Episcopacy asserted," 
concerning the pastoral office itself; and then 
proceeds to the duties of it, and its high re» 
sponsibility : which he enforces with all the 
weight that reason and scripture can give, or 
strength of language can convey- 

This solemn and extraordinary ceremony 
was attended by the lords justices and coun- 
cil, and general convention, with the mayor 
and aldermen, in their robes; and was 
performed with such grave and religious pro- 
priety, as left a deep impression upon the 
'minds of the distinguished congregation then 
assembled. 

1 Thus having, like the apostles at Jerusalem, 
received power from on high, immediately 



« <ecratkm of the torsive Bishops, at St. Patrick's church 
" in Dublin, the 27th of January 1660. By Dudley 
u Lotos, IXJDw London 1661,410." SeeAthen.Oxon. 
voL s. coO. 939* edit. 1731. 
X 4 
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•before their dispersion to the, several, ibqks* 
over which the Holy Ghost Had nuwte them 
overseers, Bishop Synge, a person worthy of 
their number and his office, delivered in 
Christ Church, in the presence of the got 
vernment and them, an able discourse, on 
those words of St. Paul contained in die 
beginning of the third chapter of the r Second 
Epistle to the ThessalonEans -, which of them- 
selves had the effect of a sermon, striking the 
minds, and raising the devotion of all who 
were present " Finally, brethren, pray for 
'•** us, that the word of the Lord may ha v£ free 
" course, and be glorified, even as.it is with 
••you; and that we may be deli^erted: ftcin 
** unreasonable and wicked meivfotf all men 
"lfafle not faith.' 1 And soon sifter t&sfea^ 
departed to his charge : Taylor havi%j pre- 
viously been sworn one of the Privy GoubriL q 

Whilst Taylor was thus raised to the Mitre 
in Ireland, his beneficent; patron, the, Earl of 
Carbery ^was 'constituted - Lord Pxeiidehtt of 
Wales, and removed to Ludlow castle, the 
seat of that government. Upon his appoint* 

ment to that office, he mfade Butte*' \m secrd- 

■».. • '• . \ : ■ . : .«.;\: -:■ a -» 

« See Bidfop Vesey't Life *f Bwutihttt, aid Kewiefs 
Beg- p. 365. ■ ", . / 
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tary and steward of the' cattle. Before the 
rebellion this was the residence of the Earl of 
BridgeWater, and had been the scene of 
"'JMKlton's Comus.** — It was now fallen into 
the hands of a nobleman of equal worth, and 
fostered a muse of equal vivacity. r 

His other noble friend, Lord Hatton, was 
received at Coufa with every mark of attach- 
ment, and having been sworn a member of the 
privy council, was appointed to the govern- 
ment of Guernsey. 

In the March after Bishop Taylor's conse- 
cration he lost his only remaining son, Edward, 
vho was buried in the church at Lisburn on 
the 1 oth of that month •. And about the same 
time, he was chosen Vice-chancellor of 'the 

r High as the burlesque may seem in Butler's incompa- 
rable poem, it id but a transcript of the mode t>f reasoning 
which prevailed at that time amongst the independent 
party ; t whose hypocrisy* and blasphemy cannot be con- 
templated by any religious mind without indignation and 
horror. At the same time a more striking lesson cannot 
W produced, against the indulgence "of .the wild opinions 
which led to jtuch. results, r t , And no Argument can carry 
with it such powerful conviction v of their inevitable and 
fatal consequences, as a reference to the plain history of 
those enthusiastic and rebellious times. 

» See the Parish Register. 
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University of DuhKn; an office wttchjie fetid 
till his death. On hk being elected to this 
situation, he ' addressed that learned body in 
a Latin speech, remarkable for its eloquence. 
But this instance of his ability does not seem 
to have been printed. 

The change that had taken place in the 
affiurs of Ireland was well received by the 
people of Dublin, and every thing conducted 
in such a manner as to shew respect to the 
government. 

The 8th of May in the year i66i f was fixed 
upon for the opening of parliament. And 
" the Lords Justices, which were, Sir Maurice 
" Eustace, Lord Chancellor, Charles Earl Of 
" Montrath, and th6 Earl of Orrery, and the 
" Two Houses having assembled, rode in 
" great state to the Cathedral of St. Patrick. 
" Before the Lords justices were borne the 
" Royal Robe, by the Earl of Kildare; the 
" Cap of Maintenance, by the Viscount 
" Montgomery ; and the Sword, by the Lord 
" Baltinglas. The people were not a little 
" rejoiced to see. themselves now fully repre- 

1 Alluded to in a Letter from the Rev. Ralph Nicholson 
to the Rev. Ed. Jones, Sep. 17, 1792. 
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« anted by so many worthy patriots, legally 
* called together by his Majesty's writ : but 
" that which made this proceeding most ac* 
" complished, (says the writer of this account) 
" Was to behold the Most Reverend Arch- 
"bishops and Bishops, by whose pious and 
« prudent management the church hath re* 
° covered much of her ancient reverence ; 
" several of her grand opposers being per* 
'? suaded to a high respect for her. Being 
M come to St Patrick's, they heard an excel* 
" lent sermon preached by the Right Reverend 
4< Jeremy, Lord Bishop of Down and Connor, 
u after which the peers went to the Lord's 
"House, and the Commons to theirs. The 
" latter nominated Sir Audley Marvin their 
" Speaker, and the Peers the Archbishop of 
"Armagh." 11 

On this occasion Taylor chose his subject 
from the fifteenth chapter of the First book 
of Samuel, and the twenty-second and follow- 
ing verse; and endeavoured to prove that 
obedience is the best medium of peace and 
true religion ; and that laws are the common 
term and certain measures of it* This ser- 

u See Rennet's Reg. and Chron. quoting " Public Ia- 
14 telligence," 4*0. No. 19. 
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mon v is the most finished of his compositions; 
and fbr liberality, vigour, and eloquence 
can scarcely find its parallel* 

H£ is addressing the Lords Justices, the 
Lords spiritual and temporal, and the Com- 
mons ; and he applies his subject to the peo- 
ple and their rulers ; referring particularly to 
those who had been most guilty of a breach 
of his doctrine in the late unhappy time. And, 
adverting to those persons who had to execute 
the law, he concludes in these exquisite and 
impressive passages. 

" God hath put a royal mantle, and fast- 
" ened it with a golden clasp, upon the shoul- 
" der of the king, and he hath given you tHe 
" judges' robe ; the king holds the sceptre, 
44 and he hath now permitted you to touch 
" the golden ball, and to take it awhile ihto 
" your handling, and make obedience to your 
44 laws to be duty and religion : but then re* 
" member that the first in every kind is to be 
44 the measure of the rest ; you cannot rea* 
*• sonablyexpect that the subjects should obey 
" you, unless you obey God. I do not speak 

♦ Loud. 4*a. 1661. j> 
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»* this only, in relation to your personal doty; 
** though in that also it woild be considered, 
" that all the bishops and ministers of religion 
" are bound to teach the saqpie doctrines by 
u their lives as they do by their sermons 5 and 
" what we are to do in the matters of doc- 
" trine, you are also to do in the matter of 
'" laws ; what is reasonable for the advantages 
" of religion, is also the best method fojr the 
44 advantages of government $ we must preach 
% u by our good example, and you must govern 
«* by it j and your good example in; observing 
" the laws of religion will, 'strangely endear 
" them to the affections of the people." x 

*"," Lastly, all the creatures. both" of heaven 
" and earth would perish if mercy did notVe- 
" lieve us all. Other good things more or 
" less, every man expects according to the 
" portion of his fortune : Ex dementia omnes 
" idem sperant", but from mercy and clemency 
"all the world alike do expect advantages. 
" And which of us all stands here this day, 
" that does not need God's pardon and the 
" kind's ? Surely no man is so much pleased 
" with his own innocence, as that he will be 
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" willing to quit his datm to mercy : and if 
44 we all need it, let us all shew it* 

Nature imperio gemimus, cum funus adultae 
Virgmis occurrit, vel terrft clauditur infims, 
Et minor igne rogi* x 

" If you do but see a maiden carried to her 
" grave a little before her intended marriage, 
" or an infant die before the birth of reason, 
" nature hath taught us to pay a tributary 
" tear: alas ! your eyes will behold the ruin 
u of many families, which though they sadly 
" have deserved, yet mercy is not delighted 
" with the spectacle ; and therefore God 
" places a watery cloud in the eye, that when 
" the light of heaven shines upon it, it may 
" produce a rainbow to be a sacrament and a 
" memorial that God and the sons of God do 
" not love to see a man perish. God never 
" rejoices in the death of him that dies ; and 
" we also esteem it indecent to have musick 
h at a funeral. And as religion teaches us 
" to pity a condemned criminal, so mercy in- 
M tercedes for the most benign interpretation 
" of the laws. You must indeed be as just as 
" the laws, and you must be as merciful as 
" your religion : and you have no way to tie 

x Juvwytfxv. 138. 
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fi these together, but to follow the pattern in 
" the, Mount; do as God does, who in judg* 
" ment remembers mercy/' y 

To give stiD further weight to the Protestant 
establishment, both Hbttses made a declara- 
tion, dated* the 17th of the same month, 
of the high estimation in which they held 
episcopal government and the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, according to the use of the 
church of England. 

Soon after this the Bishop preached beford 
the Primate at the metropolitan visitation of 
the diocese of Down. He had shewn in his 
discourse before die parliament, " that obe- 
M 'dience is the best medium of peace and 
* true religion $ and laws are the only common 
" term and certain ride and measure of it.' 
" Vocata ad concionetm multitudine, quce co- 
" akseere in popuhcm unites corporis nulla ri 
<*pr&teryuam legibus poterat,' said Livy\ 
"Obedience to man is the external instru- 

y &ma,f Ey&tofjw*, ft SUpptapett to the EwwmV , p. 71. 

* Kennet'p Regijrt. 449. 

* Vocata ad concionem tnultitudine, quae coalescere in 
populi unius corpus nulla re preterquam legibus poteraU 
Jay. lib. L c 7. 
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Anient, and the best in the world.** To 
which he now added, "that obedience to 
" God is the best internal instrument/ 9 

This subject he repeated before the univer- 
sity of Dublin in June in the following year,, 
$nd the Discourse was published * in quarto.* 
|t zb inserted in the, fifth edition 4 of the> 
Eifiauto? under the title of Via InteUiqentia* 
and is little inferipr to that last desqrib$4* 
One passage in it cannot, be too: irmch, r$- ; 
garded. " There is in every righteous man 
<ra new vital principle ; the spirit of G<?4 is 
V, the spirit of ^i&dom* and teaches us by 
? c secret inspirations, by proper arguments* 
•« by actual persuasioas, by personal applica- 
F tipns, by effects iand energies; and as the 
1« soul of a man is the cause of all his vital 
"operations, so; is th£ spirit of God t&elife 
" of th,at life, and the cause of all actions 
'? and productions spiritual : and the conse- 
«« <jiietice of this is what St* John tells u$cof, 
" * Y^ have received the unction from above* 
" and that anointing teacheth you all things :' 
" all things of some one kind j that is, cer- 
" tainly, i all things that pertain to life and 

* London, for R. Royston, 4*0. 1662. t 
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" godliness ; all that by which a man is wise 
44 and happy.* We see this by common ex- 
4< perience. Unless the soul have a new life 
44 put into it, unless ther$ be a vital principle 
44 within, unless the Spirit of Life be the 
" informer of the spirit of man, the word of 
" God will be as dead in the operation as the 
" body in its powers and possibilities. Which 
44 principle divers fanaticks, both among us, 
4C and in the church of Rome, misunderstand- 
" ing, look for new revelations, and expect 
" to be conducted by extacy, and will not 
44 pray but in a transfiguration, and live upon 
44 raptures and extravagant expectations, and 
41 separate themselves from the conversation 
"of men by affectations, by new measures 
" and singularities, and destroy order, and 
€t despise government, and live upon illiterate 
44 phantasms and ignorant discourses. These 
44 men 4 belie the Holy Ghost :' for the spirit 
" of God makes men wise ; it is an evil spirit 
'* that makes them fools. The spirit of God 
" makes us * wise unto salvation :' it does not 
44 spend its holy influences in disguises and 
44 convulsions of the understanding : God's 
44 spirit does not destroy reason, but heightens 
" it ; He never disorders the beauties of go- 
" vernment, but is a God of order ;• it is the 
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u spirit of humility, and teaches no pride ; 
" He is to be found in churches, and pulpits, 
" upon altars, and in the Doctor's chair ; not 
" in conventicles and mutinous corners of a 
€< house : He goes in company with His own 
* € ordinances, and makes progressions by the 
" measures of life ; His infusions are just as 
" our acquisitions, and His graces pursue the 
" methods of nature : that which was imper- 
" feet He leads on to perfection, and that 
" which was weak He makes strong: He opens 
" the heart, not to receive murmurs, or to 
" attend to secret whispers, but to hear the 
" word of God ; and then He opens the heart, 
" and creates a new one ; and without this 
" new creation, this new principle of life, wte 
u may hear the word of God, but we can 
w never understand it j we hear the sound; 
u but are never the better ; unless there be in 
" our hearts a secret conviction by the spirit 
" of God, the gospel itself is a dead letter, 
" and worketh not in us the light and righ- 
" teousness of God." c 

Upon the translation of Dr. Robert Lesley 
to the see of Raphoe, the king, by grant of 

c Atxaf E^i/9oAt/ua7o;, p. 84. 
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Ike 21st' of June, of the year 1661, com- 
mitted to the Bishop of Down and Connor, 
the administration of the see of Dromore ; 
which he held till his death. 

He thus received a fresh tribute of respect 
for his fidelity and superior attainments. But 
it was no desire of enriching himself that in- 
duced the Bishop to accept of this new 
charge. The dilapidated state of the church 
and ecclesiastical property at this juncture 
clearly evince his conduct to have been 
grounded upon a higher principle. 

Finding not on}y the spiritual affairs of this 
diocese in disorder, but the choir of the ca- 
thedral of Dromore in ruins, he undertook to 
rebuild it. It was dedicated to " Christ our 
" Redeemer." On this occasion his daughter 
Joanna presented the plate for the commu- 
nion; which bears the following inscription. 

In ministerium S S ttiysteriorum 

In Ecclesia Christi Redemptoris 

De Dromore 

Deo dedit hutniilima Domini 

Ancilla D. Joanna Taylor. 

In the same year he held a visitation at 
lisnegarvy j at which he issued « rules and 

y 2 
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" advices to the clergy of his diocese for thwr 
" deportment in their personal and publick 
" capacities/' 

Thus was he attentive not only to the out- 
ward condition of the church, but assiduously 
exerting himself both by hit own eminent 
example and admirable writings to regulate 
the charge reposed in him. The rules he 
directed to his clergy for this purpose form & 
very useful compendium of ministerial doty, 
and have been ofteti recommended by sub- 
sequent prelates. In visiting his diocese, it 
was his practice to preach to the congregation, 
and the substance of two sermons on the 
second chapter of the Epistle to Titus, and 
seventh and eighth verses, which he delivered 
in so many several visitations, is preserved in 
the fifth edition of the E^auro*, under the 
title of %€ the whole Duty of the Clergy in Life, 
" Belief, and Doctrine, described and ef- 
a fectuaUy pressed upon their Consciences," 
The former work is but an abridgement of 
the precepts contained in this, which are in 
general enforced with aH the learning, piety, 
and earnestness, which he so amply possessed, 
and which the subject so justly demanded. 
But in his warmth of persuasion to holiness 
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tome positions occur, which the church con- 
siders untenable, particularly those in the first 
part, concerning the effect of personal sins 
upon the validity of the sacred functions of 
Christian ministers : on which subject he pur- 
sues a line of argument that militates against 
tile tenets of the twenty-sixth article of the 
church of England* 

In the autumn of the year 1661 the bishop, 
foreseeing a vacancy in the deanery of Connori 
wrote to Cambridge for some able parson; 
who might fill that dignity. And the propo* 
sition bang made to Dr. George Rust* at, that 
time a fellow of Christ College ia that unit 
versify, he gladly accepted it : the situation 
being more valuable, in his estimation, by die. 
intercourse that it would give him with the 
" incomparable person, v?itk whom the offer 
"had originated." Dr. .Rust hastened his 
journey into Ireland, and arrived in Dublin 
about the month of August. 

The bishop, who knew how to„yalue a j>er- 
sen of his worth, received him :^ with much 
« rtspect and kindness ;" and foe *tts*prefrit^fl 
to .the Deanery, jt /jts' soon as it^w^VaraSi^ 
which was shortly after. _■ ,:;; » 

* 3 
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Thus a friendship commenced betwen 
these two great men, which continued with 
mutual warmth and admiration, till it was 
interrupted by death. 

• ■ Gratifying is this friendly intercourse * eri+ 
dently was to Dr. Rust,' it must have been 
equally pleasing to the bishop ; for the dean 
was, in every respect worthy of his regard. 
Joseph Glanvil, who knew him well, describes 
him as "a man of a clear linnd, a deep judg* 
'? ment, and searching wit : greatly learned in 
" all die best sorts of knowledge, ancient attd 
* ( modern, a thoughtful and diligent enquirer, 
'.' of a frfee understanding, and vast capacity, 
^Joined with singular modesty, and unusual 
.** sweetness of temper, which made* him the 
** darling of all that knew him : he was a 
v person of great piety and generosity ; a 
<*' hearty lover of God and man ; an excel- 

4 See Rust's Sermon at Taylor's Funeral. J 

e Rust was first of St. Catherine's Hall in Cambridge, 
and was a rnember of that Society, when he took his^de- 
gree-ofBacWor of Arts: which was in the year ^646. 
But be hkd YdmOted IdChtWl beta* ha commetfiBd 
ffaBt&t; t a% appeal* from- the register of the University, 
copied by Baker in his MSS. notes to Wood's A then. 
OiorfSn wfrfch George ftust is entewd u Art. Mr. C6& 
"€hr. 1650." '.';-'.., \i . - ., ' . / ....itf" 
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c * lent preacher, a wise governor, a profound 
'* philosopher, a quick, forcible, and close rea~ 
" spner, and above all, a true and exemplary 
" Christian. In short, he was one who had 
" all the qualifications of a primitive bishop* 
" and of an extraordinary man." 

This, Mr. Glanvil said not out of kindness 
to his friend, but out of justice to a person of 
whom no commendation could be extraya-. 
gant. Whilst Dr. Rust lived in Christ's Col- 
lege, he was highly esteemed for his eminent 
teaming and virtue* ; he was one of the first 
that surmounted the prejudices of the system 
that was adopted in education during the 
unhappy times in whicjr he resided in the 
university. He had to&' great a soul for the 
trifles of that age, and saw early the ilakedness 
of phrases and fancies. He outgrew the pre; 
tended orthodoxy of those days, and addicted 
himself to the primitive learning and theology, 
in which'Jie even then became a great master. 

In the latter end of the year 1 66 a, or beginning 
of the year following, Taylor published three 
Sermons, which he had preached at Christ's 
church, in Dublin. The subject of the first 
is, " The Righteousness Evangelical describ- 
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ed \" the second shews, " The Christian's 
* Conquest over the body of Sin ;" and the 
third developes " Fides formata, or Faith work- 
" ing by Love.'* These he dedicated to the 
Duchess of Ormond, who had been one of the 
congregation at the. time the first was de- 
livered, and had requested him to distribute it 
in print. She was the daughter of Richard 
Lord Dingwell and Earl of Desmond in Ire- 
land ; and is described as a lady of zeal, piety, 
and charity. She was at that time resident at 
Dublin in consequence of the appointment of 
the Duke her husband to the vice-regal go* 
vernment, on the 4th of October, in the year 
1661 : an appointment that was received with 
great joy. Kennet f records that hisyGrace 
" landed at Houth on Sunday the 37th of 
M July of that year, with the Earls of Ossory 
" and Anglesea, and a noble retinue :" th& 
House of Lords expressing their joy for his 
arrival, by the Lord Primate their Speaker j 
the Commons, by their Speaker, Sir Audley 
Marvin; the Lower House of Convocation, 
by Dr. Mossom, their Prolocutor; the Uni- 
versity by their Vice-chancellor, the Bishop 
©f Down and Connor ; and the Mayor and 

f ltegr.p.733, 



Digitized by 



Google 



JEtefcMY TAtLtfR. Jl| 

City, by their Recorder, who in testimony of 
their affection, presented his Grace with a 
bowl of gold, of the value of four hundred 
pounds, and the freedom of their city in a 
golden box* 

About this time the bishop sent into the 
world his xf* 1 * ****untxt % A discourse of 
confirmation ; to which he prefixed an epistle 
dedicatory to this nobleman, and thus repre- 
sents the state of religion in Ireland at that 
time* " Our churches are demolished, much 
" of the revenues irrecoverably swallowed Jby 
" sacrilege, and digested by an unavoidable 
" impunity ; religion is infinitely divided, and 
" parted into formidable sects ; the people 
" are extremely ignorant, and wilful by in- 
« heritance ; superstitiously irreligious and 
* incapable of reproof/* 

The discourse itself is divided into seven 
sections, with an introduction. The first sec- 
tiott treats of the divine original, warranty, 
and institution of the rite of confirmation. 
In the next he contends that this rite is a 
perpetual ministry. The third shews thafc 
imposition of hands for the giving of the Holy 
Spirit, Or Confirmation, **» actually cpntinufed 
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tad practised by all the succeeding ages of 
the purest and primitive church. Next, he 
Contends that the bishops were always, and 
the only ministers of Confirmation ; and that 
the whole procedure or ritual of Confirmation 
is by prayer and imposition of hands. That 
many graces and blessings are consequent to 
the worthy reception and due ministry of this 
rite ; and lastly, he treats of the necessary 
preparation and circumstances of receiving it. 

The style of this treattte is closer *nd less 
florid than many of bis other writings ; but 
the same command of Jearning is everywhere 
Conspicuous. He briflgfc out of his inexhausti- 
ble treasury " things new and old," and ap* 
plies them with irresistible persuasion, Drawn 
by his hand the cause of youth arrests cfur 
attention and demands our care. Who can 
read the following passage without the most 
hvely interest ? 



. "The uste.thfct I tfi&e of tWs notion is 
" principally^ to be an exhortation to all of 
a theurgy; that they take great care tocate- 
* chise all their people, to bring ypi children 
*f in Ihe, iiartutfe ; and adwcaiitiofi of tho;Lor& 
$ to prepay a holy seed for the lervjjse <$ 
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•«« God, to-cultivate the young plants and to 
" dress the old ones, to take care that those 
* € who are ijien in the world be not mere babes 
" and uninstructed in Christ, and that they 
" who are children in age may be wise, unto 
" salvation : , for by this means we shall 
** rescue them from early temptation*, when 
" being so prepared they are so assisted 
« by a divine ministry ; we shall weaken 
" the devil's power, by which he too 
"often and too much prevails upon unin- 
" structed and unconfirmed youth. For 
«< fwjov njj /3fga/«xrif oj^oXoyiaj Confirmation is 1 the 
" firmament of our profession ; but wepr*- 
" fess nothing till we be catechized. Ca- 
" techizings are our best preachings, and by 
"them we shall give the best accounts of our 
€ * charges, while in the. behalf of CJirist we 
4t make disciples, and take prepossession of 
46 infant-understandings and by thi$ holy rite, 
« by prayer and imposition of hands, we mini- 
u ster the Holy Spirit to them, and so prevent 
* and disable the artifice* of the devil; for 
" we are not ignorant of his devices, how he 
; « enters as soon as he can, and taking advatl- 
" tage of their ignorance and their passion, 
"" seats himself so strongly in . t^eJrJ^j^^aad 
"heads. \ , ,. .,\, ;x-> ■ *! - 
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* a 'Turpifi* ejicitur quam non admittitur 
" ho&th.*' It is harder to cast the devil out 
*« than to keep him out. Hence it is that the 
u youth are so corrupted in their manners, so 
** devilish in their natures, so cursed in theit 
%€ conversation, so disobedient to parents, so 
M wholly given to vanity and idleness ; they 
•* learn to swear before they can pray, and tp 
u lie as soon as they cm speak. 

- " It is not my sense alone, but was long 
i* since observed by Gerson and Gulielmus 
* € Parisiensis, Propter cessationem cmfthri- 
J « ationis tepiditas grandior est in jideUbus, et 
**Jidei defensione h j there is a, coldness and 
** deadness in religion, and it proceeds from 
« the neglect of confirmation rightly minis- 
u tered, and after due preparations and dis~ 
" positions. A little thing will fill a chad's 
f " bead : teach them to say their prayers, tdi 
"them the stories of the life and death of 
*« Christ, cause them to love the holy Jesite 
" with their first love, make them afraid of 
*«sin; let the principles which God hath 
" planted in their very creation, the natural 

* Turjiius ejicitur quam non admittitur hospes* Of id 
*De externum*, schism. •'■- *'" 
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* principles of ji#tiee and truth, of honesty 
" and thankfulness, of simplicity aqd obe- 
?« dience be brought into act, and habit, and 
" confirmation by the holy sermons of the 
*' gospel* If the guides of souls would have 
u their people holy, let them teach holiness 
" to their children, and then they will £afc 
" least) have a new generation unto God, 
" better than this wherein we now live. They 
" who are most zealous in this particular will 
" with most comfort reap the fruit of their 
u labours, and the blessings of their ministry j 
" and by the numbers which every curate 
" presents to his bishop fitted for confirmation, 
" he will in proportion render an account of 
" his stewardship with some visible felicity." J 

On the 1 6th of July, in the year 1663, he wai 
requested to perform the solemn office of 
preaching at the funeral of that great prelate 
Dr. John Bramhall K Archbishop of Armagh, 
and primate; from whose hands he had 
received consecration. The duty thtj$ 

* Sup 0oXo» ©to^oy wo* ; of confirmation, p. 3 1 . In tbe year 
1662 the sermons which Taylor had preached and 
published since the Restoration, a being eleven in num- 
" ber," were printed under the title of " A«t*<r £/a/3oX»/aoaqc 
" a supplement io the e»*vto^" 
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reposed in him he filled with his accustomed 
ability i\ choosing first to dwell upon the doc- 
trine of the Resurrection, and afterwards to 
introduce a well drawn character of the dis- 
tinguished person whose obsequies he WaS 
then performing; whom he represents as 
u a wise prelate, a learned doctor, a just 
w man, a true friend, a great benefactor to 
*, others, a thankful beneficiary where he was 
" obliged himself: That he was a faithful 
u servant to his master, a loyal subject to the 
*' king, a zealous asserter of his religion 
u against popery on the one side, and fana- 
" ticism on the other. The practice of his 
" religion was not so much in forms and ex- 
u teribr ministeries, though he was a great 
u observer of all the public rites and minis- 

* teries of the church, as it wias in doing 
w good for others. He was like * Myson, 
w whom the Scythian Anacharsis so greatly 
•*' praised, "O pio-wv fy faxw faya-ai xa\w$> he go- 

* verned his family well, he gave to all their 
u due of maintenance and duty ; he did great 
" benefit to mankind ; he had the fate of the 
*' apostle St. Paul, he passed through evil 
" report and good report, as a deceiver and 

k See Maximiu* Tyriui Digi. 31. Ed. Daviaii. Sect. 1. 
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" yet true. He was a man of great business 
" and great resort : Semper aliqvis in Cydonis 
* domo, as the Corinthians said, there was al- 
" ways somebody in Cydon's house l . He 
u was ft«j'|»v tov j3lov Sfytf xAi /8/j3x« m , he di- 
u vided his life into labour and his book ; 
" he took care of his churches when he was 
« alive, and even after his death, haying 
« left five hundred pounds for the repair bf 
" his cathedral of Armagh, and St. Peter's 
" church in Drogheda : he was an excellent 
" scholar, and rarely well accomplished ; first 
" instructed to great excellency by natural 
" parts, and then consummated by study and 
" experience. Melancthon was used to toy, 
" that himself was a logician, Pomeranus a 
" grammarian, Justus Jonas an orator; but 
" that Luther was all these. It was greatly 
" true, of him, that the single perfections 
" which make many men eminent, were united 
" in this primate, and made him illustrious* 
" It will be hard to find his equal, in all 
"things: for in him was visible ih# great 
" lines of Hooker's judiciousness, of Jewel's 

1 See Suidas under the Article 'Ai* t« b Kt&>w 

" Synesius says of himself, Ep. 57 Avx? *** &&*» *«* We* 
fAt^m t& 0io>. Taylor has it wlfa rb ftto» fa? *ou filfity 
qootfag niost probably from pempry. 
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" learning, and of the acuteness of Bishop 
" Andrews." n 

But independent of the character here 
drawn of this great prelate, the sermon con- 
tains other passages of admirable beauty and 
commanding force. Speaking of Christ's 
resurrection, he says, " this article was so 
" clearly proved, that presently it came to 
" pass that men were no longer ashamed of 
" the cross, but it was worn upon breasts, 
4< printed in the air, drawn upon foreheads, 
"carried upon banners, put upon crowns 
M imperial; presently it came to pass that 
" the religion of the despised Jesus did in* 
44 finitely prevail : a religion that taught men 
44 to be meek and humble, apt to receive in- 
u juries, but unapt to do any : a religion that 
w gave countenance to the poor and pitiful, 
" in a time when riches were adored, and 
44 ambition and pleasure had possessed the 
" hearts of all mankind ; a religion that would 
" change the face of things, and the hearts 
" of men, and break vile habits into gentle- 
" ness and counsel ; that such a religion, in 
44 such a time, by the sermons and conduct 

* Au»'$ £/u0b\ipofc, p. 113. a Supplement to Z*i*»tou 
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u of fishermen, men of mean breeding and 
" illiberal arts, should so speedily triumph 
" over the philosophy of the world* and the 
f € arguments of the subtle, and the sermons 
w of the eloquent ; the power of princes, arid 
*' the interests of states, the inclinations of 
"nature, and the blindness of zeal, the forcfe 
" of custom, and the solicitation of ps&skmsr, 
u the pleasures of sin and the busy att» i>t th6 

* devil ; that is, against wit and poweiy fca- 
** perstitkm and wilfulness, fame and money, 
« nature and empire, which are all the causes 
** in this Wtorld that can make a thing 4m- 
*' poss2biIe<j this is to be ascribed to the power 
" of God, and is the great demonstration of 
f* the resurrection of Jesus.''* 

« As for die rec&fling the wicked* froi»4&ei* 
*« graves, it is no otherwise in the setjsfc of 
<* the spirit to .be called a resurrection, thaA 
" taking a criminal from the prison «&< thfc 
*«b*r, is a giving of liberty. -When poo* 

* Attilius Aviola had been seised on by 
"an apoplexy, his friends supposing him 
" dead carried him to his funeral pit : but, 
M wben the fire began to approach, awdjhfe 

° Sermon at the Funeral of the Lord Primate. Supple- 
ment to the Ertavrof, p. IOO. 
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" heat to warm the body, he revived, and 
" seeing himself incircled with funeral flames, 
^ called out aloud to his friends to, rescue, 
" not the dead, but the living A viola from 
" that horrid burning : but it could not be, 
" he only was restored from his sickness to 
" fall itUp death, and from his dull disease 
" to a sharp and intolerable toi^nent. Just 
" so shall the wicked live again.; they shall 
"receive theif souls, that they may be a 
" portion for devils ; they shfcH receive their 
" bodies that tfeey may feel th* everlasting 
" burnings : they shall ape Christ* thaft they 
" may look on hvn whom they have pierced ! 
" and they shall hear the vofce of Qod pass>- 
" ing upon them, the ifttolerable sentence; 
" they shall comf from their graves that they 
f * jftay gcUftto hell ; and Jive again, that they 
?5 may di$.ibr;feve*. So have we seen a poor 
" condemned criminal, the height of whose 
*' sorrows $ittiftg heavily upon his soul, yh^th 
•* benumbed him irtfo a deep sleep, tiU he 
" hath foigOtten hi* groans, and laid aaide 
«*;his deep sighings ; but on a sudden .comes 
* the messenger* of death, and unbinds the 
"poppy, garland,; waiters the heavy cloud 
" that incircled his miserable head, and makes 
" him return to "acts of life, that tie may 
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u quickly descend into death and be no more. 
u So is every sinner that lies down in shame, 
u and makes his grave with the wicked ; he 
" shall indeed rise again, and be called upon 
" by the voice of the archangel ; but then he 
" shall descend into sorrows greater than the 
" reason and the patience of a man, weeping 
" and shrieking louder than the groans of the 
" miserable children in the valley of Hinnom. 
" These indeed are sad stories, but true as 
« the voice of God." p 

> Supplement to BwavT©*, p. 102* 
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CHAP. t. 

Prom 1663 to 1667. 

rLYLOR* though occmoaally engaged in 
controversy, possessed a fraud too irit&rt 
upon the brighter parts Of rdKgion* to enter 
voluntarily into disputation. But qualifications 
such as he ptos&e§sSd could not be suffered to 
remain uncalled for when the cause of truth 
and the interests of the church required their 
exertion. Errors, from which the church of 
England had been separated at the reforma- 
tion, still continued to be propagated and em- 
braced in the sister kingdom ; and called for 
animadversion: consequently, in the year 1663, 
he published " a dissuasive from Popery/' ad- 
dressed " to the people of Ireland/' The 
imprimature to the English edition, and 
signed by Dr. George Stradling, chaplain 
to Archbishop Sheldon, is dated the 15th 
of August of that year. It was printed 
at Dublin, by John Crook, printer to the 
King's Most Excellent Majesty; and re- 
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printed at London for Thomas Johnson, at tha 
Key* in St. Paul's Church Yayd, in the year 
following. , 

The task of writing this work was imppgpd 
upon tyro hy the bi&hpps of Ireland. And 
«♦ on this ftccwnt he had nothing left him J^uk 
" obedience ; though, as he hiins$Jf copfe^jps, 
" he found regret in the nature* of the em- 
" ployment ; for he loved not to be one of the 
** disputers of this world." " He locked upon 
«< controversy, when the questions are curious 
*' and impertinent, intricate, and inexplicable, 
€$ not to make men better, but to make a sect* 
" to be the worst sort of learning, an4 least 
« beneficial to mankind. But when t£>e pro- 
" positions disputed are of the foundation of 
" faith, or lead to good life, or naturally do 
*< good to single persons or publick societies* 
? then they are part of the depositujp : of 
* Christianity, of the analogy of f&thj j&i& 
« for thi3 we are by the apostle comuuaded to 
" contend earnestly* and therefore cqntroveic 
«' sies may become necessary ; but because 
" they are not often so, but oftentimes useless, 
« and always troublesome, and as an ill 'diet 
" makes an ill habit of body, so does the fie- 
" quent use of controversies baffle the under- 

z 3 
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" standing, and makes it crafty to deceive 
" others, itself remaining instructed in no- 
" thing but useless notions and words of con* 
" tingent signification and distinctions with- 
44 out difference, which minister to pride and 
" contention, and teach men to be pertina- 
" cious, troublesome, and uncharitable, there- 
u fore he loved them not* 

° But because by the apostolical rule he 
M was * tied to do all things without murmur- 
11 ing, as well as without disputing he recon- 
u sidered it, and found himself relieved by 
u the weight of the subject and great conse- 
u quence of the questions then in agitation. 
u For the questions were such as the church 
** of Rome declared to reach as far as eternity, 
" and damn all that are not of their opinions \ 
" and the Protestants had much more reason to 
" fear concerning the Papists, such as were not 
•• excused by ignorance, that their condition 
* was very sad and deplorable, and that it was 
a charity to snatch them as a brand from the 
" fire } indeed the church of Rome maintained 
" propositions, which, if the ancient Doctors 
" of the church may be believed, are apt to 
" separate from God." He instanced in their 

1 PML 2. 14. 



Digitized by 



Google 



JERUIY TAYL0K 343 

Mpetraddttion of articles and? propositions; 
derived only from a pretended tradition; 
and not contained in scripture. Now the 
doing of this, he declares, is a great sin; 
and a great danger. " Adoro scrtptufle plei 
" nihedmetn ; dixit. Si non est scriptum, 
" tmeat vw Mud adjicientibus out dttralicntibux 
" destinatum"* 

But as an additional reason for yielding to 
the solicitation of the bishops, he had ob* 
served amongst the generality of the Irish, 
such a declension of Christianity, so great 
credulity to believe every superstitious story, 
such confidence in vanity, such groundless 
pertinacy, such vicious lives, so little sense 
of true religion and the fear of God, so much 
care tp obey the priests and so little to obey 
the Almighty; such intolerable ignorance* 
such fond oaths and manners of swearing, 
thinking themselves more obliged by swear- 
ing on the mass-book, than the four gospels, 
and St Patrick's mass-book more* than any 
new one ; swearing by their father's soul, by 
their godsip's hand, by other things which 
are the product of those many tales, that are 

* Tertullian contra Hermagenem, c. 22. 
z 4 
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told thtm. They believed as their priest 
bide them, and went to mass which they 
understood not, and reckoned their beads 
to tell the number and the tale of their 
prayers, and abstained from eggs and flesh in 
Juent, and visited St. Patrick's well, and left 
pins and ribbands, yarn or thread, in their 
holy wells, and prayed to God, St Mary, and 
St Patrick, St. Columbanus and St Bridget, 
and desired to be buried with St. Francis's 
tibord about them, and to fast on Saturdays 
in honour of our Lady. These and many 
other things of the like nature he saw daily. 
* 

But he gives one particular instance of 
their miserable superstition and blindness. 

. He was, within a few months of the time 
at which he published this work, very much 
troubled with petitions and earnest requests, 
for the restoring a bell which a person of quality 
had in his hands in the time of, and ever 
since the (then) late rebellion. He could not 
guess at the reasons of their great and violent 
importunity, but told the petitioners, if they 
could prove that bell to be theirs, the gentle- 
man was willing to pay the full value of it; 
though he had no obligation to do so (that he 
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knew of) but charity : but this was so % 
firora satisfying them* that still the imports 
oity increased, which made him diligently 
inquire into the secret of it. The first cause 
he farad was* thftf a dying pefaop in th^ 
parish desired to have it rung before him tot 
ehurcb* and pretended he could not die iq 
peace if it were denied him ; and that tha 
keeping of that bell did anciently belong to 
that family from father to son : but because 
this seemed nothing but a fond and unrea- 
sonable superstition, he enquired farther, and 
at last found that they believed this bell catne 
from heaven, that it used to be carried from 
place to place, to end controversies by oath* 
which the worst man durst not violate if they 
swore upon that bell, and the best men 
amongst them durst not but believe them) 
that if this bell was rung before the corpse to 
the grave, it would help him out of purge* 
tory, and that therefore when any one died, 
the friends of the deceased did, whilst the 
bell was in their possession, hire it for the 
behoof of the dead, and that by this means 
that family was in part maintained. Seeing 
under what spirit erf' delusion tbofce poor soul* 
lay, how infinitely their credulity was abused, 
how certainly they believed in trifles, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



$46 THE LIFE OV 

perfectly relied on vanity, and how little they 
regarded the truths of God, and how they 
drank not at all of the waters of salvation, 
gave him much trouble* For the numerous 
companies of priests and friers amongst them, 
took care they should know nothing of re- 
ligion but what they designed for them, they 
used all means to keep them to the use of the 
Irish tongue, lest if they learnt English, they 
might be supplied with persons fitter to in-* 
struct them. 

This and many other evils were made 
greater and more irremediable by the affright- 
ment which their priests put upon them by 
the issues of ecclesiastical jurisdiction, by 
which they gave them laws, not only for re* 
ligion, but even for temporal things, and 
turned their proselytes from the mass, if they 
became . farmers of the ty thes from the nd« 
mister or proprietary without their leave He 
declares he spoke that which he knew to be 
true by their own confession and uncon- 
strained and uninvited narratives; so that as 
it was certain that the Roman religion* adit 
stood in distinction and separation from the 
Established church, was a body of strange 
propositions, having but little relish of true 
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primitive and pure Christianity, so it was 
there amoftgst the Irish a faction and a state 
party and design to recover their old laws and 
barbarous manner of living, a device to enable 
them to dwell alone, and to be populus tmkis 
laUi y ^a people of one language, and un- 
mingled with others. And if this be religion, 
it is such a one as ought to be reproved by all 
the severities of reason and religion, lest thd 
people perish, and their souls be cheaply 
given away to them that make merchandize of 
souls, who were the purchase and price of 
Christ's blood c . Such were the reasons which 
induced the bishops to take the part they 
adopted, and himself to be engaged in this 
controversy! 

The temper and spirit which pervade the 
11 Dissuasive from Popery," are of the kind 
that might be expected from a character of 
the most uniform piety, and one who had his 
subject at command. He expresses himself 
in language adapted to the various ranks in 
society for which the work was intended, and 
produces deep and extensive knowledge of 
the councils, the fathers, and historians of the 
church. 

c Preface to the " Dissuasive." 
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The subject is divided into throe chapters, 
and subdivided into sections. In the first 
chapter he shews " that the church of Rome 
# has propositions of its own, which are new 
** «ad unheard of i£ the first ages of the 
«< Christian church : whereas the religion of 
" the church of England is certainly primi- 
?«tive and apostolical." Then he proceeds 
to prove " that the church of Rome, as it 
" was at that day disordered, teaches doc? 
"trines, and uses practices, which are in 
" themselves or in th^ir true and immediate 
w Cdnsequences, direct impieties, and give 
«* warranty to a 'wicked life." And lastly, 
** that/the ehursh of Rome teaches doctrines* 
" which in many things are destructive 
«• of Christian society in general ; and of 
** monarchy in particular t both which the 
«* church of England and Iceland greatly and 
¥ christknly supports." 

The work was received with such general 
approbation, that it went through several im% 
pressions d . But thfc adverse party did not 
suffer it to reform long unnoticed ; and a vo- 
lume in quarto appeared in the year 1665, 
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written by Edward Woraeley % a Jesuit, of the 
family of Worseley, in Lancashire, entitled 
u Truth will out i or, a Discovery of some 
" Untruths smoothly told by Dr. Jer. Taylor, 
" in his Dissuasive from Popery." Otter ani- 
madversions were made upon it, by John 
Sergeant, a secular priest, in one of his ap- 
pendices to " Sure Footing in Christianity/ * 

These only urged him to enter more the* 
roughly into the subject, and produced " the 
" second part of the Dissuasive from Popery, 
" in vindication of the first part and further 
" Reproof and Conviction of the Romatt 
" errors;" published in the year 1667, with atl 
introduction: being " an answer to the fourth 
Appendix to J. S/ his Sure Footing; intended 
against the general way of procedure in th$ 
u Dissuasive from Popery." This did not 
appear publicly till after his death f , being in 

* Edw. Worsteus, — diu inter Protestantes, dbctr&a tX 
bfeneficio ecclesiastico eminuit^-et pravorum dogmatua* 
detect! falsitate, ad ea refot&nda aniihum adje£it«*- (J&l 
tuita e CoHegio LeodiensI) *Me Flortmi Anglfrdtatafrietttl 
LeocRi 1685, 4to. p. 53, 54— vide M$&. Baker, p. i8y> 
Athen. Oxoh. edit. Uhir. Lft. Crttafc 

f John Sergeant* > 

. t Rust's Sermon — another work appeared aft^r top, 
Taylor's death entitled " Contemplations of tt*e JStatt of 
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the press at that time. In the cours* of the 
work he also answers the observations of 
Edward Worsely. But his main force is 
directed against Sergeant ; whom he attacks 
in the opening of the work in a style of un- 
usual severity. 

" When/' he says, " our blessed Saviour 
" was casting out the evil spirit from the poor 
" (Jcemoniack in the gospel, he asked his 
44 name; apd he answered, * My name is 
" ' legion, for we are many.* Legion is a 
* Roman word, and signifies an army, as 
" Roman signifies Catholick ; that is, a grfeat 
u body of men which, though in true speak* 
" ing they are but a part of an imperial army, 

" Man ia this life, and in that which is to come," printed 
in Lond, 1684. seven years after his decease. In this 
piece the writer strongly contrasts the existence of man 
daring his abode on earth, with his future state ; and by 
drawing the same conclusion with the wisest of men with 
regard to the former, that " all is vanity," powerfully 
fixes the attention upon the substantial value of the latter. 
Prefixed to these " Contemplations" are two advertise- 
ment* to the reader ~ the one by B. Hale, D.D. the other 
by Robert Harris. From these we learn that the contents 
of the volume were put into the hands of a friend by Bp. 
Taylor with the view of publication, had not death pre- 
vented it. The authority of these advertisements, sanc- 
tioned by Anthony Wood, is that on which we rest, when 
we attribute this Treatise to Bp. Taylor. 
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"yet when they march alone, they can do 
« mischief enough, and call themselves an 
« army royal A squadron of this legion hath 
" attempted to break a little fort or outwork 
" of mine, they came in the dark, their names 
" concealed, their qualities unknown, whether 
«> clergy or laity not to me discovered, only 
" there is one pert man amongst them, one 
" that is discovered by his " Sure footing." 
" The others I know not, but this man is a 
'« man famous in the new science of contro- 
" versy, (a# he is pleased to call it,) I mean 
" in the most beauteous and amiable part of 
"it, railing and calumny ; the man I mean is 
"the *q atdafo, the confident, the man of 
" principles, and the son of demonstration j 
" and though he had so reviled a great 
" champion in the armies of the living God, 
" that it was reasonable to think he had cast 

" forth *r£vra ru /StAjj rS «rowjjS t<x mm>fo&p,iva f all 

" the fiery d»rts of the wicked one ; yet I find 
" that an evil fountain is not soon drawn dry, 
" and he hath indignation enough and reviling 
" left for others, amongst whom I have the 
" honour not to be the least sufferer and 
•« ^ffer .in the persecution. He thought no£ 
" fit to take any further notice of me but in 
" an Appendix ; .the viper is but little, but it 
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« is a viper still, though it hath more tohgug 
" than teeth. I am the more willing to quit 
" myself of it, by way of Introduction, be- 
" cause he intends it as an organum Catko- 
" ticum against the general way of the proee- 
f< dure which 1 have used in the " Dissuasive;" 
" and therefore I suppose, the removing this, 
" might hotfAi^m riv «o*, make my way 
" smoother in the following discourses/* 11 

Having in the Introduction examined the 
eight objections of his adversary, he etiteiS 
upon the body of the work ; and divides it 
into two books. The first of which contains 
eleven sections* and the second sevfen. : Itt 
these he treats of the church > shewing t&dt 
the chttrch of ROttie relies upon tto ceittitt 
foundation fbt her M\h \ that tfcte holy Scrips 
tures are sufficient to salvatioto* which is th6 
great foundation and grdund of thfe ftftfteataiit 
religion : next he cotiaid^rs tradition thdt 
there is nothing of fteteessity to bebeMfe^ed; 
Which the apostolical churches did net b6- 
lieVej that the church of Rodte prefe&cte 
to a powe* of ifitrodiicing into the^ofcfessSons 
of the church, new artietes of Mth», and en- 
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deavours to alter and suppress the old Catho- 
lic doctrine. • Then he entersi upon the ex«* 
purgatory indices in the Roman church, the 
undbaritebleness of the church i.tff Rome in 
judging of others;, the insecurity of the 
Roman religion, arid thatthe church of R<we 
teaches for doctrines the commandments of 
meri. Aftocliushe treats of the Seal of cpn- 
ffeaaioi* 5 i^imposkig auricular confession upon 
bonscienjces, without authority from Gk>d ; of 
ittdulgericies, of purgatory, ofLtrat*$ubstan|fc 
ation, of half communibftV of the $oriptures 
arid service in an unknown tongue, of the 
woarditp of images, ; of depicting God the 
Eafcheri And (the, holy Trinity, and With thitf h$ 
Biamiaseia the subject. ! . i ?'■' ' 

-.The latter part of this treatise is addressed 
to gerieral cortsideration :; the forma: is more 
immediately directed to the people of that 
kingdom, in which he filled, a high and digf 
nified situation/: That he duly i estimated th6 
aacred trust committed W him, appears &'; a 
Variety of instances.; but on no oecaakHicis it 
more strongly Expressed than m the emphatic 
sentence with whifch he doses the first part of 
this Dissuasive. " Behold we set before you 
" life and death, bleseiixg and cursing, safety 
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M flHd danger, chuse which you will t bmt n* 
" member tbat the prophets who are among 
* you, have declared to you the way of sal* 
** vation. Now the Lord give you under* 
«* standing in all things, and reveal even &m 
m also unto you* Amen." 

Having distt&sed these subjects, the Bishop 
allied his wited to othetr 
his temper and habits, the cotmderaticm and 
practice &f piety ; and beg*n " A discourse 
" of the Beatitudes/* 4 

But He 1*0, Willi such weight of urgwoent 
had defended the tease of tnrth; He who 
with unexampled eloquence, had displayed 
to man the grounds of happiness ; He who 
feith such moving accents had forewarned the 
world of the incessant march of death by the 
tmcejtftiftty *rf life, was now to ratify his word 
by his own example. Thus engaged, whilst 
his mind was intent upon those gracious words 
of his Saviour, * Blessed are the poor in 
*' spirit, for theius is the kingdom of heaven," 
he was summered to practise his o?m advice : 
* Say m -more, but when God csfis, lay aside 

* Bp. Rust's Berm. 
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v tbjf f agar* aod&rst dress thy serf, tod drat 

* ■ r 

On the 3d of August ! in th$ year 1667, at 
tbe Jge of fifty^U, he was attacked by a 
&¥#&; ttJucb, aftw -mtiiiwqg te*i <£*y* put 
* period to hie $xft«pla*y life, and deprived 
$# jpiMtif sne of $foe btifht^ ornaqfoente 
it th^peasegftgd, Hs expired at Li$burooa 
tbe t ijtfeflf thft,i»f«© mmth : ami on th$ ajs| 
&» pegM**^ ?&?# removed to Droeiore, a?)4 
d&pfittted in j&e choir of that oatiiedipk 

, Qft &$ ga4 qftQattft** (sad to 9]} the lovers 
of religion and learning,) his firm friend atti 
warm admirer, Dean Rust, was chosen to 
pwfbrm tlw Uat wi^n (iffiw to his deceased 
&4he$f wd firiand ^ wd he preachy wok » 

- KSe*i^ HWly Bjing/' €.3. s.4. p. 108. Edit* Land. 

*#* ; ..■•>. . , ,...-. .: .'/.--. 

1 £fc? Ware's Comni*atary qf Irjsh #isboj>?, ;(0njjL 1705, 
p. 46. 

m Glanvjlle, who gives this account, uses the word fa- 
ther in this place, as it is usually applied to the ancient 
eeelesiartieal wtttew, and not in reference to iny Fetation* 
ttfp bttpjegn »JJp. Xayle* ^n4 Or- HmU \ 8*e ft tetter #**. 
cerning the subject and the author of a. Discount of 
Truth/ by trie Rev. Dr. Rust; late Lord Bishop of pro- 
more to Ireland* Load. Wfca; 
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sermon as became this extraordinary persoir 
and himself; a sermon, which* hi expression 
and pathos has seldom been surpassed. 

In this he entered largely into the character 
of the deceased, and shewed that the mind 
of this' extraordinary man was ardent, aa<^ 
discerned every thing through colours warm, 
clear; and splendid. As a writer he was co- 
friofts, energetic, and profound. Many pas- 
feagesr in bis works are conceived with such 
aptitude, and expressed with such exactness, 
as demonstrates how quickly he caught, and 
with what accuracy he observed, the beauties 
af the a&ktkm. : * 

J- As a divine* it^riajptjwtiy be said 'of hka t 
that he boldly rebuked vice, and courageously 
defended the principles of the church of 
England,: though . certain danger to; his inte- 
rests and his person was thte consequence, 
Afc it ^Christian he was' devout and exemplary, 
as a parent careful aAd tender, as a friend 
warm arid invariable, as a subject faithful and 
unshakeu even in poverty and distress. He 
combined in his character qualifications but 
barely met f with in any age : for be was a man 
of lively genius but iii^iuiiBg j^iaptej of 
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large capacity, but incessant labour ; of the 
greatest attainments, but unaffected humility: 

As no man was more capable of giving a 
faithful character* of Bishop Taylor than; Dr. 
Rlrst himself, it is in vain to attempt an im* 
. jprovement upon thie r record ha' has preserved 
e£ it. " Thei subject indeed could hardly be 
}ft reached by any expressions, for this- prelate 
4* was none of God's ordinary works ; hiscn- 
" dowments , were so many, and so gcdafr, 
" as really made him a miracle. 

< : *« Nature had befriended hiiln mnilv ;in his 
^i constitution ; for he Was a person of a most 
** sweet and obliging humour,' of great* cari- 
." dour aiid' ingenuousness j and there was so 
** much salt -and fineness of wit and pret- 
u tineas of address in his familiar discourses, 
" as made his conversation have all the plea- 
♦" santness of a comedy, and all the usefulness 
.«* of a sermon : his soul was made up of har- 
M mony, and he never spake but he charmed 
"his hearer, not only with the clearness 
" of his reason, but all his words, and his 
M very tone, and cadences were unusually 
* musical* 

a a 3 
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♦ « But that which most of *H captivated 
« and ravished his heaters was the gaiety and 
" richness of his fancy ; for he had much in 
" him of that natural enthusiasm tint inspires 
" all great poets and orators ; and there was 
*i a generous ferment in his blood and Spirit*, 
u that forcibly excited 1» imagination and 
«f raised it to .such a degree of luxnri&ncy, as 
" nothing but the greatness of his ufit and 
"judgment could have kept, withiiv; due 
*1 bounds- ' . ,i> " 

" And indeed it was a rare mixture, and 
" a single instance, hardly t6 be fouttd^in an 
" age ; for the great tryer off wits has told u$ 
"that theffe is a peculiar and several. com*. 
" plexion, required for wit, and judgment, 
«« andi&ncy ; and yet yta bright have found 
" all these in this great personage, in their 
" eminence and perfection. But that which 
" made his wit and judgment so considerable, 
" was the largeness and freedom of his spirit, 
" for truth is plain and easy to a mind d*sei*- 
4t tangled from superstition and prejudice; 
€t he was <>ne of the, 'Exkmkxo), a sort of bold 
" philosophers that Laertius speaks of, that 
" did not addict themselves to any particular 



Digitized by 



Google 



JEE1MT TAYLOR. 55J 

* sect, tot i ng emg u aly,BOught for truth among 
«# all the wrangling schools ► and they found 
"hep miserably torn and rent. to pieces> and 
u pjtrpeU&d. into rag* hy thti several con- 
"tending parties, and so disfigured and 
ffjinj^apengd, that it was hard ta know her ; 
.!' bat tfeqy;made* shift to gather up her acat* 
"tcred Jimhs, which as soon as they came 
♦? together, ^ by a strange sympathy -iaind con* 
" naturalness, presently united; into a lovely 
^ knd. b&ratiftd bodyw This was the spirit of 
U this great man ; he weighed men^ reasons; 
" and not their names, and was not scared 
f witkthe ugly visors xspCL usually put upon 
<^ pfcraoim they hate* and opmdns they dis- 
i* like % \ toot affrighted with the anathemas and 
*' execrations of an infallible chair, which he 
"looked upo^only as biigJbtears to terrify 
"weak and childish minds. H$ considered 
^ih^t it lis not likely any one party should 
^.whirily engrpes truth to themselves; that 
4 < obedience is the only way to true know* 
"(H ledge ; (an argument that he has managed 
4 <; rarely well, in that excellent sermon of hid, 
« which he calls, ' Via Intelligentia,') that 
♦* God always, and only teaches docible and 
" ingenuous minds, that are willing to hear, 
" and ready to obey- according to their light ; 

A A 4 
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"that it isjim^Wsibk, k pore, hutiibl*; f*i 
V. zigriedy goti;like soul, should be kept m£ 
a of Jbtewen, whatever mistoke? itmigbt'te 
^ subject to in thi^ stele of mortal ? *l$at 
^ the desigh of tea van. is not to ^ftimeft'tt 

V heads, : ami 'feed their curiosities, bat -ttt 
«• hatter t|ieir hearty and mend ti&fo li#k& 
4< Stich don8iderations as these, niad# lidm 

V ins partial in his disquisitions, and g^J U 
Viiue allowanbe to the- reason ,cf his. advert 
^.3&fy, a«d, contend for > truth, ftnd nit fof 

" Antprdinary diligence would, be 1 aUa/ to 

.•J, make great improvement upon. such <a stock 

f of parts and endowments j but to tl^ese ikd*- 

^•Iviritages ."of nature, and exedienfae of hfe 

«;apmt, ;he addsd an indefatigable indkwtty; 

/A moid God gave a plentiful beiiediirtiob : ^ 

:<f ;tb£re werf v*ry few kinds Df learning, 'bat 

j^.he :wa$ia.Mystes^ and a gc^atimifefcw ift 

Jf< ithestn^i be was an excellent < humanist, add 

:f highly versed j in, all. the polity ;pa$sl of 

4< karning; and had thoroughly digested i all 

" the $ncient>m©tali&ta, Greek and Eobiat), 

" poets and orators $ and Was not unacquainted 

," with the refipod^wite<>f ( tlifel8ter;ag«8i wbe- 

•f th$r, French QxJto&m*< .do oj v.'-* n ;« - - 1 
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**>He hadnot only the accompWimcitts of 
" a gentleman, but so universal <were hi* 
w parts, that they were proportioned t6 wtery 
" thing; and though his spirit andlramour 
" were made up of smoothness and gentle- 
"aessj yet iie could bear with the harshness 
'< and .roughness of the schools ; and was not 
ft unsedn m< thfeir siibtilties and: apinositiks; 
^ and upon i occasion could mafee thei» servfc 
Khis piirp9sd; -iy-et, I ^believe, he ifliou&ht 
"jsaany > oft thbmvery^ near akin to the fambitt 
" knight of ; Laf Mandba, . and i wdtddf iinake 
4< isporti:ns0fiietanes iwith :the IroniaritLC 1 '«oa 
* phi»try^>andiiafttastic adventures of sahfcofc 
,«^em»fcry. His skill was gueat, both incite 
« civil . and canon . law, and : fcastristtcfel od*. 
" vinity ; and he was an! admirable condjidtdr 
" of souls, and knew how to counsel and to 
" advise; to solve difficulties, dietKbrnine cases, 
•J? and / quiet . consciences* f . ;He was no ndvice 
\i'in Mt. Sergeant's science of Controversy-; 
Mbab cduld manage an arglIm€plt^andslfe. 
« i partees with wonderful dexterity 5 He utt- 
'.» derakdod What the several parties in Chris- 
f'tfcndoiri have to; say. far themselves, . ami 
u could Jalead their cause to better advantage 
"than a^y: advocate of itheir tribe- pfldwhen 
H hei had done i lie could coqfcta them tod j 
10 
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** and shew, that better alignments thait€*er 
« they could produce for. themaeh**, would 
** sAbrd no sufficient; gnmnd for tikeir fend 



" It mould .be too: gteiHi* task to ptnaue 
*his actompjiahmenta through . the various 
<< kinds irf literature : ■< tt shall content myself 
* to add *mly his gr«a* acquaintance, fwirii 
H the &thdrs f and ecdesitetical writers, sfad 
$ the dntitoHBi of: the !. first and purest ages 
^both; of .the Gseek andrXatia icfcureh; 
^ which he haa made use of againat the 
** Romanists, to vindicate the church' rf 
** England frbm (he chaEengiei)f hnmratfoft, 
^andftrow her to be truly ancient, catho- 
•fciic^ and apostolical* ; j .. ; /;.•! 

" But religion and virtue is the; orewns of 
4* all other accomplishments ; and it whs the 
** gjoryijrf this great mah^ to he thought & 
-V QwuH&k and whatever you added to it, he 
-?f looked tfpoo as a temn of distinutions fnd 
-«* ylet be was a zealous son of the church of 
"England $ but that was because be judged 
J* her (and with great reason) a church the 
^.moet:;puoeLy Christian of any in the vorM. 
^JnJiia: younger years he met *ith stand es- 
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* s^ks fro** #opery j and the high preterit 
«*stons ^ ihwif Religious Orders were very 
" accommodate to his devotional temper : Init 
" he wte always so much master of himself, 

* that lig would never be governed by any thing 

* bbt reason, and the evidence of 'trttth, which 
u engaged him ift tlie study <jf -tlttM contro- 
" versies; and' to how good a $ut$ote thfc 

* worfd ls f * sufficient wftftess* Tfce totigier, 
« |: and^lte *^re he *onside*ed, the worse -H^ 
* r lfted th^ Roman cause^ and became at last 
«* to ceristete them with some severity* - u 

^ftrt Religion is not * matter of tlttefy 
tt atitf orthod6x notions j and it ; is Hdt 
u enough to believe aright, but we must pj£& 
"tise accordingly; and to master our pas'- 

* sions, to make a right use of that t*n$i*A& 9 
4k and power that God has given us ove* out 
«' r owtt actions, is a g*eatetf glory than all othet 
** accomplishments that dan adorn the mind 
«*of nian: and therefore, I fthaU close my 
" character of this great personage, by tottcft- 
** iftgftrpon some of those virtues, for which 
" his memory will be precious to all posterity. 

"Be waq a person of great humility; and not- 
" withstanding his stupendous parts, learning 
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• 
if j wd enktikence df place, he tad w)tbiBg i». 

l^hun of pride) tod* humour, butwfts courteous, 

;« (tffcble, and of easy access, ami would lend 

f*:p, ready ear tft the complaint^ eyw to the 

* iirtpertinencies, of the meanest people. IJis 

ff JiftmUity \*&s coupled with , extraordinary 

56 piety ; *nd, I believe, be spent the greatest 

?Vpast of his time in Jt^aven ; his solemn 

" hpujjs o£ prayer jtocfc up a considerable pp*. 

#!t#m of his life j s^od we, are not to doubt* 

5? Jtot.h)5.fe*d le&rned of St, Paul to f pray ,<xra* 

« tinually,; <aj*d thftt occasional ejaculations* 

" and frequent aspirations, and emigrations 

*« *£his soul pfter God* ma4eflp tjtje lj?$ part 

&?ef ;fcis tdef otipns. Bitfi/fheywas'nat «%a 

#«good man it*, his duty to Gp& <tye was also 

tf.epme to, the top of St. I^ter/£ gradat$on» 

,^Abd to all his other virtues ad^ed a large 

■f^and diffusive charity: and whoever com- 

-ff f»res his plentiful income, with the incon* 

*<siderable estate he left at his, deajthv will 

f 1 be easily conyineed that charity was s$ew* 

41 $rd for a great proportion of. his revenue. 

i1* But the hungry ttiat he fed* the naked that 

.v; :, .' 4 i.--.«{ '.!'. '\> -., ' ' - /■ * Li. 7 v; •' ■ 

* Ware says that he was so very charitable, that, saving 
to his three daughters their moderate portions, he distri- 
buted all the test J io the poor. Catal. of Irish Prelates, 
p.46. ! ■- >' " * ♦ ' r ; .u-«. ; 
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« he cloaked, the distressed thiat he supplied;- 
«* and the fatherless that he- provided f<& j the 
"poor children that he put to apprentice,' 
'5 brought up at school, and maintained at* 
"the university, could npt fail to procliinr 
*< that charity which he .dispersed witto ihisr 
"right hand, but of which he would not saif- 
" fer his left hand to have knowledge* 



> " To sum up all, this great prelate had the 
"good humour of a gentfett»n,the eloquence? 
14 of an orator, the fancy of a poet, the aerate 
" ness of a schoolman, the profoundness of a 
" philosopher, the wisdon^of a counsellor, thfe 
" sagacity of, a prophet^ the. reason of ati 
** angel,, and the piety of a saint : he had 
" devotion enough for a cloister, learning 
u enough for an university, and wit enough for 
« a college of virtuosi ; and, had his parts 
4€ and endowments been parcelled out amongst 
^ his clergy i&^he left behind him, it woulc( 
*< perhaps have made one of , the best dioceses 
** in the world. But alas ! * Our Father ! pur 
" 'Father I the Hprses of oip: Israel, and the 
u 'Chariot thereof ;' he is gone, and has car; 
^' ri6d his ttiahtld and*is spirit along ^th%irt| 
" up to heaven; and the soils of tiie prophets 
44 have lost all their beauty and lustre. which 
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"they ttyoyed duly &o» the t&m&m of hit 
«* ^excellencies, which mute bright and radiant 
"trough to cast a glory upon a whole order 
«« of men* But the sun of this oar worlds 
u after many attempts to break through the 
M ©met of an earthly body* is at fcwt swallowed 
i f up i» the great vortex of eternity, and 
^ there all his mac«ik& are scattered and As* 
" solved, and he is fixed in an orb of glory, 
« an^abiws Among his brethren start, that in 
" ikm a^veral ages gave light to the world, 
**)$*& Utfned«any sank unto righteow»ei» i 
« tod we that are left behind, though we **ui 
44 never reach his perfections, ipuat study to 
"imitate his virtues, that we may at last 
* coin* to sit at his feet in the ipaftrfoiis 
« of glory.'" 

*♦ RusfsSerm. at Bp. Tajrlor f s Funeral. 
la the same vaalt witji Bishop Taylor vote after* 
W^rds jftterpd the remans of Bishops &****, JOighy, 
pnd Wiseman.. And though it be improbable that so 
distinguished and good a man would be allowed to 
He unnoticed, without an inscription to mark the place 
of Ju's burial, yet it is certain that at present no me- 
morial of that kind exists. On the death of Taylor the 
Bishopric of Dromore was conferred upon Dr. Rust, 
but he lived 4>oly three years after his consecration: 
being (like his friend) attacked by a. fever, of vtbick 
he died in December 1670, in the prime of life, to the 
unspeakable grief of all that knew his worth, and especi- 
ally *f«uoh of them as had been " blest by bis irienikip, 
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Ware bears a eifniltf tefl^iaK^ to theidba- 
mcterof this great man, aid secwds that the 
8th lef'Septfmber.foUowiog bis decent hi* 
ftuieral obeeqtriei imce performed toith; gcect 
solemnity in the University of Dubfo. 

In theivety aaaaH meaaorajB of the Bishop's 
iMftiiy thst have descended tp the preaeM 
day, there is <no allusion to his wife : and it is- 
not ascertained whether she did or did not 
sttrtive her husband* But it is well known 
that he left three daughters, Phoebe, Jotnpa* 
and Mary. 

The eldest of these $ed single. The se- 
omd parried Mr. Harrison, a Barrister ii» 
Ireland. And the youngest became the wife 
of Dr. Francis Marsh ; . successively Dean pf 

" I I i n nmH i m i ' » . '■■ j jiii j . * i **tf* n i, w\t m 

"and most sweet and e»flerang convimaluin/' He;ws* 
buried in the choir of his owruGathedtal Church ofDj;o- 
more, in a vault made for his predecessor Bishop Taylor. 
He was, author of a Discourse at Truth, [>uWishedi>y 
James Collins, from a corrected copy belonging to Jos. 
Cttanvill in *6Sb, twelve years after the author's death. 
He also wrote the following Discourses. On z Tim.; 4 
10. 4to. 1663. Dublin. Funeral, 1 John m. s. 4t+. 1.668, 
Ftmeral of Bp. Taylor, 1 Pet. hi. 15. 4^0. 1685. Use of 
Season inReligwm. Sion, Rom. iv. 16. 410. 1686. ReaMuas* 
1 John, iv. 16. God is Love, p. i. Prov. »• 27, , John 
imi. 3S. yp. aniaai^s* Remains, Camfc.<4io. Jl>8&. 
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Cortnor and Armagh, Bishop of Linwrick and 
Kilmore* add at last Archbishop of Duhlin : 
by \ffeom she had a son, afterwards Dean of 
Hk&m y' who was the grandfather of Erancis 
and Jeremy Marsh, Esqpireav \ > .. 

< ' Jtfr^'l&aabis Marsh was brought up toi the 
Irish Sty*; and,. through his ancestors, Jbecame 
possessed of a gold watch, said* to have been a 
pifeftebt to Dr* Taylor, from King Charles the 
First* < : It has been. described as being plain* 
afcd haivirtg only a single case, with a gold' 
dial-plate ; the figures of which are raised. 
The hands are of steel, and the maker's name 
is u Jacobis Markwick, Londini." Originally 
it had no chain, but went by means of catguts 
Bishop Taylor caused a second case of copper 
to Be made for it, covered with grtefti velvet 
amhstttdded with gold. At the bottom the 
studs are so: arranged as to represent a mitre, 
su^roilind^d by this? mbttd, "NesciHs hofttm:*'* 1 

. * See Airtholog. Hybernic. for Nov. "1793, ^ 353* 

This is introduced ;iiv this place under the authority o£ 
a MS. in the possession of the late Bishop Fercy,< and sent 
to him by Mr. Digby, whose, relation, John Digby,. Esq! 
married Mary, the daughter of Dr. Marsh, Dean of Down; 
It is confirmed by £ letter from Mr. Marsh to the author* 
containing an impression of Taylor's armorial bearing* 
from a steel seal appendant to the watch chain. < 1 

Dr. Francis Marsh, father of the Deaa of Ij)own, . asd 
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An original picture cff Bishop Taylor, 1>y 
oee of the best masters of the time, ettac* 
tkr^ugh the sane channel, into the poweasoo 
of Mr. Jeremy Marsh, the latter of the two 
grandsons of the De*n of Dpwn. t 
i "(in 

Bishop Taylor in p^on appear^ to have 
been above the middle size, his countenance 
oval, and well proportioned, his ibreheact 
open, his eyes full and penetrating, yet 
tempered with mildness, his eyebrows falling, 
his nose prominent* and inclining to aquiline, 
his lips thin, and his chin small and round. In 
his youth such was the gracefulness of his ap- 
pearance as to contribute much, to the effect 
of his eloquence. q : 
-. ■ « ■ , ' ■ ■■ » » 

ton-in-law of Bp. Taylor, w^s bote in Gloucestershire, 
33d of Oct. 1627. He was first of Emanuel College, and af- 
terwards of Caius College in Cambridge, where he became 
a Senior Fellow. He was made Dean of Connor Nov. 28, 
1660, and thence, in the year following, by patent of the 
37th of June, 1 66 1, made Dean of Armagh, where he 
continued till he was elected Bishop of Limerick, Ardfert, 
and Aghadoe, 28th Oct. 1667. He was consecrated at 
Clonmell, 2 2d Dec. 1667. Thence translated to Kilmore 
and Ardagh ; and still further advanced to the Archbishop- 
rick of Dublin, 14th Feb. 1681. See Ware's Commen- 
tary of Irish Bishops, p. 2 1. 

~ ^trrainger says of him, (English Heads, vol. ii. p. 176.) 
•* life excellent prelate was not only one of the greatest 
44 divines that flourished in the seventeenth century, but 

B B 
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The engravings of this great man are nu« 
mtrous. That in the Polemical Discourse*, 
or Tbtfato* HtW«t*ip<x*, m the edition of 1657, 
te the best : and represents him as already 
described, in his gown and scarf, with a coif 
on his head, from beneath which his hair curls 
backward. The collar tff his shirt fall* towards 
his shouldfers, and in his right hand he hold* a 
book. This print is also placed before hk 
sermons, and was engraved by P. Lombart* 
Bfeneath is his shield of arms, which is ermine, 
eft a cbfef dancette, sable, three escalop shells, 
Urgent Above this is hi§ r ferest, a demy-lion 
ritmpahioF the first, holding a ducal coronet 
fa hi* teRi paw, O. — The shield is placed hi 
the midst of these words : " N<m magna loqid- 
44 771111% Sta vwttnus* NthH optnjotus gratia. 
** Omnia Conscientfa \fiaiam" r 

An engraving of this prelate is prefixed to 
the " Contemplations on the State of .Man/' 

u was also one of the completest characters of his age. 
*' His person was uncommonly beautiful, his manners 
r ' polite, his conversation sprightly and engaging, and 
" even his voice was harmonious.*' 

' The same engraving is prefixed to the Grea,t fif ani^ar, 
pHuvT* and Puctor Dubitantiura. The print before 
* The Measure* and Offices of Friendship," nmo. ha^jkhft 
;ame motto. 
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This fe the only print itat which he is repra* 
rented in his rochetie, chimere* <lawn*sleevet 
and scarf. It is a half-length 5. . engraved 

fey ft* W* . * v ■ 1 / . -< >! -,., . . 

In life " Holy Ltviiig,"-** f fe drtmfc afanik 
teg on a pedestal, in the gotinrof arttaster of 
arts, cassock, and scarf; and ui ot&ertaip&ti 
as already described. His right hand is pen- 
dint, and holds an ope ji book : his lpft r hand 
is extdnxkd and pouH* tp heaven ; whsr* our 
Saviour is placed in glory 5 in his right hand 
a crowd, atid in his teft a croaker 4p4ipfiR¥^n» 
Beneath is the moufh of to#, from vhwcl^the 
figureof the devil appears* extending his ait* 
to him, arid holding out tt bug of gpld. The 
pedestal on which he stands is inscribed, 
" Mcrcttriu^Ghristimw a beam of 

light emartftting from the heavens $rp these 
words, "adte quotimq* voct» iukisskne JesuS* 
The broad path to the infernal regions i$ also 
represented beset with flowers, on which is 
written, ** Who can dw*U with th* everlasting 
" biirainge?" Isat, xxxiii. 14. 

v x * * * 

--In fhe« Holy Dying* he fe delineated fa 

the sam4 attitude* pointing out to old age, 

beauty hi htr prime, and iaiaucy, ttw%ure 

bb 2 
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of a skeleton reflected from a mirror, into 
which they all are looking. Beneath the mir- 
ror is inscribed, " Faciei nativity sua" 
There is some variation in his appearance in 
the later impressions from that which is given 
in the first edhioti. There he is ^escribed 
with a thin countenance and a high crowned 
hat on his head. 

In the twenty-seventh edition of the 
M Golden Grove," which was published in 
duodecimo, in London, 1735, he is repre- 
sented in the frontispiece with a bode in his 
right hand, and his left pointing to a coffin. 
Out of his lips issues a label inscribed " This 
u is the period of all human glory?? 

- In the ** Unum Necessarium," he is dis- 
tinguished by a tuft of hair beneath his under 
lip. Ik itone of these is the engraver's name 
mentioned. * , 

The last print of him that was taken, is pre- 
fixed to Mr. WheeJdonV selections from his 
works, called, " The Life of Bishop Taylor, 
« and the purest spirit of his Writings, ex- 
, u traeted and exhibited/ 5 It is a copy of what 
iiad gone before, and is unworthy of so great 
a man. 
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Hie lift, character, and person of this dis* 
tiriguished prelate, being thus developed, and 
his writings recorded in the order of their; 
publication, it remains, thai a succinct com- 
parison be drawft between those lines which 
distinguish the style of his productions from 
those of his contemporaries. 

Milton may be first selected; as ooming 
nearest to him in many particulars. Born 
within five years of each other, and educated 
in the same university, they launched forth 
into lift at a period the most eventful that 
England ever witnessed j when two powerful 
parties > were drawing towards an open rup- 
ture, each supported by abilities that have 
rarely appeared in any age. 

The minds of both Taylor and * Milton 
•« had a large grasp j" their spirits were 
firm, courageous, and ardent; their under- 
standings intensely fixed upon religion. In 
the hour of contention two such characters 
could not be indifferent spectators. TJie one 

* It is reported that Milton was a great admire* of Tay- 
lor, and studied his works. There are not wanting some 
persons who believe that the poet borrowed many of his 
ideas and expressions from Him. * 

B B 3 
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plunged into the tide of boundless liberty; 
the other espoused the cause of violated pre* 
rogative. Zeal prompted the hand of both $ 
which gave an elevated tone to every chord 
they struck ; whether in tbe cause of religion 
or politics. 

Milton embellishes his style often when 
least expected. If he fee writing on tbe rules 
of education, he breaks from the sober and 
deliberate march of the philosophical en* 
quirer; detains the mind no longer in the 
demonstration of that part of the subject, 
which hp it discussing ; but says* « I wiH 
w straight conduct yon to a hill side, where X 
" will point ye outthe right path of a virtuous 
« and noble education ; laborious indeed at 
" the first ascent, but else so smooth, so 
* green, 'so full of goodly ptospfcct, and me- 
* lodious sourrds on every side* that tbe harp 
« of Orpheus was not more charming/ 1 e 

The well known passage in his treatise "Of 
« Church Government," in which he speaks 
of the great poetical work which he had in 
view, affords an instance of his elevation of 

♦ Of Education, p. 376* 



Digitized by 



Google 



JEAtftt t TAYlAfiU $ft£ 

thought and vigour of expression. It was a 
performance " not to be raised from the heat 
" of youth, or the vapours of wine, like that 
" which flows at waste from the pen of some 
" vulgar amourist, or the trencher fury of a 
" rhyming parasite ; nor to be obtained by the 
" invocation of dame memory and her siren 
" daughters j but by devout prayer to that 
" eternal spirit, who can enrich with all ut- 
terance and knowledge, and seiids out his 
"Seraphim with the hallowed fire of his 
" altar to touch and purify the tips of whom 
"he pleases; to this must* be added indus- 
" trious and select reading, steady observe 
" tion, insight into all seemly and generous 
" arts and affairs; till which, in some measure, 
" be compassed at mine own peril ami taf>lt I 
"refuse not to sustain the expectation ' of 
" such a work 1 from as many as axe not loth 
" to hazard so much credulity upon the beat 
*' pledges that I can give them. Although 
" it nothing content me to have disclosed 
" that much before hand ; but that I trust 
" hereby to make it manifest with what small 
* willingness I endure to interrupt the pursuit 
" of no less hopes than these, and leave a calm 
"and pleasing solitariness, fed with cheerful 
"and confident thoughts, to embark hi a 
b b 4 
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" troubled sea of mm and hoarse disputes** 
" put from beholding the bright countenance 
" of truth, in the quiet and still air of delight^ 
« fill studies" 

In these and other passages tltat might be 
cited from the prose of Milton, we perceive 
that we are conversing with a person of a 
high and majestic order ; whose energy may" 
be thought to equal, but not surpass that of 
Taylor. In intellectual opulence, in bright- 
ness of fancy, in richness and fluency of ex- 
pression, the balance is so nearly even that 
we hesitate to pronounce which side pre- 
ponderates 

The following quotation from the works 
of Bishop Hall, another contemporary with 
this illustrious divine, so strongly reminds us 
of the style of Taylor, that the reader at ibrat 
sight might be deceived. " God is the God 
4 « of order r not of confusion. A& therefore* 
" in natural things, he useth to proceed from 
" one extreme to another by degrees, through 
" the mean : so doth he in spiritual. The 
"4«hi riseth not at once to his highest, from 
"the darkness of midnight; but first sends 
" forth some feeble glimmering of light m 
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" the dawning ; then looks out with weak 
" and waterish beams ; and so by degrees 
" ascends to the midst of heaven. So in the 
" seasons of the year, we are not one day 
" scorched with a summer heat; and on the 
"-next, frozen with a sudden extremity of 
"cold. But winter comes on softly ; first; 
" by cold dews, then hoar frosts ; until af 
"last it descend to the hardest weather of 
" all ; such are God's spiritual proceedings : 
*' He never brings any man from the estate 
"of sin, to the estate of glory, but through 
"the estate of grace." u 

" The recreations of a Christian," (for eveit 
these human frailty will sometimes call for) 
" are such as may be meet relaxations *to a 
" mind overbent, and a body tired with ho* 
" nest and holy employments ; safe, inoffen* 
" sive, and for time and measure fitly pro* 
"portioned to the occasion; like unto soil 
" music betwixt two long and stirring acts ; 
".like unto some quick and savory sauce to a 
" listless and cloyed stomach ; like unto a 
" sweet nap after an over-watching. He is 
" far from those delights that may effeminate, 

u Meditations and Vows, p; 29. * 
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* or coitupt the mind ; abhorring to sit by 
" those pleasures, from which he shall not 
« rise better-" * 

The style of Hall is more racy and sen-* 
tentious than elevated and flowing ; and he 
impresses the mind by an air slow and ma* 
jestic, on occasions when Taylor would sur- 
prise by his brightness and captivate by his 
energy. The unadorned periods of Sanderson 
and Hammond, of Hale and Chillingworth* 
of Farringdon, Bramhall, or Etonian Hales, 
bear so slight a resemblance to the style of 
Taylor, that no comparison can be formed 
between them. But the copiousness of Bar* 
row justly demands a place by the side of this 
distinguished writer. The stream which he 
pours from the fountains of salvation, clear as 
it is deep, and strong as it is full, descends 
upon us with irresistible energy. We are too 
much occupied by the force of moral wisdom 
that every where prevails, to require the em. 
bellishments of fancy : but the flow of divine 
truth proceeding from Taylor is as exuberant 
as that of Barrow, but not so equable. In 
the flexures of its course at one time it charms 

* The Christian, p. *4i> iamo. Lond. 1647. 
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by its richness, and at another awes by its 
rapidity* 

The style of Taylor not only convinces the 
mind by a clearness of method and force of 
expression, but it elevates the spirit by the 
warmest piety and fills it by the profoundest 
reverence. 

English prose was in his time in a progres- 
sive state. It had been advanced very far by. 
the genius of Sidney and the wisdom of 
Hooker ; but the pedantry of the reign of 
James had done much to eclipse its lustre. 
In Taylor it broke out from its obscurity with 
encreased energy and brightness. His po- 
lemical discourses exhibit a specimen of 
English composition superior to any that had 
gone before. 

Aa a preacher, though too diffuse for mo* 
dern hearers, yet was he the admiration" of 

w It would be unpardonable were I to omit the testi- 
mony of affection to the memory of Bp. Taylor, given by 
0ne of the most distinguished literary characters of the 
present age ; who, in speaking of Hooker, Barrow, and the 
Bidhop of Down and Connor says, \y* Ji 'ftxn^oi pt» nC*, 
Savixafy}* B#fti*r, x») f tXw Txixufou See note to Dr. Parr'* 
Spital Sermon. 
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his contemporaries. By the strength orde-* 
licacy of his touch he kept the attention 
awake; and the natural gracefulness of his 
person added also something of its own beauty 
to the fervour and richness of his discourse. 
He impressed his audience with such com- 
manding superiority, that he seemed like the 
messenger * of a purer clime- 
It has been well observed by an anonymous 
author that f " in writing on subjects strictly 
" moral, Taylor is seen to fullest advantage. 
" It is in these as in his native element, that 
" he soars far above his fellows. Taylor's 
" genius is not that alone which supports him 
" here. Love of the supreme good is the 
" wing on which he rises, and his bright 
" talents are but the decoration of that wing— 



By some writers Taylor is denominated " the Homer," 
and by others " the Shakespear of Divines." See Grang- 
er's English Heads and Mr* ThirlwalFs preface to " the 
" Rule and Exercises of Holy Living." 

z Bp. Rust, speaking of Taylor at an early age, says, 
" he preached to the admiration and astonishment of his 
« auditory ; and by his florid and youthful beauty, and*. 
" sweet and pleasant air, and sublime and raised dis- 
" courses, he made his hearers take him for some young 
" angel, newly descended from the visions pf glory." 
, y Review of Taylor's Sermons, Ed. 
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" like the feathered gold with which Milton 
" beautifies his Raphael. As Taylor's thought 
" expands, he, as it were, leaves this earth 
" and sings as be soars. He rejoices in his 
" flight ; and he makes us partake of his joyv 
" It is a human seraph which moves before 
" us, and gives us the living semblance of 
" what is most truly great and noble, and 
" pure and beatific/' 
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APPENDIX. 



ThefoUaming is copied from a MS. entitled " Annates 
CoU^gii de Gonvile et Caius," preserved in the 
Archives of the Society qfCaius College, Cambridge t 
But as the statement of facts in this Extract is in- 
accurate, the Author did not deem it proper to insert 
it in the body of the Work. 

« TJTOC anno" (forsan KJ35) « i°Februarii Je- 
*» *"** remias Taylor Cantabrigiae natus Artium 
** Mag' et hujus Collegii Socius ex fundatione Per- 
* siana, sponte resignavit jus suum omne ad dictum 
" sodalitium. Huic erat summum ingenii acumen^ 
" quod industria non vulgari instruxit, et polivit 
" adeo ut supra aetatem sapuit, et magnis in Ecclesia 
" muneribus subeundis par erat Anno enim uno aut 
" altero a gradu Magisterii suscepto, ad fungendunjL 
" concionatoris sive praelectoris munere in Ecclesia 
" Cathedral! D vl Pauli Londini vocatus est per eps 
u quorum fidei Slius Preelecturae (a Colleto institute^ 
" cura commissa erat; quod quidem officium non 
" nisi viris aetate maturis, et eruditione eminenti- 
" oribus mandari solitum erat; Taylerus vero hie 
" noster talem hlc se praestitit virum ut admirationem 
" sui apud auditores doctissimos quamvis, excitavit, 
« hinc fiuna ilium undiquaque celebrante, ad no- 
" thiam Reverendissimi Archipraesulis Cantuarierois 

3 
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" Gu: Laud pervenit, qui viri merita non minori 
a fiuna deprehendens, suum esse voluit ac protinus 
" eum a Collegio nostro amotum ; socium Collegio 
" D»» Johannis Oxonii eligi curavit, ubi inter viros 
« claros constitutus famae detrimentum nunquam 
" passus, sed Doctoratus in S. S. Theologiae gradu 
* insignitus splenduit magis. Is uxore ducta ad 
" Rectoriam de Uppingham in Comitatu Rutlandia* 
u promotus est, ubi vigilantissimi Pastoris munere 
" functus est, quamdiu tumultus militares non ob- 
" streperent, sed civili flagrante bello Taylerus tan- 
" dem in Walliam compulsus est, ubi ut poterat 
" habuit non tamen Ecclesiae inutilis vixit sed librig 
" editis Episcopatum strenue asseruit, Orthodoxa* 
" fidei patronum se praebuit et ad pietatem aspirantet 
" turn scriptis turn exemplo (ut fidi Pastoris est) 
c< praeivit, libros ab eo scriptos non facile est re- 
" censere plures tamen quos vir pius et doctus me- 
" ditatus, speramus lucem visuros ad Ecclesiae com* 
" modum et Dei gloriam." 

To this is added, in a different hand, " Multa 
u quae de Taylero nostro hie referuntur . in se^ 
" quentibus annis gesta sunt, sed hie simul con- 
" gessimus, et dignissimi viri Elegiam melius un» 
u intuitu spectandum proponatur." 
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A LIST 

OF 

H BI&EJOP TAYLOR'S WORKS* 

IN THE ORDER OF THEIR PUBLICATION. , 



^SermoK on the Anniversary- of Gunpowder Trewot^ 

Oxford, 1638. 
'*• ■' •■ Oxford, 1641* 

Psalter or Psalms of David . Oxford, 1644. 

A Discourse concerning Prayer Extiempore ior by 
pretence of the Spirit, in justification of authorised 
and set Forms of Liturgie> printed in the yere 
1 646, without mentioning the place - 1646 

A new and easie Institution of Grammar, &c 1647. 

The Liberty of Prophecying . London, 1647. 

An Apology for liturgy . . London, 1649. 

The Great Exemplar . • London, 1649. 

Sermon at the Funeral of Frances Countess of 
Carbery . • , . London, 1650. 

©toXoyia txXtxTixvj . . . London,' 1650. 

The Rule and Exercises of Holy Living London, 1650. 

The Rule and Exercises of Holy Dying London, 165 1. 

Twenty-eight Sermons . . London, 1651. 

A short Catechism • . • London, 165a. 

A Discourse of Baptism • . London, 1652* 

Two Discourses of Baptism . London, 1653* 

c c 
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list or taylor's works. 

The Real Presence . . London, 1654. 

'Eviavro; . London, 1655. 

The Golden Grove . • . London, 1655. 
Unum Necessarium . „ London, 1655. 

Deus Justificatus . 1 . London, 1656* 
An Answer to a Letter written by the Bishop of Ro- 
chester • ♦ 1656. 
A Discburse of Artificial Handsomeness, London, 

KJ56. 
A Discourse of Friendship • • I ^57* 
Sw#«^^v HAt*$~wi?w'*** • London, 1637. 
TheDttfltdrDubitantium . London, 1660. 
The Worthy Communicant . . ' London, i6tfo* 
A Sermon at the Consecration of two Archbishops 
and ten Bishops in St Patridft Dublin, Loodoft, 
• 1661. 
JUles and Advice to the Clergy of Down and Con- 
nor London, t66t. 

A Sermon at the opening of Parliament x66t, 

Via Intelligent^ . . . London, i66t. 
Sermon at the Funeral of the Lord Primate 166$, 
E£8*/u.<2f tpfkXifLcuo; a Supplement to Enatrra; , 1 66$. 
A Dissuasive from Popery, London and Dublin* 1664* 
The Second Part of a Dissuasive from Popery 1667. 
2u/Aj9o\ot ©taAoyixov .. . • 1684* 

Taylor** Opnscula. 

THE END. 
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